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N Hydrocele is fo irkfome a dif- 
A eafe to the indigent and laborious, 
} \. furnifhes even the eafy and opu- 
lent with fuch difagreeable ideas and ap- 
prehenfions, and is to all who are afflicted 
with it fo troublefome and. inconvenient, 
that every rational attempt toward relieving 
mankind from fuch an evil, will, I make 
no doubt, be favourably received. 

It is now fome years fince I firft began 
to make particular inquiry into the nature 
of this, and fome other difeafes of the tef- 
ticle, and the ufual methods of treating 
them; an inquiry, which they appeared 

Vor. III. B | to 
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to me, for many reafons, both to deferve 
and require. The refult I communicated 
to the public, under the title of, “‘ A Trea- 
“ tife on the Hydrocele, or Watry Rupture, 

‘and other difeafes of the tefticle, its coats 
‘and veflels ;” in which I endeavoured to 
be as precife, and as explicit as I could. s 

One part of this traét contains an exa- 

mination of the various means, which, at 
different times, have either accidentally 
produced a radical cure, or have been pro- 
fefledly propofed, and practifed for fuch 
purpofe. : 
_ Among other méans ufed to obtain nie 
moa I mentioned the Seton; and {pake of 
it as that which, for many reafons, ap- 
peared to me to be preferable to all others ; 
as a method which I had for fome time 
practifed with great fuccefs; and as that 
which, if nothing fhould occur to induce 
me to change my opinion, I fhould con- 
tinue to make ufe of. 

Since that time I have had frequent op- 
portunities of repeating the experiment ;. 
and it has fo conftantly and uniformly 
- anfwered my expectation, that my opinion 
concerning it is determined; and I am 
se jimiay convinced 
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convinced, that it is the moft fuccefsfully 
efficacious of any. 

This might be urged, and would per- 
haps ‘be admitted, as a good reafon for lay- 
ing my thoughts on the fubject again be- 
fore the public; but I have others alfo to 
plead in vindication of the few. following 
pages. 

In the firft Bag J think that I -have 
confiderably and materially improved the 
operation and procefs ; and have rendered 
it lefs painful, and more certain. a 

In the fecond, I find, that what I faid 
of it in the general treatife, has not been 
fo clearly and perfeétly underftood as I 
could have wifhed ; and in confequence 
either of brevity and obfcurity on my part, 
or mifintelligence on the part of fome of 
my readers, my-true meaning has not been ~ 
| received ; and I have been fubjected to the 
frequent interruption of troublefome cor- 
ref{pondences on. the fubject. 

And, in the third place, 1 might add, 
that fome few gentlemen of confequence, 
_ who have by this-means been cured, have 
requefted this publication. 

A minute account of the nature and cir- 

Ba cumftances 
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‘cumftances of the difeafe, would be a mere 
repetition of what I have already faid at 
large in the book referred to; would be 
therefore unneceflary, and befide my pre- 
fent purpofe: a fhort and curfory one may 
perhaps throw juft as much light on the 
{ubject, as may ferve to render the defcrip-. 
tion of the operation, and the treatment 
after it, more eafily intelligible. . 
The common bag in which both the 
tefticles are included, is called the Scrotum, 
and confifts of epidermis, fkin, and that 
loofe cellular ‘membrane, which is ‘here 
called the Dartos; to which might per- 
haps be added, the expanded fibres of the 
cremafter mufcle on each fide. The pro- 
per coats of the tefticle, are, the tunica 
albuginea, and the tunica vaginalis. ‘The 
former of thefe immediately invefts: the 
vafcular compages of the teftis, and is that 
coat with which it is covered while within 
the cavity of the abdomen, before birth. 
The latter'is formed on the outfide of the 
faid cavity, is'a procefs of the peritoneum, 
and is. plaeed- ready for the reception of 
the tefticle when it thall be thruft forth 
through the groin into the fcrotum. Be- 
| tween: 
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tween the vafcular ftructure of the tefticle, 
and the tunica albuginea, there is no ya- 
cuity-; but the external furface of the 
gland is in every part firmly adherent. to, 
and conneéted with the internal one of the 
invefting coat: the tunica vaginalis forms 
a hollow cavity, or bag, which loofely and 
-unconneétedly envelopes. the egies: co- 
vered by its albuginea. 

When I fay loofely and unconneGtedly, I 
would wifh to be underftood aright. I do 
not mean that the tefticle hangs in the 
middle of the tunica vaginalis, (like a 
clapper within a bell) and has no con- 
nection with it; I mean, that all the fu- 
perior, anterior, and lateral parts of the 
tunica vaginalis are loofe from, and un- 
connected with the tefticle, which is at 
the fame time firmly united to its pofterior 
part, in fuch manner, that if the cavity of 
the tunica vaginalis was to be diftended 
with wind, fuch wind would occupy or 
fill all the loofe and unconneéted part, and 
produce a tumefaction not unlike to a hy- 
drocele, while the tefticle would be found 
firmly and immoveably attached to the 
hinder part of the faid cavity fo diftended. 

eB : To 


$ Rapricar Cure or tHe HYDROCELE, 


“To! prévent the accretion of thefe coats 
in thofe parts where they ought to be un- 
connééted, and perhaps for fome other 
purpofes, the cavity of the tunica vaginalis 
is furnifhed with a fine lymph conftantly 
exfuding into it; which lymph is as con- 
ftantly abforbed by proper veffels ; fo that, 
in a healthy and natural ftate, there never 
is any more of this fluid, within the bag, 
at a time, than may juft ferve (befide what 
other purpofe it may be intended for) to 
keep the two membranes from coming into 
immediate dry contact, and cohefion with 
each other. This {mall quantity is fufh- 
cient to preferve the proper and natural. 
cavity of the tunic; but never occafi- 
ons any degree of intumefcence, or any 
unnatural or difeafed appearance of the 
part. pe 

A deficiency, or total failure of the f{e- 
cretion of this fluid, will be followed by a 
partial or total coalefcence of the two coats 
with each other ; and confequently a total 
or partial abolition of the cavity: a fuper- 
abundance, or a fecretion of more than the 
abforbent veffels can take up, muit, on the 
other hand, ie and diftend the faid 


tie cavity, 
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cavity, by carrying. all the loofe uncon- 
nected part of the bag farther and farther 
from the tefticle, in proportion to the 
quantity accumulated. The former, I do 
know to be fometimes, and I verily be- 
lieve moft frequently is, the confequence 
of a fevere hernia humoralis, as well as. 
of.other inflammations of the tefticle. 
The latter, among other difeafes, ae 
the hydrocele or watry rupture. : 
This being the cafe, that is, the intu-. 
mefcence of the {crotal bag being caufed 
by the gradual accumulation of a fluid, 
which ought to have been abforbed, it is 
almoft always produced gradually; and 
therefore has, in moft inftances, made 
fome progrefs before it is taken notice of ;. 
efpecially by carelefs and inattentive people.” 
For the fame reafon it will be found, that 
as it depends upon the circumftances of 
fecretion and abforption, it will, in diffe-. 
rent people, make quicker or flower pro- 
grefs, according as the depofition thall 
happen to be quicker or flower, and the 
abforbent faculty, only more or lefs im- 
paired, or totally obftructed. As this 
difeafe is confined to the cavity of the 
B 4 tunica 
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tunica vaginalis, teftis, and as this bag 
has no communication with the cavity 
of the belly, the tumefaction can never 
be leffened by any attempt toward re- 
ducing or returning it into the abdomen. 
For the fame reafon, it never is, nor can 
be liable to any alteration of fize, or tem- — 
porary diftenfion, from the efforts or acti- 
ons of coughing, {neezing, expulfion of 
foeces, &c.. For the fame reafon, (I mean- 
the confinement of the fluid within the 
cavity of the tunica vaginalis) the intu- 
mefcence, when early attended to, will | 
always be found in the lower part, and 
does not rife above the upper part of the 
tefticle, until the difeafe has made fome 
progrefs, and the quantity is become con- 
fiderable: therefore the fpermatic procefs 
will always, in the early {tage of this 
diftemper, be capable of being felt per- 
fectly and diftinély; although when the 
tumor has arrived to any confiderable de- © 
gree of fize,. the fluid does fo conceal 
the tefticle, as to render it not a very eafy 
matter to find it. The three laft circum- 
ftances, well attended to, will always 
ferve to diftinguifh the hydrocele from 
| the 
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the inteftinal hernia or common rupture, 
at leaft in the beginning. To thefe might 
be added, feveral- other charaéteriftical 
marks of this diftemper; fuch as, That 
being neither accompanied by, nor occafi- 
oning any inflammation, or irritation, it 
never gives pain, unlefs it be very rudely | 
handled, or be permitted to attain fuch 
fize as to be troublefome from its weight, 
or to be fubject to excoriation from its 
magnitude; which may ferve to diftin- 
guifh it from the hernia humoralis, an 
inflammatory, and often a very painful 
diforder. That if the fluid be thin and 
limpid, and the vaginal coat and mem- 
branes of the fcrotum not thick, the tu- 
mor is often in fome degree tranfparent ; 
that is, the light of a candle or lamp may 
be feen through it.. That conftipation 
of. the belly does not render it at all more 
tenfe, or produce any uneafinefs in it 
while it lafts ; neither: does the removal of 
fuch obftruction or conftipation at all lef- 
fen its volume, or make any alteration in 
it either to the eye, or to the finger. To 
all which ought always to be added, the 
fluctuation of the fluid. : 
| The 
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The fize and figure of the tumor, caufed 
by this difeafe, are liable to confiderable 
variety, dependant upon the quantity and 


confiftence of the fluid accumulated ; the , 


time fuch accumulation may have taken 
up; the thicknefs or thinnefs of the vagi- 
nal bag, and membranes of the fcrotum ; 
and the equal or unequal manner in which 
thefe parts may have given way to the dif- 
tenfion. Hence the tumor will be larger 
or fmaller,. round, flattifh, pyriform, or 
globular; will be firm, tenfe, and refiftent, 
orlax, foft and eafily compreffible ; fmooth 


and. regular in its: furface, making one. 


trou figure, or, divided by a kind of 


depreffion or ftricture, which will make it | 


appear as if the water was in two diftin& 


facculi or bags; it will alfo be more or lefs: 


tenfe, as well as regular in its furface, as 
the contractile power of the fcrotum, by 


means of the cremafter mufcles, fhall be 


more or lefs. 


The qualities of sori eis ‘end esihnits 
in, the contained fluid is alfo various: itus’ 
thin, aqueous, roapy, vifcid, limpid, ci- 


trine, greenifh, brown, bloody, clear, or 


turbid; from each of which fome fmall | 


differ- 


/ 
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diffesences in the afped, feel, weight, 


tranfparency or obfcurity of the tumor 
will arife; but are of no confequence with 
regard to any method of treatment, palli- 
ative or radical. 

The methods of cure of a ipdtngodte are 
faid to be two, one called the Palliative, 
the other the Radical; the latter of which: 
alone deferves the name of cure. 

The former confifts merely in shai 
out the water occafionally, and is fo fimple 
and fo trifling an operation, that I thall 
fay nothing more of it, then that I think 
a {mall trochar a much preferable! inftra+ 
ment for this purpofe on all accounts to 
the lancet, or any other. 

The radical cures, ‘as they are “called; 
may be collected from the writings of fe- 
veral of our predeceffors. The general 
means they made ufe of were cautery, 
cauftic, ligature, and tent. For the par- 
ticulars relative to each of thefe, I muft 
beg leave to refer my reader to the writers 
themfelves, a minute detail of them not 
being confiftent with the plan of théfe few — 
fheets.., .But without entering into. fuch 

difquifition, I believe I may venture'to” 


fay, 
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fay, that whoever will give himfelf this 
trouble, will find, that all the means 
which were either profefledly ufed to ob- 
tain a radical cure, or which ultimately 
and accidentally produced fuch event, were 
put in practice for three general reafons, 
or under the influence of three general opi- 
_nions; the firft. of which was, that the 
fluid found in the fac of a hydrocele was 
always originally formed in the cavity of 
the belly, and defcended from thence into 
the fcrotum; the fecond, that it was a. 
difeafe of the habit, as well as of the par- 
ticular part; that is, that it was general, 
as well as local; the third, that the col- © 
lection of liquor found in it was either the 
neceflary caufe, or the confequence, of a 
difeafed ftate of the teftis. 
_ From thefe flow the applications of cau- 
tery and cauftics to the groin, and of liga- 
tures on the fpermatic procefs. From thefe 
‘are derived all the cautions to undertake 
the cure euardedly, to condué it flowly, 
and to attend rigidly to the patient’s gene- 
ral {tate, by cathartics, alteratives, {peci- 
fics, iffues, &c. &c. &c. and to thefe we 
| owe 
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owe the experiments made to induce fup- 
puration from the parts affected. | 

Not being acquainted with the anatomi- 
cal ftructure and difpofition of the parts 
concerned in the difeafe, they had very 
terrible as well as very erroneous notions 
concerning it. They fuppofed that the 
fluid contained in the cyft was thrown off 
from the habit as a kind of crifis; that the 
general conftitution of the patient was by 
fuch depofition much relieved ; that it pre- 
vented many other, and thofe worfe difor- 
ders; and, either that a morbid ftate of 
the tefticle and epidydimis concurred in 
producing the fluid, or that the fame parts 
neceflarily became difeafed from lying in 
it. They therefore concluded, that altho’ 
a radical or perfect cure might be obtained 
by certain means, or that certain means 
having been found now and then to have 
produced fuch event, they might with 
_ probability be expected to anfwer fuch 
purpofe, yet the attempt ought never to 
be made without a ftrict attention to the 
general evils which might enfue, as well 
as to the particular ones proceeding from 
the fuppofed morbid ftate of the parts. 

Inguiry _ 
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»oEInquiry and experiment have taught us 
better ; have given us truer notions of the 
nature of the complaint ; have induced us 
totally to lay afide many of the means ufed 
by our fore-fathers ; and although we do 


ftill in fome fort continue fome of them, 


yet itis upon different principles, and with 
very different views. 


Thé noxious quality of the fluid; the’ 


difeafed: ftate of the parts whence it pro- 
ceeds, or wherein it is depofited ; the cri- 


tical, or depuratory nature of the depofiti- — 


on;’ the neceffity of drawing off the water 
partially and at fhort intervals; and the 
fear of curing it locally left the general 


habit fhould fuffer ; are all now known to 
be groundlefs apprehenfions: and it being 


alfo known, that the colle@ion of fluid is 
originally made in the tunica vaginalis only, 


and that it does not defcend from the belly, 
all attempts toward preventing fuch patel 


are become equally abfurd. 


‘The tefticle, although frequently fome- 


what enlarged in its dimenfions, and re- 


laxed in its texture, is known to be found, 
to be otherwife unaffected, and unaltered, 
and to be fit for, and capable of per- 
| forming 
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forming the functions it was defigned 
to execute; the fluid is acknowledged 
to be innoxious in its nature, neither 
proceeding from. parts in a difeafed ftate, 
nor caufing any difeafe in the parts in 
which it is depofited, and with which 
it is in contact; but being accumulated in 
confequence of conftant fecretion, and 
.deficient or non-executed abforption, the 
intention of every rational practitioner, 
when) he aims, at ia,radical,. cures: sis,),sto 


abolifh the cavity of the tunica vaginalis, 


and thereby to prevent any future col- 
lection. 

_ Whatever means can sccomplith this 
end with the leaft fatigue, pain, or hazard, 
are certainly the bett. 

Of the incifion I fhall in this place fay 
nothing, except that it lies under fo many 
reftraints from.a variety of circumftances, 


is fo improper for the majority of perfons 
afHicted with the difeafe, and requires. 


fuch nice attention and fuch judicious ma- 


nagement, that it never can be recom- 


mended as fit for general practice. 


The cauftic, upon the rational principle 7 


of which Iam now fpeaking, viz. that of 


abolithin g 
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abolifhing the cavity of the tunica vagina~ 
lis, has been practifed by many ; and that 
with fuch fuccefs as to induce fome to 
think it the beft and moft eligible method : 
Among thefe is Mr. Elfe, who has lately 
publifhed his opinion on the fubjec. 


The introduction of fuppurative medi- 


cines, by means of a tent, was practifed 
by fome of even our remote predeceflors ; 
and, as they tell us, with fuccefs, even in 
complicated cafes; that is, in cafes where 
a difeafed ftate of the tefticle has been ad-- 
ded to the hydrocele: But whoever will 
attentively confider their accounts of this 
matter, will fee, that this method, what- 
ever might be its accidental confequence, 
was not intended for the purpofe which I 
am now {peaking of. 

Perhaps there is no part of furgery. 
which was lefs underftood by our ancef- 
ftors, or concerning which they exprefled 
themfelves with fo little precifion as the 
fubject of difeafes of the tefticle: they 
have multiplied and confounded them in 
fuch manner, and fpeak of them in fuch a 
jargon of aan terms, that it. is 

next 


| 

By Means of a SETON. > rg 
néxt to impoffible’ to underftand often what 
they really mean. 

For a particular cPRCHEMGH of this fub-= 
ject, the chirurgie world are much obliged: 
to the’ late Profeffor Monro of Edinburgh, 
and Mr. Samuel Sharp, late of Guy’s Hot 
pital, now of Bath. - 

The accotints which many of the beft a+ 
mong the writers in’ furgery, even quite’ 
into our own time, have given’ of the dif 
eafes of thefe parts, under thé terms farco- 
cele, fungus attached to the {permatic vef= 
fels, fungus arifing from the teftis, hydro- 
cele, and hydro-farcocele, are error itfelf ;) 
and the operations which they defcribe, 
and recommend, are many of them coarfe, 
and’ either impracticable, or very unfit’ for 
practice. But however from: thefé ac- 
counts, ftrange and irrational as’ they are, 
we may colleé& that they conceived the dif 
eafes which they call the hydro-farcocele, 
and the caro adnata ad vafa {permatica, to 
be (in contradiftin&tion from the farcocele 
and the fungus {j pringing from the tefticlé, ) 
curable difeafes, the one by extirpation of 
the fungus, the other by fuppuration.. _ 

No precife definition of what they have 
Vor. III. C thought. 
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thought proper to call the hydro-farcocele 


has been given by them, and therefore we 
have no better method of forming a judg- 
ment concerning it, than.by confidering 


the event and fuccefs of their method of 
‘treating what they- have fo called, with 


what we know concerning the ftruture of 
the tefticle, its diforders, the means which 
we now find to be fuccefsful in them, and 
the difappointments, and difagreeable cir- 
cumftances which fometimes occur in 
them. : ; 
_-Fabritius ab Aquapendente has been 
particular on what he calls the hydro-far- 
cocele, and has given an account of his 
method of curing it; but whoever is ac- 
quainted with difeafes of the tefticle, and 
will compare with fuch knowledge what 
Fabritius has faid concerning his method 
and its fuccefs,* will, Iam inclined to be- 
lieve, 


* ¢ Si carnofa fimul et aquofa fit hernia, ego talem ad- 
«« hibeo curam. Seco cutem et incifionem facio & exiguam, 
“¢ et in loco potius altiori quam in fundo, inde turunda im- 
*¢ pofita, cum digeftivo et pus movente medicamento proce- 
‘‘ do, neque unquam totum pus extraho, fed perpetuo bo- 
‘* nam intus relinquo, quod fenfim carnem corrodat & ita 
s¢ fanat.”” | 


Fas, AaB AQUAPENDENTE. 
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lieve, think on this fubje&t as Ido; which 
is, that the difeafe which he give this hard 
complex name to, is nothing more than a 
true, fimple hydrocele, in which the teftis 
is fomewhat enlarged beyond its natural — 
fize, and perhaps fomewhat relaxed in its : 
texture, in confequence of fuch enlarge- 
ment; but ftill found, and. free from 
difeafe; ‘till fit for, and pba ne of exe- 
cuting its office. 

That by his method he obtained a radi- 
cal cure I make no doubt; his ‘ turunda | 
digeftivo et pus movente medicamento 
imbuta,’ would moft probably occafion a 
floughing of the tunica vaginalis, and con- 
fequently an abolition of the bag or cavity; 
-but whoever knows any thing of thefe 
matters, muft know, that a tefticle really 
and truly difeafed would not bear fuch 
treatment ; and therefore, that his fuccefs 
was owing to the ftate of the tefticle nof 
being what he fuppofed it to be, and what 
- the term he makes ufe of implies. — 

The method of Fabritius was within a 

few years paft adopted and practifed by 
Ruyfch.* | 

| Ca | fin ut 

* «© Sanari quidem valet id-mali pertufo fcroto ope inftru- 

*< menti 
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_ The means and conduct were nearly the 
fame, and I have no doubt that the fuccefs 
was equal, But the fame objeCtion ftill 
remained ; which was, that not only a 
fuppuration was brought on, but the whole 
tunica vaginalis was fo irritated and in- 
flamed, that it neceflarily became floughy, 
and. was entirely deftroyed: an objection 
which had been made to the method. by 
cauftic; and which, I mutt acknowledge, 
is, in my opinion, an objection to it full. 
The late profeflor Monro, whofe obfer- 
vations on the difeafes of the tefticle are 
very pertinent and: very ingenious, feemed 
to think that it was by no means impracti- 
cable, by means of a flight degree of irrita- 
tion, to excite fuch an inflammation both 
in. the tunica vaginalis and albuginea, as 
might occafion a coalefcence of them with 
each other, and thereby anfwer the, end: of 

abolifhing 


«¢ menti trochert, diéti; vel lanceola phlebotomica, ut aqua , 
‘© yulnere exeat, fed cito plerumque recrudefcit malum. 

<¢ Si autem curationem agerederis aperiendo f{crotum a 
<* parte fuperiori, ad latus, tumque vulnus turunda oblonga, - 
‘* unguento rofaceo mercurio-precipitato rubro inunéto op- 
<¢ pleveris, donec lenis inflammatio, eique fuccedens fuppu- 
** ratio parva, membranules ftillantes pyirelenit, _tuneque 


* eas tenaculo eduxeris, &c.”? 
RuYscH. 
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abolifhing the cavity, without deftroying 
any part of either tunic. 

I made the experiment eae by him, 
and found it fometimes fuccefsful, never 
hazardous, or prejudicial, but by no means 

certainly efficacious, or to be depended 
upon. The cannula, by its hardnefs and 
refiftance, was a very unpleafant gueft 
within the vaginal coat; and from its in- 
flexibility, upon any unguarded motion of 
the patient, injured the tefticle and gave 
very acute pain ; and the tent and bougie, 
which I occafionally fubftituted in its place, 
although they did not give fo much pain, 
were aan to a confiderable degree of un- 

certainty. | 
| Uncertainty and hazard are certainly very 
different things, and the latter much pre- 
ferable to the former: not to have injured 
a man by an experiment, affords fome de- 
gree of confolation under a difappointment : 
but yet, when it is confidered, that an ope- 
ration and procefs of this kind is fubmitted 
to from choice; and not from neceflity, if 
it fails of fuccefs, although no real harm 
be done either to the part, or to the con- 
ftitution of the patient, . both the lofs. of 
C 3 time 
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time and the confinement will become 
doubly irkfome, as they will be found not 
only not to have anfwered the end propofed, © 
but not to have brought the patient at all 
nearer to a cure than he was before the 
attempts, The reflexion is unpleafant to 
both parties. is be 


Being, from the effects both of the can- 
nula and tent, fatisfied that there was no 
kind of hazard in the introduction of a fo- 
reign body into the cavity of the tunica 
vaginalis, nor from its remaining there, 
and having many opportunities of meeting 
with this difeafe in St. Bartholomew’s, I 
determined to try what a feton would do 
toward raifing fuch a degree of inflamma- 
tion as might occafion a coalition of the 
two membranes, and effect the purpofe 
propofed by Profeffor Monro.* The fuc- 
cefs fully anfwered my expectation. 

; | In 


* His words are, ‘* Confidering how readily contiguous 

‘‘ inflamed parts grow together, and how many inftances 
** there are of people having a radical cure made of this hy- 
‘* drocele by inflammations coming on the part, it would _ 
‘* feem no unreafonable practice to endeavour a.concretion 
‘© of the two coats of the tefticle when they are brought cons 
§§ tiguous, after’ letting ogt the water through the cannula 
; 66 of 
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In my general treatife on the difeafes of _ 
_ the tefticle, I mentioned and recommend- 
ed it; but as I could not be certain what a 
greater length of time might produce 
to make me change my opinion, I menti- 
oned it with fome degree of caution. | 
Since that time I have embraced every 
opportunity, both in the hofpital and out, 
of practifing it, and that under fome im- 
provements ; and as I can now {peak poii- 
tively to its fuccefs, I thought it right to 
give it to the publick, who are always in- 
tituled to every benefit arifing from the 
Jabours of every man whom they have ho- 
noured with any degree of confidence ; 
and this as well on a principle of humanity 
as of gratitude. he 
| | 4 3 What 


“£* of a trochar, by artfully pees: a fufficient degree of in- 
‘« flammation. 

“‘ This to be fare muft be done cautioufly, and fo ne 
“¢ the furgeon can reafonably exped to be matter of the in- 
‘© flammation ; and therefore the. application of all irritating 
“« medicines, the operation of which he could not immedi- 
“* ately ftop, or any fingle mechanical effort, the effect of 
*© which he could not be fure of, are not to be employed... 

“© Suppofe the cannula of the trochar was to be left, by 
*« the extremity of it rubbing againft the tefticle, an inflam- 
** mation might be artfully raifed, the caufe of which might 


“* be taken away as foon as the furgeon thought fit.”’ 
Mepicau Essars. 
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What I ug: faid of it in the ee 
treatife is in the following words, . p. 
‘ 443. ‘* The point to be aimed at, is vi 

‘excite fuch a degree of inflammation, 
“S both in the tunica vaginalis and tunica 

“ albuginea, as thall occafion a general and 

** perfect cohefion between them; and 
‘* this, if poffible, without the production 
* of flough or ab{cefs; without the hazard 
‘‘ of gangrene, and without that degree of 
he = SRAM aEE feyer which now and then . 

‘ attend both the cauftic and the incifion ; 

‘and which, when they do happen, are 
tt fo alarming both to patient and fur- 

“ secon. 

“* 'Thefe ends I bere ‘pewiyta obtained 
* by the ufe of a feton. 
 €€It is a method of cure Becht by 
‘¢ Aquapendens from Guido, and others 
‘* before him, though their procefs was 
‘< fomewhat different from mine. I have 
‘* feveral times tried it on fubjects of very 
‘¢ different ages, fome of them more than 
‘* fifty years old. It requires confinement | 
‘to bed only for a few days, after which 
‘< the patient may lye upon a couch to. the 
‘* end of the attendance, which is general- 

c¢é ly 
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**ly finifhed in about three weeks or a 
“month at fartheft, and during all that 
“time no other procefs or regimen is 
“* neceflary, than what an inflammation of 
“the fame part from any other caufe, 
ss (for example a hernia humoralis) would 
F* require, 
“The manner of performing it 4G' AS 
‘© follows.  Choofe a.time when the vagi- 
** nal coat is moderately diftended, and 
Seles pierced it with a trochar of tole- 
““rable fize, draw off the water; when 
*¢ that is done, introduce into the cannula 
*©a probe armed with a feton confifting 
“ of ten or twelve ftrings of candle-wick 
** cotton ; pafs the probe as high to the up- 
““ per part of the vaginal coat as you can, 
‘« and on the end of that probe make an in- 
** cifion of fuch fize as to enable you to 
“* pull it out eafily, together with a part of 
* its annexed feton ; then cut off the probe, 
“* and tie the cotton very loofely, covering 
‘the orifices with pledgets. By the next 
** day the feton will be found to have con- 
4 tracted fuch an adhefion to the tunica al- 
‘f Buaines as. would caufe a great deal of 
*“ pain to detach ; but this it is Be reay 
‘ unne- 
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** unneceflary to do, and it fhould be fuffer- 
‘ed to remain without moleftation. In 
** about forty-eight hours the {crotum and 
** tefticle begin to {well and inflame; the 
‘* patient fhould then lofe fome blood, and 
*< have a ftool or two, and the whole tu- 
“* mefied part fhould be wrapped in a foft 
** pultice, and fufpended in a bag-trufs. 
‘* The difeafe from this time bears the ap- 
‘pearance of a large hernia humoralis, 
«© and mutt be treated in the fame manner, 
** by fomentation, cataplafm, &c. 

“* The adhefion of the feton to the albu- 
** ginea generally continues firm, and I 
“* never meddle with, or move it, till it 
< becomes perfectly loofe, which it feldom 
““ does for the firft fortnight, or until the 
‘‘ inflammation is going and the tumor | 
‘‘ fubfiding. By the time the feton be- 
“comes loofe, the coalition of parts is. 
‘* univerfally and firmly accomplifhed. I 
‘¢ then withdraw it, and heal the orifices 
** with a fuperficial pledget, &c.” 

This method was, as I faid, in general 
very fuccefsful; but repeated trials furnith- 
_ed me with objetions to fome parts of it, 
and 
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eat 


and sntinchid me to think that fuck parts, 


might be amended. 

I found that cutting upon the end of 
the probe was troublefome, both from its 
{mallnefs and from its flexibility, and alfo 
that it was fometimes difficult to keep it 
 fteady for the fame reafons, and that it al- 
ways required the affliftance of another per- 
fon’s hand befides that of the operator: a 
circumftance one would always’ with to 
avoid when poffible. I found alfo, fome- 
times, that the feton of candle-wick cot- 
ton did not pafs fo eafily as I could with ; 
and by rubbing the tunica albuginea too 
rudely, gave more pain than I liked. The 
feton as made of cotton, adhered, in fome 
inftances, too long and too firmly. From 
the intimate conneétion of the parts of the 
wet cotton with each other, it could never 
be brought away but entire; which, in 
| fome cafes, occafioned an unneceflary wafte 
of time. And, what was ftill worfe, 
_in two inftances it adhered fo firmly, that 
_ I was obliged to make a fmall incifion to 
get it away at all, 

All thefe inconveniences and objections I 
have now obviated and removed. 


The 
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The inftruments I now make ufe of are 
in the annexed plate, and are, 7 

A trochar, the diameter’ of whofe ¢ can- 
nula is very nearly, but not quite, one 
fourth of an inch: another cannula, . 
which I call the feton-cannula; which is 
made of filver, and is of fuch diameter as 
juft eafily to pafs through the cannula 
of the trochar, its length five inches: 
and a probe of fix inches one-half long, 
having at one extremity a fine fteel trochar~ 
point, and at the other an eye ie 
carries the feton; which feton confifts _ 
of juft fo much ftrong, coarfe, white ra 
fewing-filk as will without difficulty. pats 
through the latter cannula, but at the 
fame time will fill it. fae | 

With the trochar the inferior and an- 
terior part of the tumor is to be pierced, _ 
as in common palliative tapping. As foon ' 
as the water is difcharged, and the perfo- 
rator withdrawn, the feton-cannula is to 
be paffed through that of the trochar, u ( 
til it reaches the upper part of the tun 
vaginalis, and is to be felt in the very. 
upper part of the {crotum. This done, 
the probe armed with its feton is to be 
conveyed — 
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conveyed through the latter cannula, the 
vaginal coat and integuments to be pierced 
by its point, and the feton to be drawn 
through the cannula, until a fufficient 
quantity is brought out by the upper 
orifice. The two cannulz are then to be > 
withdrawn, and the operation is finifhed. 
It is executed in two or three feconds: 
of time, and: with little more pain than is. 
felt in common tapping. : 

By this method, every advantage which 
attended the former operation is obtained, 
and every inconvenience which it was 
liable to, is obviated and provided againit. 

The feton cannula, by its firmnefs, 
bears tight againft the place. where the 
feton, fhould be brought out; the trochar- 
point of the probe is kept from deviating 
by. its confinement, and. its point, pierces 
through the fkin immediately, and exadly 
in the place intended; while the feton by 
pafling through the cannula is. prevented 
from rubbing rudely over the tefticle. 

As foon.as the operationis finifhed, I put 
the patient into bed, and immediately give 
him arenty or twenty-five. drops. of tinc- 

tura 
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tura thebaica, which I repeat or not, pro 
re nata. 

_ About the third day the niticlé and férou! 
tum begin to inflame and fwell, and to 
put on the appearance of a hernia humora- 
lis, or the fwelled tefticle which now and 
then attends a clap; and requires the fame 
and no other kind of treatment; that is, 
fomentation, pultice, a fufpenfory bag, a 
cool, temperate regimen, and an open 
belly. 

By thefe means ete inflammation is foon 
and eafily appeafed. As foonas this end is” 
accomplifhed, I permit the patient to get 
out of bed and lie on a couch, or fit ina 
great chair with his legs up; and I gene- 
rally give the cortex in fome form or other 
twice or thrice a day. 

The forenefs and tumefaction now dimi-_ 
nifh apace 5 and as foon as the parts are 
quite eafy, which is generally about the 
tenth or twelfth day, I begin to withdraw 
the feton, taking out four, five, fix, or fe- 
ven threads of it at each dreffing, which 
dreffing confifts of nothing more than a fu- 
perficial pledget upon each of the orifices 
while they continue open, and a difcutient 

cerate 
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cerate (fach as the ceratum faturnin. ) to 
cover the fcrotum. 

The difcharge of matter from the orifices 
is {mall and trifling, no more than might 
be expected; the tunica vaginalis does not 
become floughy, but is preferved intire ; 
and the cure is accomplifhed, merely by 
the coalefcence or cohefion of the tunica 
vaginalis, with the tunica albuginea: an 
event, which, from what has fallen within 
my obfervation, I am inclined to believe, 
is moft frequently the confequence of a fe- 
vere hernia humoralis. 

In this circumftance, viz. the accom- 
plifhment of the cure, by adhefion of the 
two coats together, without any deftruction 
of parts, confifts the material difference 
between the method of cure by feton, and 
that by cauftic. 

All the practitioners who make ufe of 
the latter allow, that it produces a flough 
of the whole tunica vaginalis ; that it de- 
ftroys the whole bag or cyft, and ned it is 
ufed with intention fo to do. 

In the cure by feton no flough i is jaune 
ced, (at leaft I have never feen one) nor is 
the vaginal coat deftroyed in any part of it, 

a firm 
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a firm cohefion is made between the two 
ge aN occafioned by the inflammati- 
; and the cure is effected folely thereby. 

Y fhall always moft gladly embrace any 
opportunity to improve fo noble and’ fo 
really ufeful an art as furgery ; but, at the 
fame. time, fhould be very forry to have it 
fuppofed, that any partiality to my own . 
opinion would make me mifreprefent, or 
deviate from truth. 


Since this pamphlet firft-appeared, Mr. 
Exse has publifhed a fecond edition of his 
account of the cure by cauttic. 

In this he has recited two attempts by 
the feton, which were under the conduc 
of Mr. Martin, in St. Thomas’s hofpital.. 

I make no doubt that the. circumftances 
were as: Mr. Exse has related them; but 
I muft take the liberty of faying,, that al- 
though I have practifed the method of cure 
by feton, on a very confiderable number, of 
people, both in the hofpital of St. Bartho- 
lomew, and out of it, of all ages, and in 

all 
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all circumftances, I have never yet met 
with that trouble, or thofe difagreeable 
fymptoms which Mr. Exse has related as — 
happening to Mr. Martin’s two patients ; 
on the contrary, Iam, from very frequent- 
ly repeated experience, convinced, that 
the cure by the feton is by much the leaft 
hazardous, painful, or fatiguing, as well 
as the moft expeditious and certain of any 
yet propofed.* : 


* Although I am as much a friend to fimplicity in chi- 
rurgic operations as any man can be, and think that whatever 
can be well done by means of one inftrument,- is moft fre- 
quently better done than by means of feveral ; yet, in this 
inftance, I cannot help thinking otherwife. 

“The intent of the feton cannula is to defend the tunica 
albuginea teftis from the rude paflage of the filk over it: 
from the pain and other difagreeable circumftances which I 
have feen attend the omiffion of it, I muft again recommend 
its ufe, though it does add to the inftrumental apparatus. 
From frequent and repeated experience I muft alfo advife the 
ufing a fkein of white filk inftead of ribband or tape. 

Whatever is ufed will neceffarily contract fome degree of 
adhefion to the tefticle, during its inflamed ftate ; and this 
adhefion will unavoidably create fome little trouble and un- 
eafinefs whenever the feton is withdrawn ; but this pain and 
- trouble will neceffarily be leaft, when the feton is compofed 
of fuch materials as are capable of being taken away at dif- 
. ferent times inftead of all at once. 

When a feton of any kind is ufed for the purpofe of ma- 
king, or of continuing a drain of matter, it is right to move 
it daily, and frequently to fhift it; but in this cafe, as the 
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intention is different, fo fhould our condu& be: the inten- 
tion is merely, by the refidence of the feton, to excite fuch 
a flight degree of inflammation as fhall occafion an adhefion 
of the tunica albuginea teftis to the tunica vaginalis, and not 
a fappuration ; the moving it daily, or even at all until the 
proper time of taking it quite away, can do no good, and - 
muft, by exciting unneceffary pain, do harm, 
| therefore muft repeat my advice, to let it remain un- 
moved for a week or ten days, at the end of which time it 
will have accomplifhed its end, and then had better be ree 
moved than not. 
Suppuration is not only not intended, but fhould, as muck 
as it may be in our power, be guarded againft, . 
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PRE Ce 


IT has been faid, that when a man thinks 
that he can, by publifhing his opinion, 
derive any benefit to his fellow-creatures, 
he has no reafon to be anxious about making 


an apology for fuch publication, 


£ bis, within a certain limitation, is true; 
but, taken in its full extent, may be urged as 
an excufé for obtruding that on the world, 
which may not be worth its acceptance. 


Pofibly the following Sheets may be 
thought to come within that predicament. 


The only defence I have to make for them 
1s, that from the moft diligent and moft fre- 
quent inquiry into the general method of 
treating the difeafe in queftion, I am convin- 
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ced, that fuch method may be confiderably im- 
proved; that is, may be rendered lefs pain- 
ful, more expeditious, and more fuccefsful. 


I fhould be very forry to have it thought, 
“that I meant, by this, to fignify, that my o- 
pinion on this fubjeét is different from that of 
all my brethren: I know it ts not; I know 
that there are fome gentlemen of the profeffion 
who think of wt as I do: but I alfo know, 
that .a very different doctrine is inculcated, 
and avery different method followed, by the 
majority of writers, practitioners, and teach- 
ers. 


The number of thofe who have had fre- 

quent opportunities of feeing this kind of at- 
Jseafe, ts not large, compared to that of thofe, 
who are daily liable to be called to the care of 
it: the number of thofe who reflect on what 
they fee, or read, and who take the liberty of 
thinking for them/felves, is till fmaller ; fo that 
the precepts delivered by fuch as have obtained 
any degree of reputation, do almoft neceffarily 
become rules of practice to the multitude. 


E have, on this occafion, carefully perufed 
almaft every writer of charatter on the fub- 
Jeet ; 
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, jel and think, that I may venture to fay, 
that they are all either defective, or errone- 
ous: they either pafs the difeafe over fughtly, 
and without that regard which it certainly 
requires, and deferves ; or fubject it to a me- 
thod of cure, which 1s operofe, painful, tedi- 
ous, and unneceffarily productive of future 


evil. 


The term Cutting for a Fiftula, conveys 
to a patient a terrible idea; and this terror 
is not a little increafed by his incapacity of 
feeing the part difeafed. The majority of 
writers have greatly increafed, rather than 
leffened, this dread: and, as the operation is 
(under their directions) fometimes performed, 
it is, indeed, avery Severe one: a great part 
of this feverity appears to me to be unneceffa- 
ry; and I cannot help thinking, that a more 
ferious reflexion on the parts concerned in the 
difeafe, and on tts different nature in differ- 
ent fiates and circumfiances, would lead us to 
a more rational method of treating it, and to 
a more eafy and expeditious cure. 


Lo point fuch method out, is the intention 
of the following trad. 


dn the execution “of it, I have fometimes 
D 4 found 
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found myfelf under a necefity of controverting 
the opinion of fome gentlemen of deferved emt- 
nence: if I have done this with decency and 
good manners, no apology is necefary. The 
bonor of our art, and the moral charaéters of 
its profe > ffars fuffer, whenever we pay fo blind 
deference to any one, as prevents us from 
ufing our own judgments, and from declaring 
freely the refults of our inguiries or expert- 
ments. Truth, as Lord Bacon has faa; 7s 
not the child of authority, but of time. And 
were. we to allow ourfelves to Suppofe, P let 
the Jubject be what it may, provided it be hi- 
able to experiment) that nothing more, or 
new, could be taught, it ts pretty clear, that 
nothing more, or new, would be learnt 


I therefore hope, that the prredin which 
I have ufed, either in relating the opinions, 
‘or in objecting to the prattice of others; will 
not be attributed to an invidious difpofition to 
jind fault ; but merely to a defire of being fer~ 
viceable to mankind in that way, in which, 
I flatter myfelf, that I may be in fome de» 
gree capable; and of improving, as. much as 
in me les, the very neceffary, and univerfally 

ufeful Science of SURGERY. 
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LEAR and precife definitions of dif 
eafes, and the application of fuch 
names to them as are expreflive of 

their true and real nature, are of more 
confequence than they are generally ima- 
gined to be: untrue or imperfect ones 
occafion falfe ideas; and falfe ideas are 

_ generally followed by erroneous practice. 
It would be no difficult matter to pro- 
duce inftances of diforders, whofe treat- 
ment has, for a great length of time, 
been accommodated more to the titles im- 
‘pofed upon them, than to their true and 
| real 
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real character: among thefe, my prefent 
fubject is a moft glaring proof. 

The cuftom of giving the appellation of 
Fiftula to every impoftumation, and to 
every collection of matter formed near 
- to the Anus, has, by conveying a falfe 
notion of them, been productive of fuch 
methods of treating them, as (though, 
pethaps, fuited to fuch idea) are diametri- 
cally oppofite to thofe which ought to be 
purfued : fuch as have often rendered thofe 
cafes tedious and painful, which might 
have been cured eafily and expeditioufly: 
and confequently fuch as have brought 
difgrace on our art, and unneceflary trou- 
ble on mankind. : 

A fmall orifice or outlet from a large 
or deep cavity, difcharging a thin gleet, 
or fanies, made a confiderable part of the — 
idea, which our anceftors had of a fiftu- 
lous fore, wherever feated. With the 
term fiftulous, they always connected a 
notion of catlofity: and, therefore, when-. 
ever they found fuch a kind of opening 
yielding fuch fort of difcharge, and at- 
tended with any degree of induration, they 
called the complaint a Fiftula. Imagining 

this 
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this callofity to be a difeafed alteration 
made in the very ftruéture of the parts, 
they had no conception that it could be 
cured by any means, but by removal with 
a cutting inftrument, or by deftruction 
with efcharotics: and, therefore, they 
immediately attacked it with knife or 
cauftic, in order to accomplifh one of 
thefe ends: and very terrible work (by 
their own accounts) they often made, be- 
fore they did accomplith it. | 

Several of the abovementioned circum- 
ftances do frequently attend collections of 
matter near to the rectum; and therefore | 
for want of proper attention to the true na- 
ture of the cafe, the cuftom of calling 
them all Fiftule has generally prevailed, 
though without any foundation in truth or 
nature. | | 

That abfceffes, formed near the funda- 
ment, do fometimes, from. bad habits, © 
from extreme neglect, or from grofs mif- 
treatment, become fiftulous, is certain; 
but the majority of them have not, at firft, 
any one character or mark of a true fitula ; 
nor can, withott the moft fupine aR 


on the fide of the patient, or the moft 
ae ignorant 
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: ignorant mifmanagement on the part of 
the furgeon, degenerate, or be converted 
into one. : 

Collections of matter from inflammation 
(wherever formed) if they be not opened 
in time, and in a proper‘manner, do often 
burit. The hole, through which the mat-+ 
ter finds vent, is generally {mall, and not 
often fituated in the moft convenient, 
or moft dependant, part of the tutor : 
it therefore is unfit for the difcharge of all 
the contents of the abfcefs; and, inftead 
of clofing, contracts itfelf to a {maller fize, 
and becoming hard at its edges, continues 
to drain off what is furnifhed by the wn- 
digefted fides of the cavity. 

This is often the cafe in the moft fini 
eatin ot flefhy parts of the body, where 
the cellular and adipofe membrane does not 
abound ; but is more particularly fo in the 
neighbourhood of the anus, where that 
- membrane is large in quantity, well ftock- 
ed with fat, and not comprefled by the ac-: 
tion of any large or ftrong mufcles. 

Why critical defluxions and abfcefies are 
frequently formed in this part, is fo obvi- 
ous to every one, who confiders its natu- 

7 ral 
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ral ftructure, that it muft be quite unne- 
ceflary to enter into an explanation of it: 
I fhall therefore only obferve, that when it 
becomes the feat of fuch kind of defluxion, 
it can make little or no refiftance ; but im- 
mediately fwells, and becomes hard to a 
confiderable extent: and although impof- 
tumation is’ very frequently the confe- 
quence, yet the induration extending itfelf 
a good way beyond the bounds of the ab- 
{cefs, the firft {uppuration is by no means 
equal to the diffolution of fuch hardnefs ; 
efpecially, if inftead of being opened pro- 

perly, the fkin has been fuffered to burft. 

The fmallnefs of this accidental orifice ; 
the hardnefs of its edges; its being found 
to be the outlet from a deep cavity ; the 
daily difcharge ofa thin, gleety, difcolour- 
ed kind of matter; and the induration of 
the parts round about, have all contribu- 

ted to raife, and confirm the idea of a true 
fiftula. | ; 
To this. idea, the general treatment of 
thefe cafes has therefore been made to ac-. 
cord: upon this, has been built the pre- 
wailing doétrine, of free excifion, or as free 
deftrucion, without any regard to the ori- 
ginal 
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ginal production of the complaint, its par- 
ticular feat, its date, or any other attend- 
ant circumftances ; and without examining, 
whether it would not admit a more eafy 
and a more expeditious method of cure. 
In fhort, this notion, that all finufes near 
the rectum are neceflarily fiftulous, has oc- 
cafioned the prefcription of fuch a manner 
of treating them, from their very firft ap- 
pearance, as they can hardly ever ftand in 
need of at any time; and a mere ill-found- 
ed fuppofition, that the induration of the 
parts about may be owing to a difeafed 
callofity, is urged as a reafon for ufing 
them with more feverity than even fuch 
{tate would require. 2 


Nghe 8 


HOEVER would obtain a true no- 

tion of the difeafe in queftion, muft 
confider it under all the forms in which it 
makes its appearance. ‘Thefe, which are 
many and various, (both with regard to 
afpect, fituation, and fymptoms) are what 
fhew the different nature of the complaint 
| in 
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in different ftates, and are the circumftan- 
ces which ought to regulate a furgeon’s 
condudt in the care of it. 

Semetimes the attack is made with 
fymptoms of high inflammation ; with 
pain, fever, rigor, &c. and the abfcefs 
proves truly critical; that is, it becomes a 
folution of the fever. 

In this cafe, a part of the buttock near 
to the anus is confiderably fwollen, and 
has a large’ circum{cribed hardnefs. In a 
fhort time, the middle of this hardnefs be- 
comes red, and inflamed; and in the cen- 
ter of it matter is formed. 

This (in the language of our seed 
is called in general a Phlegmon; but when 
it appears in this particular part, a Phyma. 

The pain is fometimes great, the fever 
high, the tumor large, and exquifitely 
tender: but however difagreeable the ap- 
pearances may have been, or however high 
the fymptoms may have rifen, before fup- 
puration, yet, when that end is fairly and 
fully accomplifhed, the patient generally 
becomes eafy and cool; and the matter 
formed under fuch circumftances, though 
it may be plentiful, yet is good. 

| On 
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On the other hand, the external parts, 
after much. pain, attended with fever, fick- 
nefs, &c. are fometimes attacked with con- 
fiderable inflammation, but without any 
of that circumfcribed hardnefs, which 
characterized the preceding tumor; inftead 


-of which, the inflammation is extended | 


largely, and the fkin wears an eryfipelatous 
kind of an appearance. In this, the dif- 
eafe is more fuperficial; the quantity of 
matter {mall, and the cellular membrane 
floughy to a confiderable extent. 
Sometimes, inftead of either of the pre- 
coHie appearances, there is formed in this 


part, what the French call une fuppuration 


gangreneufe; in which the cellular and 
adipofe membrane is affected in the fame 
manner as. it is in the difeafe called a 
Carbuncle. 

In this cafe, the,ikinsisabee ideas red 
or purple kind of colour; and although 
harder than when in a natural ftate, yet it 
has, by no means, that degree of tenfion 
or refiftance, which it has either in the 
phlegmon, or in the eryfipelas. 3 
_ The patient has generally, at firft, a 
hard, full, jarring pulfe, with great thirft, 


and 


& 
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and very fatiguing reftleffnefs. If the pro- 
grefs of the difeafe be not ftopped, or the 
patient relieved by medicine, the pulfe 
foon changes into an unequal, low, faul- 
tring one; and the ftrength and the {pirits 
fink in fuch manner, as to imply great and 
immediately-impending mifchief. The 
matter formed under the fkin, fo altered, 
is {mall in quantity, and bad in quality ; 
and the adipofe membrane is gangrenous 
and floughy throughout the extent of the 
difcolouration. This generally happens to 
perfons, whofe habit is cither naturally 
bad, or rendered fo by intemperance. 

In each of thefe different affections, the 
whole malady is often confined to the fkin 
and cellular membrane underneath it; and 
no other fymptoms attend, than the ufual 
general ones, or fuch as arife from the\ 
formation of matter or floughs in the part 
immediately affected. But it alfo often 
happens, that, added to thefe, the patient 
is made unhappy by complaints arifing 
- from an influence, which fuch. mifchief 
has.on parts in the neighbourhood of the 
difeafe ; fuch as the urinary bladder, the 
vagina, the urethra, the hemorrhoidal 

Vor, II. E veflels, 
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veffels, and the rectum ; producing reten- 
tion of urine, ftrangury, dyfury, bearing 
down, tenefmus, piles, diarrhcea, or ob- 


ftinate coftivenefs: which complaints are 


fometimes, fo prefling, as to claim all our 
attention. On the other hand, large quan- 
tities of matter, and deep floughs are fome- 


“times formed, and great devaftation com-- 


"mitted on the parts about the re@um, with 
little or no previous pain, tumor, or in- 
flammation. 


Sometimes the difeafe makes its ist. ap- 


pearance in an induration of the fkin, near 
to the verge of the anus, but without pain 
or alteration of colour; which hardnefs 
gradually foftens and fuppurates. The mat- 
_ ter, when let out, in this cafe, is {mall in 
quantity, good in quality ; and the fore is 
fuperficial, clean, and well-conditioned. 
On the contrary, it now and then happens, 
that although the pain is but little, and the 
inflammation apparently flight, yet the 


‘matter is large in quantity, bad in quality, 


extremely offenfive, and proceeds froma 


deep crude hollow, which bears an ill" 


. natured afpect. 
es Place Alf where the abfitets pointes 
and 
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and where the matter, if let alone, would 
burit its way out, is various and uncertain. 
Sometimes it is in the buttock, at a dif- 
tance from the anus; at other times near 
its verge, or in the perineum: and this 
difcharge is made fometimes from one 
orifice only, fometimes from feveral. In_ 
fome cafes, there is not only an opening 
through the fkin externally, but another 
through the inteftine into its cavity : in 
others, there is only one»orifice, and that 
either external, or internal. 

Sometimes the matter is formed at a con- 
fiderable diftance from the reQtum, which 
is not even laid bare by it; at others, it is 
laid bare only, and not perforated: it is 
alfo fometimes not only denuded, but pier- 
ced; and that in more places than one. 
The original feat of the mifchief is, in 
fome cafes, high up in the pelvis, near the 
lower vertebre of the loins, and the,os 

facrum ; and the matter comes from parts 
fo difeafed, and fo out of reach, that the 
cafe is hopelefs from the firft. Thefe dif- 
ae are to fome perfons falutary, and | 
* prove folutions of general difeafes, which 
eras long infefted the habit : ; to others, 
pee: Ba 3 my : 
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they often prove fatal, by exhaufting the 
{mall remains of ftrength. If the difeafe 
has its foundation in. the Jues venerea 
(which is not a very uncommon cafe) it fre- 
quently communicates with the urethra, 
and neck of the bladder, producing great 
difturbance and mifery to. the patient. 
And fometimes it happens, that fiftulous 
openings, near the anus, give difcharge to 
a fanies, proceeding from a cancerous {tate 
of fome of the parts within the pelvis. 

Whoever attends to this variety of ftates 
and circumftances, mutt be convinced, that 
no one, particular method can fuit them 
all; but that in this, as in many other 
cafes, the furgeon’s conduct mutt be varied 
occafionally, and adapted to the exigencies 
of each individual. 


: S EC T.., Ill. 
T very feldom happens, | sghen: inflam- 
matory defluxions are made on the cel- 
lular membrane furrounding the inteftine 
rectum, that it is in our power to prevent * 
the formation of matter; nor, if it was, 
: would 
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would it often be right fo to do; as thefe 
abfceffes feldom happen to any body, to 
whom they are not,’ at leaft, a temporary 
relief. : 

SAT confideration, hier Ceol of that kind 
is generally out of the queftion: and 
our bufinefs, if called to it at the begin- 
ning, muft be to moderate the fymptoms ; 
to forward the fuppuration; when the | 
matter is formed, to let it out; and to 
treat the fore in fuch manner, as fhall 
be moft likely to produce a aa and 
lafting cure. 

When there are no fymptoms which 
require particular attention, and all that 
we have to do is to affift the maturation of 
_ the tumor, a foft pultice is the beft appli- 
cation. When the difeafe is fairly of the 
phlegmonoid kind, the thinner the {kin is 
fuffered to become, before the abfcefs . 
be opened, the better; as the induration 
of the parts about will thereby be the 
more diffolved, and, confequently, there 
will be the lefs to do after fuch opening 
has been made. This kind of tumor is 
_ generally found in people of full, fangu-~ 
ine habits, and. who, therefore, if the 

OR: pain 


te 
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pain be great, and the fever high, will 
bear evacuation, both by phlebotomy, 
and gentle cathartics:, which is not often 
the cafe of thofe, who are faid to be of 
bilious conftitutions; in whom the in- 
flammation is of larger extent, and in 
which the fkin wears the yellowifh tint of 
the eryfipelas; perfons of fuch kind of 
habit, and in fuch circumftances, being 
in general feldom capable of bearing large 
evacuation. 4 

The obfervation is general, with regard 
to eryfipelatous inflammations in any part 
of the body, and is by no means confined 
to this. 

I may, ofiibly, be cenfured, for hci 
ping out of my way to mention it; but it — 
is a truth of fo much importance to many, 
and I have feen fuch melancholy inftances 
- from its being not known, or not at- 
tended to, that my intention muft plead ~ 

my excufe. 

--'This kind of infammation (I mean the 
eryfipelatous) generally makes its attack 
with naufea, vomiting, flight rigor, heat, 
thirft, and reftleffnefs. : 

The quicknefs of pulfe, and heat of © 

f{kin, 


{ 
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fkin, ate indications for fome degree of 
evacuation, and indeed fometimes render 
it requifite; but it is a very prevailing 
opinion with many practitioners, that 
thefe evacuations fhould be freely made, 
and frequently repeated: in fhort, that 
the cure of this kind of inflammation is 
fafely to be effected by them; which is fo 
far from being true, that the praétice has 
proved fatal to many. If, for inftance, 
blood be drawn off in fuch quantity” as 
that the patient’s pulfe finks fuddenly, 
or if his ftrength be confiderably reduced 
by purging, it is no very uncommon thing 
for the inflammation to leave the part firft 
affected, and for fuch complaints to come 
on immediately, as foon prove deftruétive, 
and afford no opportunity to repair the 
mifchief which the evacuation has pro- 
_ duced. 

When the sidanidietlon,3 is of this kind, 
the quantity of matter formed is {mall, 
- compared to the fize and extent of the 
tumor; the difeafe is rather a floughy, 
_ putrid ftate of the cellular membrane, 
than an impoftumation ; and therefore, 
the fooner it is opened, the better: if 
‘ ‘a E 4 we 
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we wait for the matter to make a point, 
we fhall wait for what will not happen; 
at leaft not till after a confiderable length 
of time: during which, the difeafe in the 
membrane will extend itfelf, and, confe- — 
quently, the cavity of the finus, or abfcefs, - 
be thereby greatly increafed. 

- When, inftead of either of the preceding 
appearances, the {kin wears a dufky, pur- 
plith-red colour; has a doughy, | unre- 
fifting kind of feel, and is very little fenfi- 
ble: when thefe circumftances are joined 
with an unequal, faultring kind of pulfe, 
irregular fhiverings, a great failure of 
ftrength and {pirits, a and inclination to 
dofe, the cafe is formidable, and the event 
generally fatal. | 

The habit, in thefe Hania ier is 
always bad; fometimes from nature, but 
much more frequently from gluttony and 
intemperance, What affiftance art can 
lend, muft be adminiftered {peedily ; every 
minute is of confequence; and if the dif- 
-eafe be not ftopped, the patient will fink. 

Here is no need for evacuation of any kind: 
recourfe muft, be immediately had to medi- 
cal affiftance ; the part. affected fhould be 

frequently. 


{ 
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| , 
frequently fomented with hot fpirituous 
fomentations; large and deep incifion 
fhould be made into the difeafed part; and 
the applications made to it fhould be of 
the warmeft, moft antifeptic kind. 

This ‘alfo is a general kind of obfervati- 
on, and equally applicable to the fame 
fort of difeafe in any part of the body. 
Our anceftors have thought fit to call it in 
fome a Carbuncle, and in others by other 
names; but it is (wherever feated) really 
and truly, a gangrene of the cellular and 
-adipofe membrane ;. it always implies great 
degeneracy of habit, and, moft commonly, 
ends ill. 

Strangury, dyfury, and even total reten- 
tion of urine, are no very uncommon at- 
tendants' upon abfcefles forming in the 
neighbourhood of the rectum and bladder ; 
more efpecially, if the feat of them be near _ 
the neck of the latter, | | 

They fometimes continue from the firft 
attack of the inflammation, until the mat- 
ter is formed, and has made its way out- 
ward; and fometimes laft a few hours 
_ only. | 
The two former folk commonly are 

eafily 
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eafily relieved by the lofs of blood, and the 
ufe of gum arabic, with nitre, &c. But 
the laft (the total retention) is, (while it 
continues) both fatiguing and alarming. —~ 
They who have not often feen this cafe, 
generally have immediate recourfe to the 
catheter; and for this they plead the au- 
thority of precept: but the practice is fo 
‘effentially wrong, and I have feen fuch 
terrible confequences from it, that I can- 
not help entering my proteft againtft it. 
The neck of the bladder, from its vici- | 
nity to the parts where the inflammation 
is feated, and from its being involved in 
the fame common membrane, does certain- 
ly participate, in fome degree, of the faid 
infammation. This will, in fome mea- 
fure, account for the complaint ; but who- 
ever confiders the extremely irritable ftate 
of the parts compofing that part of the 
urethra, (if I may be allowed fo to call it) 
and will, at the fame time, reflect on the 


amazing and well-known effects of irritati- 


on, will be convinced that the principal 
part of this complaint arifes from that 
caufe; and that the difeafe is, ftridtly 
fpeaking, fpafmodic. The manner in 

which 


{ 
vHE FISTULA in ANO. 64 


which an attack of this kind is generally 
made; the very little diftenfion which the 
bladder often fuffers; the {mall quantity of 
urine fometimes contained in it, even when 
the fymptoms are moft prefling ; and the 
moft certain, as well as fafe, method of 
relieving it; all tend to ftrengthen fuch o- 
pinion.* 

But whether we attribute the evil to in- 
flammation, or to fpafmodic irritation, 
whatever can, in any degree, contribute 
to the exafperation of either, mutt be pal- 
pably and manifeftly wrong. The violent 
-paflage of the catheter through the neck 
of the bladder (for violent in fuch circum- 
ftances it muft be) can never be right. I 
will not fay, that it never fucceeds ; but 
I will fay, that it can hardly ever be pro- 
per to make the attempt. 

If the inftrument be fuccefsfully intro- 

duced, 


* Great and acute as the pain is in the neck of the blad- 
der, and about the pubes, in a retention of urine, it is not 
greater, nor more acute, than is fometimes felt in the fame 
parts by thofe in whofe bladder no urine is to be found, 
and in whom the catheter may be paffed with very little trou- 
ble or refiftance. This complaint, which I have more than 
two or three times feen, is truly fpafmodic; and, according- 
ly, always gives way to opium, more efpecially if ufedin the 
form of glyfter, 


- 
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duced, it muft either be withdrawn as 
foon as the bladder is emptied, or it muft 
be left in it: if the former be done, the 
fame caufe of retention remaining, the 
fame effect returns; the fame pain and 
violence muft be again fubmitted to, un- 
der (moft likely) increafed difficulties. On 
the other hand, if the catheter be left in 
the bladder, it will often, while its neck 
is in this ftate, occafion fuch difturbance, 
that.the remedy (as it is called) will prove 
an exafperation of the difeafe, and add to 
the evil it is defigned to alleviate: nor is 
this all; for the refiftance which the parts, 
while in this ftate, make, is fometimes fo 
great, that if any violence be ufed, the in- 
ftrument will make for itfelf a new rout ‘in 
the neighbouring parts, and lay the foun- 


dation of fuch mifchief as frequently _ 


baffles all our art.---An accident, which I 
have known happen to thofe whofe judg- 
ment and dexterity have never been doubt- 

ed. : | 
The true, fafe and rational method of 
relieving this complaint is by evacuation 
and anodyne relaxation: this not only pro- 
cures immediate eafe, but does, at the 
| fame 
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fame time, ferve another very material 
purpofe ; which is that of maturating the 
abfcefs. Lofs of blood is neceflary; the 
' quantity to be determined by the ftrength 
and ftate of the patient: the inteftines 
fhould alfo be emptied, if there be time 
for fo doing, by a gentle cathartic; but 
the moft effectual relief will be from the 
warm bath, or femicupium, the applica- 
tion of bladders with hot water to the 
pubes and perineum, and, above all other 
remedies, the injection of glyfters, con- 
fitting of warm water, oil, and opium. 
There may have been cafes which have 
refitted and bafHled this method of treat- 
ment; but I have never met with them. 
On the other hand, I have feen fo great 
and permanent mifchief from the prema- 
ture ufe of the catheter, that it would have 
been better for the patient to have funk 
under the firft evil, than to have lived to 
experience that variety of mifery, to which 
all they are fubje@ who are afflicted with 
a difeafed or injured neck of the bladder. 
_A painful tenefmus is no uncommon at- 
tendant upon an inflammatory defluxion on 
the parts about the retum. The frequent 
oat ufe 
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ufe of the mufcles, whofe office it is to ex- 
pel from the gut whatever is troublefome 
to it, and by whofe action, the parts 
which make. the feat of the difeafe muft 
be continually compreffed, make this, 
while it lafts, a very difagreeable complaint. 

If adofe of rhubarb, joined with a warm 
anodyne, fuch as the conf. mithrid. or 
fuch-like, does not remove it, the injecti- 
on of thin ftarch and opium, or tind. 
thebaic. is almoft infallible. 

The bearing down, as it is called, in fe- 
males, as it proceeds, in this cafe, from the 
fame kind of caufe (viz. irritation) admits 
relief from the fame means as the tenefmus. 

In fome habits, an obftinate coftivenefs 
attends this kind of inflammation, accom- 
panied, not unfrequently, with a painful 
diftention and enlargement of the hemor- 
rhoidal veffels, both internally and exter- 
nally. While a quantity of hard feces are 
detained within the large inteftines, the 
whole habit muft be difordered ; and the 
fymptomatic fever, which neceflarily ac- 
companies the formation of matter, mutt 
be confiderably heightened. And while the 
veflels furrounding the rectum (which are 

large 
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large and numerous) are diftended, all the 
ills proceeding from preffure, inflammati- 
on, and irritation, mutt be increafed. This 
is too obvious to need any explanation : and 
it muft be as obvious, that phlebotomy, 
laxative glyfters, and a low, cool regimen, 
muft be the remedies ; while a foft cata- 
plafm applied externally ferves to relax and 
mollify the fwollen, indurated piles, at the 
fame time that it haftens the fuppuration. 
Thefe are, I think, the moft material of 
the complaints which attend inflamma- 
tory defluxions and formations of matter 
about the anus and rectum. ‘They are in- 
deed moft of them fymptomatic, or accef- 
fory to the original difeafe; but they are 
frequently of fuch immediate confequence 
to the eafe, and fometimes even to the fafe- 
ty of the perfon afflicted, that they require 
all our attention. Whoever neglects or 
miftreats them, will caufe his patient to 
fuffer a great deal of unneceflary pain, fa- . 
tigue, and even hazard: whoever attends 
to, and treats them properly, will find that 
_ by relieving and appewling thefe accidental 
ills, he will affift the cure of the principal 3 


com- 
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complaint, and gain time, inftead of lofing 
it. 


Beto tye 


ET us now confider this difeafe, when 


the firft fymptoms attending the in- 


flammation are gone off, and matter is ei- 
ther formed and colle@ed, in fuch manner 
as to be fit fora furgeon to give difcharge 
toit: or, (that opportunity having been 


avoided or neglected,) it has burft through ; 
the parts containing it, and has made its 


own way out. 

The different {tates and id hae 
produced either by the collection of this 
matter, or by the manner in which it has 
made its efcape, will neceflarily occafion a 
difference in the manner of treating the 
cafe; and may, for method-fake, as well 


as for the more perfectly underftanding the’ 


true nature of the difeafe, be reduced to 
two general heads ; viz. os 

. Thofe, in which the inteftine j is not 
at “ti interefted ; and, 


2. Thofe, in which it is either ah bare, - 


or perforated. 
Let 


% 
a 


\ 
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Let us firft fuppofe the matter to be fair- 
ly formed; to have made its point, as it is 
called ; and to be fit to be let out. 

Where fuch point is, that is, where the 
fkin is moft thin, and the fluctuation moft 
palpable, there the opening matt certain-. 
ly ought to be made. ) 

Some of our predeceffors, either from a 

fear which almoft neceflarily accompanies 
the want of anatomical knowledge, or 
from an aukwardnefs attending the difufe 
of a cutting inftrument, adopted the me- 
' thod of opening thefe (as well as moft o- 
ther ab{ceffes) by cauttic. 
_ With all due deference to theca J 
will yenture to fay, that it is in general 
MeaDE ; and poe ticularly fo in. the prefent 
cafe. 

‘It often gives unneceffary pain ; and it 
produces a lofs of fubftance, and a kind of | 
¢icatrix, which is not only unfeemly, but 
frequently proves a lafting inconvenience. 

Some of the patrons of potential fire do, . 
indeed, give a {pecious kind of reafon for- 
its ufe; viz. that it makes a more large 
and free opening for the difcharge; and 
that, by the time the efchar is feparated, . 
Vou. Ill. F the - 


my. 
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the hollow underneath is generally more 
than half filled up. 

In a few, (very few) particular. cafes, 
where the deftruction of glandular parts 
may become neceflary, after the efchar is 


thrown off, (as in the cafe of venereal. 


bubos) there may be fome force in this 
argument, and cauftics may be found ufe- 
ful; but in the prefent cafe, and in moft 
others, in which they are freely and fre- 
quently applied, they appear to me to be 
highly improper ; as they neceflarily occa- 
fion a lofs of parts, and a kind of efchar, 


which is, in general, an indelible blemifh, 
to fay no worfe. And with regard to the 


particular circumftance of the hollow being 
filled almoft up, by the time the efchar is 
feparated, if the furgeon will drefs an ab- 


fcefs, opened by incifion, in the fame ealy, 


fuperficial manner he does one opened by 


cauitic, he will find the confequence to be 


the fame. But, I know not why, a no- 
_ tion has long prevailed, that an abfcefs 


opened by a knife muft be immediately 


crammed and ftuffed with dreffings, while 
that on which a cauftic has been applied 


mutt be let alone until the efchar cafts off. 


bet 
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Let the one be treated as the other is, (and 
as they both ought to be) and the event 
will be found to be alike in each: except- 
ing this material difference in favour of the 
knife, that it will not neceffarily occafion 
any deftruétion of parts, lofs of fubftance, 
nor any deformity which is at all compara- 
ble with what Leal specs the ufe of the 
cauttic. 

In making the opening, the knife or 
lancet fhould be paffed in deep enough to 
reach the fluid ; -and, when it is in, the 
incifion fhould be continued’ upward and. 
downward,*in fuch manner as to divide all 
the fkin covering the matter. By thefe 
means, the contents of the abf{cefs will be 
difcharged at once; future lodgment of 
- matter will be prevented; convenient room 
- will be made for the application of proper 
dreflings ; and there will be no neceffity 
_ for making the incifion in different direc- 

Ez A  ttons, 
: * When I fay upward and downward, I fuppofe the pa- 
tient to ftand on his feet, with his legs and thighs ftraight, 
and his body leaning forward over a table, or a bed; which 
pofture gives the faireft view of the parts; and puts them 


into the beft pofition for the operation, as well as for the 
operator. \ 


4 
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tions, or for removing any part of the fkin | 
compofing the verge of the anus. 

Notwithftanding that all .thefe collecti- 
ons of matter are generally called by the 
name of Fiftule, and are all fuppoted tie 

‘ affect the inteftinum rectum, yet it is very 
certain that the feat of the ab{cefs, (the 
‘place where the matter is formed) i is fome- 
times at fuch diftance from thé gut, that 
it is not at all interefted by it; and that 
none of thefe cafes either are, or can OS 
originally fiftule. 

In this {tate of the difeafe, we have no 
more neceflarily to do with the inteftine, 
than if it was not there; the cafe is to be 
confidered merely as an abfcefs in the cel- 
lular membrane, which will require (in. 
the ufual phrafe) to be digefted, incarned, 

and (if praéticable) healed, without med- 
dling with the rectum in any. manner. 

As this is “a matter of fome importance 
to the patient, it is worth a little confide- 
ration. | 

Suppofe an ab{cefs formed in ithe neigh~ 
bourhood of the rectum, which, after a 

- certain degree of {welling and inflamma- 
jHODs Tipens, or comes to a point, fome- 

where 
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where near to the verge of the anus. Sup- 
pofe alfo a large and convenient opening 
to have been made by a fimple incifion ; 
the contents of the abfcefs to have been 
thereby difcharged ; and a fore or cavity 
produced, which is, perhaps, confiderable 
in fize: this cavity is to be filled up in 
fuch manner, as to ee a firm and 
lafting cure. 

The frequent ufe of the term filling up, 
and the generally-received opinion, that 
the induration of the parts about is a dif- 
eafed callofity, appear to me to have been 
the two principal foyrces of error ane 
mifconduct in thefe cafes. 

Wherever matter is formed in confe- 
quence of inflammation, it always leaves, 
upon being let out, a proportional hollow, 
and fome degree of induration. ‘The for- 
mer of thefe is of different fize, according 
to the quantity of matter; and the latter 
depends both on the degree of prevjous 
inflammation, and the more or lefs perfect 
fuppuration of the abfcefs. 

Eon ne generally- -received opinion, with 
regard to thefe two circumftances (hollow 
and hardnefs) is, that the former is caufed 

DG entirely 


72 A TREATISE ox 
entirely by lofs of fubftance ; and the lat-. 


ter (as I have already obferved) by difeafed — | 


alteration in the ftructure of the parts. 
The confequence of which opinion is, 
that as foon as the matter is difcharged, 
the cavity is filled and diftended, in order 
to procure a gradual regeneration of fleth ; 
and the dreflings, with which it is fo filled, 
are moft commonly of the efcharotic kind, 
intended for the diffolution of hardnefs. 
The practice 1s a neceffary confequence 
of the theory. Whoever fuppofes difeafed 
callofity, and great lofs of fubftance, will 
neceflarily think himfelf obliged to deftroy 
the former, and to prevent the cavity, 
formed by the latter, from filling up too 
haftily. On the other hand, he who con- 
fiders this matter as it really is; that is, he 
who regards the cavity of the abfcefs as _ 
being principally the effect of the gradual 
diftraction and feparation of its fides, with 
very little lofs of fub{tance, compared with 
the fize of the faid cavity; and who looks 
upon the induration round about, as no- 
thing more than a circumftance which ne- 
ceflarily accompanies every inflammation in 
membranous parts, more efpecially in 
thofe 
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thofe which tend to fuppuration; will, 
upon the fmalleft refleGtion, perceive, that 
the dreflings applied to fuch cavity ought 
to be fo fmall in quantity, as to permit 
nature to accomplifh that end which fhe 
always aims at as foon as the matter is let 
out, (I mean, the approach of the fides of 
the cavity toward each other) and that fuch 
{mall quantity of dreffings ought to confift 
of materials proper only to encourage eafy 
and gradual fuppuration. 

This is a fact fo obvious to common 
fenfe, that it muft appear to every one who 
will coolly and impartially confider it. 

What is the part in which the difeafe is 
feated ? and what are the alterations which 
fuch difeafe produces? The part is mere 
cellular membrane; and the alteration is 
obftruction and inflammation, ending in 
the formation of matter. But do thefe 
create any new body? do not the fides of 
the abfcefs {till remain cellular and adipofe 
membrane, only inflamed, thickened, har- 
dened, and rendered purulent ? can fuch 
alteration require any thing more toward re-_ 
ftoring the parts to a natural ftate, than a 
free fuppuration from the parts fo altered ? 

F 4 or 
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or can it make extirpation or deftruction — 
| neceflary ? Moft certainly it cannot. How 
then is fyppuration to be produced and 
maintained’? Not by thrufting in fuch 
applications, as by their quantity diftend, 


_-and by their quality irritate and deftroy; 


but by dreffing lightly and eafily with fuch 
as appeafe, relax and foften. 

"The fact is capable of experiment; and 
every man who will make it, that is, who 
will try the different methods, and attend 
to the confequences, muft be able to de- 
termine it; unlefs blinded by prejudice, 
or influenced by a worfe motive. 

A moment’s attention to the conduc of 
nature, when left to herfelf, and not in- 
terrupted by art, will, perhaps, fet this 
matter in a clearer light. 

When an abfcefs of this kind is opened — 
by 2 furgeon, the cavity is found proporti- 
-oned to the contents; and, confequently, 
if the quantity of matter be large, the 
hollow is confiderable. If this hollow be 
immediately filled with dreflings (of any 
kind), the fides of it will be kept from 
approaching toward each other, or may 
even be farther feparated: But if this ca- 

. vity 
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vity be not filled, or have little or no dref- 
fings of any kind introduced into it, the 
fides immediately collapfe; and, coming 
neater and nearer, do, in a very {hort 
{pace of time, convert a large hollow into 
a fmall finus. And this is alfo conftantly 
the cafe, when the matter, inftead of bein g 


let out by an artificial opening, efcapes __ 


through one made by the burfting of the 
containing parts. 

It is indeed true, that this finus will not 
always, (and particularly in the difeafe 1 
am now {peaking of) become perfectly 
clofe, and heal; but the aim and condué& 
of nature is not, therefore, the lefs evi-- 
dent; nor the hint, which art ought to 
borrow from her, the lefs palpable. 

In this, as in moft other cafes, where 
there are large fores, or confiderable cavi- 
ties, a great deal will depend on the pati- 
ent’s habit, and the care that is taken of 
it: if. that be good, or if it be properly 
corrected, the furgeon will have very little 
trouble in his choice of dreffings ; all that 
he will have to do will be, to take care 
that they do not offend either in quantity 
or quality: but if the habit be bad, or in- 

judicioufly 
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judicioufly treated, he may ufe the whole 
farrago of externals, and only wate his 
own and his patient’s time. 

In fhort, all thefe cafes are, at firft, 
mere abfceffes; the confequences of in- 
flammation, and»require no other treat- 
ment than what would be proper: in the 
fame kind of cafe in all other parts. Some 
few of them are fo circumftanced, with 
regard to the inteftine, that it is quite un- 
neceflary to meddle with it at all: but 
whether that be the cafe, or not; whether 
the divifion of the rectum become a necef- 
fary part in the cure, or not; they, moft 
certainly, do not deferve the name of fiftu- 
le, nor require that fort of treatment 
which fiftule are faid and thought to 
ftand in need of: though by being, from 
their very firft appearance, {uppofed to be 
fuch, they are frequently, by mifmanage- 
ment, rendered truly fiftulous. | 

By this, (that is, by light, eafy treat- 
ment) large abfcefles formed in the neigh- - 
bourhood of the re€tum will. fometimes 
be cured, without any neceflity occurring 
of meddling with the faid gut. But it 
much more Be oad happens, that the 

! inteftine, 
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inteftine, although it may not have been 
pierced or eroded by the matter, has yet 
been fo ftript or denuded, that no confo- 
lidation of the finus can. be obtained, but 
by a divifion; that is, by laying the two 
cavities, viz. that of the abfcefs and that 
of the inteftine, into one. 

The neceffity of doing this, may, in 
many cafes, be known by the furgeon 
at firft; that is, when he opens the abfcefs 
he may find the inteftine fo bare, and in 
fuch ftate, as plainly to prove that he 
will not be able to effect a cure without 
the operation: in other inftances, he may 
have reafon at firft to flatter himfelf with 
fuccefs, and be difappointed. 

When the former is the cafe; when 
the gut is found to be in fuch ftate, 

that there is no reafon to expect a cure, 
without its being divided; that operation 
had better (on many accounts) be per- 
formed at the time the abfcefs. is firft 
opened, than be deferred to a future one. 
For if it be done in the manner in which, 
‘I will venture to fay, that it always may, 
it will add fo little to the pain which the 
patient muft feel by opening the abfcefs, 

that 
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- that he will feldom be able to diftinguith 
the one from the other, either with regard 
‘to time or fenfation: whereas, if it be 
deferred, he muft either be in conti- 
nual expectation of'a fecond cutting, or 
feel one at a time when he does not ex- 
pect it. | 
The intention in this operation is to. 
divide the inteftine rectum from the verge 
of the anus up as high as the top of the. 
hollow in which the matter was formed ; 
thereby to lay the two cavities of the gut 
and abfcefs into one; and by means of an 
open, inftead of a hollow or finuous fore, 

to obtain a firm and lafting cure. 
Ingenious, ‘mechanical, and whimfical 
people * have often bufied themfelves in 
inventing inftruments for this purpofe: 
the fyringotomy, the cultellus falcatus, 
the probe-razor, é&c. have all at times 
been in ufe: {ciffars alfo of various kinds, 
both ftraight and crooked, have been em- 
ployed in this operation: the three firit 
may 
| * The late Mr. Freeke invented an inftrumeént for this 
purpofe ; but it was, upon trial, found to cut the operator’s 


finger, with fo much more certainty than the patient’s intef- 
tine, that it has long been laid afide. 
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_ may be made to ferve the purpofe very 

Well; but to the laft, (the {ciffars) there is 
in this, as well as in almoft every operati- 
son in which they are frequently ufed, 

Bg a palpable objection, VIZ. that by belie 
occafion a “great. deal of unneceffary pain. 
They are, I know, in great ufe with ma- 
ny, who if they were deprived of their 
probe-{ciffars, would think themf{elves in- 
capacitated from doing bufinefs; but they 
are, upon all occafions where mere divifion 
is required, a very bad inftrument; they 
may affift an aukward or an unfteady hand, 

but are more fit for a farrier than for a 
furgeon. 

In all chirurgic operations, the cara: 
ment made ufe of cannot be toa fimple, 
nor too keen; and, if poflible, fhould ne- 
ver be out of the fight or the direction of 
thé finger of the operator ; and, whenever 
it is, (as muft fometimes neceflarily. be 
the cafe) it-is liable to fome degree of un- 
certainty. Sciflars introduced into the 
rectum are always in this predicament ; 
and are, therefore, (as well as an account 
of their pinching quality,) bad. 

The 
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The curved, probe-pointed knife, with 

a narrow blade, I have always found to be 
the moft ufeful and handy inftrument of 
any. This, introduced-into the finus, 
while the furgeon’s fore-finger is in the 
inteftine, will enable him to divide all that 
can ever require divifion; and that with 
lefs pain to the patient, with more facility 
to the operator, as well as with more cer- _ 
tainty and expedition than any other in- — 

ftrument whatever. If there be no open- 
ing in the inteftine, the fmalleft degree of . 
force will thruft the point of the knife 
through, and thereby make one: if there 
be one already, the fame point will find 
and pafs through it. In either cafe, it will 
be received by the finger in ano; will 
thereby be prevented from deviating; and 
being brought out by the fame finger, muft 


,  heceffarily divide all that is between the 


edge of the knife, and the verge of the 
anus: that is, muft by one fimple incifion 
(which is made in the f{malleft {pace of 
time imaginable) lay the two cavities of the 
finus and of the inteftine into one. 
* Authors make a very formal diftin¢étion 
between thofe cafes in which the inteftine 
is 
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is pierced by the matter, and thofe in 
which it isnot ; but although this diftinc- 
tion may be ufeful when the different 
{tates of the difeafe are to be defcribed, yet 
in practice, when the operation of dividing 
the gut becomes neceflary, fuch diftinétion 
is of no confequence at all; it makes no 
alteration in the degree, kind, or quantity 
of pain which the patient is to feel ; 
the force required to pufh the ante 
through the tender gut is next to none, 
and when its point is. in the ele the 
cafes are exactly fimilar. 

This is the only operation which (in 
the circumftances under our prefent con- 
fideration) ever can be neceflary: and this 
appears to me to be the fafeft, eafieft, and 
moit expeditious method of performing it. 

I know that it is contrary to the opinion 
and practice of many ; who think that the 
_ removal of fome part, both of the inteftine 
and of the verge of the anus, is neceffary 
in thefe cafes ; but long and repeated ex- 
perience has convinced me of the contrary : 
and I fhall, in the next fe@ion, have oc- 
cafion to {peaks more particularly to that 
point. 

Imme- 
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Immediately after the operation, a foft 
doffil of fine lint fhould be introduced (from - 
the rectum) between the divided lips of the © 
incifion ; as well to reprefs any flight 
hemorrhage, as to prevent the immediate 
re-union of the faid lips; and the reft of 
tne fore fhould be lightly drefled with the 
fame. This firft drefling fhould be per- 
mitted to continue, until a beginning fup- 
puration renders it loofe enough to come 
away eafily ; and all the future ones fhould » 
be as light, foft, and eafy as poffible ; 
contifting only of fuch materials as are like- 
ly to promote kindly and gradual fuppura- 
tion. The fides of the abfcefg are hard; 
the incifion mutt neceflarily, for a few 
days, be inflamed; and the difcharge will, 
tor fome time, be difcoloured and gleety : 
this induration, and this fort of difcharge, 
are often miftaken for figns of difeafed cal-. 
lofity,. and undifcovered finufes ; upon 


which prefumptions, efcharotics are freely 4 


applied, and diligent fearch is made for 
new hollows; the former of thefe moft 
commonly increafe both the hardnefs and 
the gleet; and by the latter new finufes are 
fometimes really produced. Thefe occafion 

a repe- 
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a repetition of efcharotics, and, perhaps, 
of incifions ; by which means, cafes which 
at firft, and in their own nature were fim- 
ple and eafy of cure, are tendored complex 
and tedious. 

That this*is the truth, without exag- 
geration, is well known to many ; and 
whoever will look over the writings of 
fome of our immediate predeceffors, or 
even of fome of ouf cotemporaries, will 
find, that immediately after pinching and ~ 
{nipping the gut with {ciflars, we are di- 
rected to fill the incifions with lint; and, 
after having diftended the cavity by fuch 
means, to drefs, in future, with fuch me- 
dicines as, though ufed under the fpecious 
names of digeftives, detergents, &c. do 
really inflame and irritate the parts to 
which they are applied, and'retard, inftead 
of encouraging, a kindly fuppuration. 

Among thefe, the mercurius precipita- 
tus ruber ftands principal: this feems to 
have been’ the great external f{pecific’ of 
moft of our immediate predeceffors, and to 
have been ufed by them for the very diffe- 
rent purpofes of deftruction and reftoration: 
with this, either in dry powder, or mixed 

Vor. III. G with 
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with unguent, the tents, pledgets, &c. 
with which they dreffed thefe fores, were 
{fpread or embued ; with this they dreffed 
the recently-divided lips of the wound in 
the inteftine ; and with this they filled the 
whole cavity of the abfcefs. 

“That the fame practice ftill too much 
prevails, they who an may be con- 
vinced.* 

I would beg leave to afk any patron of 
this method of drefling, what he would 
fay toa man, who {hall order a large tent, 
well charged with precipitate, to be thruft 
up the undivided, unwounded rectum of a 
perfon,:: who, from any caufe whatever, 
had an inflammatory defluxion on the 
hemorrhoidal veffels and infide of the faid 
gut? Would he not fay, that fuch tent 
would prove a fatiguing, inflaming fuppo- 
fitory ? and would he not be right in 
faying fo? Is then the rectum rendered 
lefs ee and lefs irritable, by being 
wounded ? 


* Mr. De fa Faye fays—* Si les chairs s’elevent trop, on 
“* les confumera avec la pierre infernale ;”? and in many 
books of reputation, the butyrum antimonii, the trochifci e 
minio, the pulvis angelicus, &c. are prefcribed for frequent 
ufe, | 


. 

tHE FISTULA in ANO. 8 ¢ 
wounded ? Or can that very application, 
which proves a‘painful ftimulus to a gut 
not divided, become an eafy digeftive to 
one that is? If any man’ thinks that it 
will, I. would ‘advife him to make the ex- 
periment on himfelf; and I would then 
_ appeal to the teftimony of his own unpre- 
judiced f{enfations. | 
In fhort, to quit reafoning, and {peak 
to fact only: In the great number of thefe 
cafes, which muft have been in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hofpital, within thefe ten or 
twelve years, I do aver, that I have not 
met with one, in the circumftances before 
defcribed, that has not been cured by mere 
fimple divifion, together with light, eafy 
dreflings : and that I have not, in all that. 
time, ufed, for this purpofe, a fingle grain 

of precipitate, or of any other efcharotic. 
Why is it, that we hear fo much of mi- 
racles performed by the patte of one quack ? 
and by the injetions, oils, and balfams of 
others? when we all know, that there is 
nothing fpecific for the cure of this difeafe 
in their compofitions; and when we alfo 
Know that the venders of thefe remedies 
te Ga | “are 
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are people whofe ignorance in matters of 
phyfic and furgery is below all notice. 

‘That thefe cures are much more fre- 
quently talked of than made, I well know; 
but that fome few people, who have been 
long and unfuccefsfully treated by furge- 
ons, have got either well, or better, under 
the very negligent management of fome 
of thefe quacks, is an inconteftable truth ; 
and very ftrange it is, that we do not fee — 
why. 7 | 
Fas eft et ab bofte doceri:— 

The truth is: that, while we are look- 
ing for what thefe people do, we (if I may 
be allowed the phrafe) overlook what they. 
do not do. It is true, we cannot find any. 
{pecific quality in the ftrange jumble of 
ingredients which they put. into their in- 
ternal remedies ; nor any particularly-fana- 
tive one in their injections, balfams, &c. 
and therefore are furprized at even the 
few inftances of their fuccefs; but fill 
overlook the one fingle circumftance, by 
which the good is produced. 

It is, and ever muft be, a ‘firft principle 
-in quackery, | to difapprove and, condemn 
whatever has been done before, be it right, 

or 
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or be it wrong: and it is alfo neceffary for 
quacks, to avoid all conneCtion with thofe 
who are called Regular Practitioners; as 
_ well in order to have the fole manage- 
ment of the patient, as to avoid infpec- 
tion. 

For theie reafons, they always deder all 
former dreflings to be immediately thrown 
afide and difufed; and not having in ge- 
neral ingenuity enough, even to feem to 
apply others, with any degree of judgment 
or dexterity, they make ufe of a mere fuper- 
ficial plafter, ointment or injection: that 
is, without intending any fuch thing, up- 
on an honeft or a rational principle, they, 
for want of knowing what to do properly, 
leave the condué of the fore to nature ; 
who, when the impediment of dreflings, 
(which often offend either in quantity or 
quality) are removed, will do much more 
than her too officious affiftants believe. 

‘That the very few cures, which we have. 
heard fo much of, are produced in this 
manner, I am convinced; and fo I am, 
that many of thofe which are thought 
‘by feveral practitioners to have been 
brought about by a multiplicity of dref- 
G 3 fings 
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_ fings crammed in tight, and endeavoured 
to be kept fo, by all the caution of com- 
prefs and bandage, are very frequently ef- 
fected by the conftant and generally fuc- 
cefsful endeavours of nature, tothruft them 
forth again ; or, at leaft, fo to difplace 
them, that fhe gradually gets, opportunities 
of doing her own bufinefs, in {pite of the 
impediments of art. The bufinefs of good 
furgery is to aflift nature ; but the will, 
fometimes, get the better even of the 
wortt. . 
| Ufque recurret, 
Et mala perrumpet furtim faftidia vittrix, 
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N the preceding Section, I have {uppo- 
fed the matter of the abfcefs to have 
been formed, and colleéted; but ftill to 


have been contained within the cavity, un- 


til let out from thence by an incifion. 
I am now to confider it, as having made 
its own way out, without the help of art. 
This ftate of the difeafe is alfo fubje& to 


fome variety of appearance; and thefe 


different appearances have produced, not 


only 


{ 
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only a multiplicity of appellations, but a 
groundle{s fuppofition alfo, of a variety of 
effentially different circumftances. 

When a difcharge of the matter by inci- 
- fion is too long delayed or neglected, it 
makes it own way out, by burfting the 
external parts fomewhere near to the fun- 
dament, or by ‘eroding and making a 
hole through the inteftine into its cavity ; 
or fometimes by both. In either cafe; 
the difcharge is made fometimes by. one 
orifice only, and fometimes by more. 
Thofe, -in which the matter has made 
its efcape by one or more openings, 
through the {kin only, are called blind, 
external fiftule; thofe, in which the 
difcharge has been made into the cavity 
of the inteftine, without any orifice in 
the fkin, are named blind, internal; and 
thofe, which have an opening both through 
the fkin, and into the gut, are called com- 
plete fiftule. 

This is the language of all writers, 
as I have already obferved: and thus, all 
thefe cafes are deemed fiftulous, when 
hardly any of them ever are fo; and none 


of them neceffarily, They are {till mere 
G 4 abfceffes, 
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ab{ceffes, which are burft without the 
help of art; and, if taken proper and 
timely care of, will require no fuch treat- 
ment as a true fiftula may poffibly ftand 
in need of. 

The moft frequent of all are what are 
called the blind, external; and the com- 


plete. The method whereby each of thefe 


{tates may be known is, by introducing 
a probe into the finus by the orifice in the 


fkin, while the fore-finger is within the’ 
retum: this will give the examiner an — 


- opportunity of knowing exactly the true 
{tate of the cafe, with all its circum- 
ftances. 

Whether the cafe be, what is called 
a complete fiftula, or not; that is, whe- 
ther there be an opening in the fkin only, 
or one there, and another in the inteftine, 
the appearance to the eye is much the 


fame. Upon difcharge of the matter, the — 


external {welling fubfides, and the inflam- 
ed colour of the fkin difappears; the ori- 
fice, which at firft was floughy and foul, 
after a day or two are paft, becomes clean, 
and contracts in fize; but the difcharge, 


by 


2 ee 
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by fretting the parts about, renders the 
patient ftill uneafy. 

As this kind of opening feldom proves 
fufficient for a cure, (though it fomictimes 
does) the induration, in fome degree, re- 
-mains; and if the orifice happens not to 
be a depending one, fome part of the mat- 
ter lodges, and is difcharged by intervals, 
or may be preffed out by the fingers of an 
examiner. The difeafe, in this ftate, igs 
not very painful; but it is troublefome, 
nafty, and oftenfive ; the continual dif- 
charge of a thin kind of fluid from it, cre- 
ates heat, and caufes excoriation in the 
parts about; it daubs the linen of the pa- 
' tient; and is, at times, very fetid: the 
orifice alfo fometimes contracts fo, as not 
to be fufficient for the difcharge ; and the 
lodgment of the matter then occafions freth 
difturbance. | 

The means of cure propofed and prac- 
— tifed by our anceftors, were three, viz. 
cauftic, ligature, and incifion. 

The intention in each of thefe is the 
fame, viz. to form one cavity of the finus 
and inteftine, by laying the former into 
the latter. 

Fear 
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Fear of hemorrhage, in making a large 
divifion of parts, and a defign to deftroy 
callofity, gave rife to the ufe of cauftics, 
for this purpofe. By the introduction of 
them in different forms and manners into 
the finus, that part of the inteftine which 
divides its cavity from that of the abfcefs 
is intended to be deftroyed ; and thereby 
the propofed end of making one cavity of 
two is to be accomplifhed ; while at the 
fame time, the fuppofed callofity is to be 
wafted. For this purpofe, fome of the 
moft fatiguing and painful efcharotics have 
been prefcribed and ufed: the pulvis an- 
gelicus, the lapis infernalis, and troches 
and paftes made with fublimate, arfenic, 
&c. But the method is fo cruel, fo tedious,. 
and fo inexpert, that I hope it is by this 
time totally out of ufe: it was founded 
in error, tends only to mifchief, and I 
will not wafte the reader’s time in faying — 
any thing more about it.* 


| The 


* Doétor Daniel Turner, who praétifed furgery within 
thefe few years, ufed this method in its full extent. In his 
works may be found an account of his forming tents of the 
trochifci e minio, and thrufting them into the finus, there 
to remain till they had produced a fufficient efchar. In the 

; fame 
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The terror which a cutting inftrument 
neceffarily carries with it, the fear of a 
flux of blood from fome confiderable vef- 
fels, together with a ftrange, nonfenfical 
opinion, that a gradual divifion of the parts 
was followed by a more found cure, than | 
an immediate one by cutting, produced 
the coarfe, unhandy method by ligature. 
The manner of ufing it was this: A probe, 
or needle, (according to the complete or 
incomplete ftate of the fuppofed fittula) 
armed with a ftrong ligature, was introdu- 
ced, either naked or in a cannula, by the 
orifice in the buttock, and brought out at. 
the anus, by the operator’s finger: when 
that was done, the two ends of the {aid 

Jigature 


fame writer are accounts of ftrong probe-fciffars, made to cut 
through parts of a confiderable thicknefs, and where the ex- 
ternal orifice was at a great diftance from the anus: and of. 
an iron fcoop, made (to ufe the Doétor’s own words) like a 
cheefe-monger’s tafter, to be thruft up the re€tum, and affift . 
in the divifion of it. What ideas this gentleman had of the 
difeafe, or of human fenfation, I cannot imagine. The 
fame gentleman, {peaking of the ufe of this iron {coop, tells 
us, that when he ufed it on one particular patient, the man 
thought that the Doétor was only thrufting up the dreflings. 
Tt is no difficult matter to conceive what kind of dreffings 
this man muft have been accuftomed to, who could not dif 
tinguifh between the application of them, and the thrufting 
up an iron {coop. 
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ligature were tied together, in fuch man- 
ner, and at fuch repeated times, as by de- 
grees to cut through all that was between | 
its loop and its knot ; that is, all that part 
of the inteftine which was next to the 
finus. | 

Among writers on this fubje@t will be 
found very formal direGtions about the 
proper time of the year for performing this 
operation ; as well as concerning the pro- 
per materials wherewith to make the liga- 
ture. But as the whole operation is, on 
every principle of eafe, expedition, fafety 
or certainty, unfit for practice, it would’ be 
an abufe of the reader’s patience to dwell 
any longer upon it.* 

The third method is that by incifion. 

I have 


* See Celfus, whofe account of the method by ligatare 
has been followed by moft of the writers fince. ‘‘ In has 
*< demiffo fpecillo, ad ultimum ejus caput incidi cutis dehet; 
‘¢ dein novo foramine fpecillum educi lino fequente ; quod 
‘* in aliam ejus partem, ob id ipfum perforatam, conjectum 
‘¢ fit: ibi linum apprehendendum, ligandumque cum altero 
“* capite eft ; ut laxé cutem, que fuper fiftulam eft, teneat: 
‘© idgue linum debet effe crudum, & duplex, triplexve, fic 
“* tortum ut unitas in eo facta fit. Interim autem licet ne- 
‘© gotia agere, ambulare, lavare, cibum capere, perinde 
** atque fanifimo,” &c.  ~ p 
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I have already given my opinion on what 
appears to me to be.the beft and moft pro- 
per method of dividing the inteftine, in 
the cafe of a colleétion 0k matter formed 
juxta anum. 

The intention to. be aimed at ‘fy incifi- 
on in the prefent cafe, is exaétly the fame, 
and (I think) ought to be executed in the 
fame manner. I never faw that any other 
kind of operation was neceflary; I have 
not for many years performed any other; 
and Ido not recolle&t a fingle inftance in 
which it has failed to produce a cure, in 
fuch cafes as were curable by any means. 

If, therefore, Iintended to give my own 
opinion merely on this fubject, I thould 
fay, the fame divifion of the inteftine, and 
with the fame inftrument, is all that is re- 
quired ; and, referring my reader back to 
the preceding fection, fhould give him no 
farther trouble on this head. But asI find 
my fentiments in this matter are fomewhat 
different from thofe of many, I muft beg 
leave. to be indulged in the ufe of a few 
words. : 

I have faid, that in whatever manner, 
ot with whatever inftrument, the inteftine 

be 
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be divided, the intention is the fame; viz. 
to lay the cavity of the abfcefs into that of 
the gut, and thereby to convert a hollow 
finous fore into an open one; preventing, 
by the fame means, the future lodgment 
of matter, and giving room for the tla 
cation of proper drefiings. 

The two cafes (a cdileadon of matter, 
and a finus) feem to me to require exa@ly 
the fame treatment; and I have never 
found it fail of being equally fuccefsful in 
both; that is, I never found that the 
matter having found its own way out, 
made any other operation on the gut 
except the mere fimple divifion, at all ne-- 
ceflary. | 

But it is faid, and that by authors to 
whom great regard is due, that this is not 
all that is requifite, efpecially in the pre- 
fent circumftances ; that this will not pro- 
duce a cure, or affure fuccefs; that mere 
divifion of the inteftine is not fufficient ; 
and that, unlefs we cut out, remove, and 
extirpate a portion both of the faid intef- 
tine, and the fkin conftituting what is 
called the verge of the anus, a firm and 
lafting cure will not follow. This is the 
: doctrine 


| 
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doctrine of writers of eminence, and the 
practice of a large body of furgeons. | 

When I have mentioned the names of — 
Chefelden, De la F aye,’ and Je Dran, I 
need not cite any others of lefsnote.: The 
firft of thefe was a gentleman whofe repu- 
tation in his profeflion was great; the two 
latter are in as high charaéter now in 
France. The influence of thefe upon 
their readers muft be confiderable; and 
therefore it becomes a matter of the more 
importance that their doctrine be juft and 
defenfible. | 

The methods which thefe bite ete 
have propofed, and which have been by 
many adopted, are fomewhat different from 
each other; but do all tend to the fame 
purpofe ; are all calculated to prevent ima~ 
ginary evils; and are all productive of real 
ones. 

Mr. Chefelden, in the laft edition of his 
Anatomy, fays,---‘‘ The true fiftula runs 
* between the mufcular and inner coat of 
‘the rectum : it is cured by opening it the 

‘‘ whole length into the cavity of the gut: 
** but it is yet better, if it can be done, to 
** extirpate all that is fiftulous and {chir- 

** rous ; 
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** rous; for that is a fure pees to make one 

** operation perfect the cure.’ 

In his Obfervations, publifhed at the 
end of Mr. Gataker’s tranflation of Le 
Dran’s furgery, Mr. Chefelden deferibes a 
method of his own inventing, by the in- 
troduction of one blade of a pair of polypus- 
forceps into the finus, and of the other 
into the rectum ; by which means, a cer- 
tain portion of the inteftine is held faft be- 
tween the chops of the inftrument, in or- 
der to be cut out with the fciffars. 

After having given an explanation of a 
plate, defigned to reprefent the forceps in- 
troduced in fuch a manner as to hold the 
piece of inteftine faft, he adds,---** I for- 
“< merly cut out a pyramidal piece in the 
<< manner here defcribed; but I find this 
‘way with the forceps much more conve- 
“* nient, and more eafy to be executed.” 

_ How much this: method may be prefer- 
able to that which Mr. Chefelden ufed to 
practife, I know not; but I: will venture 
to fay, that this more eafy method is hor- 
ridly painful, is operofe, and abfolutely 
unneceflary towards obtaining a cure. 
_ The wound, that is, the orifice of the 
finus 


; 


THE FISTULA in ANO. 99 


finus in the buttock, is by Mr. Chefelden’s 
direction, to be firft dilated with a {ponge 
tent; then one of the blades of a pair of 
large polypus-forceps is to be thruft up the 
finus, while the other within the inteftine 
pinches it between them; and then this 
piece fo pinched is to be {nipped out by 
the repeated attacks of a pair of {ciffars. 
_ A very tedious and very painful operation 
this muft neceflarily be; and by Mr. Che- 
felden’s own account, not always f{uccefs- 
ful: for although he does fay,---‘¢ The 
‘* operation being thus performed, I have 
“* never found wanting a fecond cutting ;” 
yet he immediately adds.---‘‘ If, after this 
** operation, there is ftill an internal dif- 
“* charge into the gut, it may be an ufeful 
 “iffue ; and continue the benefit which 
“‘ nature defigned by the difeafe.* We 
Vou. Hl. Hi ** fhould 


* This is a method of making an iffue to which few peo- 
ple would (I believe) chufe to fubmit: efpecially if they 
confider that they might have enjoyed all the benefit of it, 
without any operation at all; merely by leaving their di- 
feafe to nature. The fame gentleman, {peaking of the in- 
teftine rectum, tells us, that he once applied a cauftic length- 
ways on the infide of the inverted gut, to cure a prolapfus ; 
and adds, that it proved fuccefsful.. This I am almot forry 
for; left Mr. Chefelden’s authority fhould tempt any -other 
perfon to make the fame attempt. 
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_  thould alfo be very careful not to perform _ 
<< it when the patient is troubled with the | 

‘ piles; for I have known one in that cafe 
<* bleed to death.” | 

‘It would be no difficult matter to make 
great objections to this method of opera- 
ting, even if the one thing intended by it 
was neceflary ; I mean the extirpation of a 
portion of the rectum: this end might cer- 
tainly be obtained by eafier means: but as 
that is not the cafe, as fuch extirpation 
appears to me to be totally ee i 
fhall not enter into it. 

Mr. Dela Faye, a practitioner and writer 
of eminence in France, and a gentleman to 
whom thechirurgic world is much indebted, 
is a warm patron of the practice of cutting 
away both a part of the inteftine and of the 
{kin compofing the verge of the anus. Af- 
ter the external incifion, neceflary for let- 
ting out the matter, has been made, he 
fays,---‘* Si les pus a fait un progres con- 
“* fiderable du coté de la fefle,,on y fera 

‘ une autre incifion, qui tombera perpen- 
‘** diculairement fur Jlincifion longitudi- 
; anal on coupera les angles formez par 

* ces ineifions, pour rendre l’exterieur de 

cé la 
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** Ja playe plus large que le fond, & pour 
—€* panfer plus aifement.”.. ‘ If the matter 
“has extended itfelf confiderably toward 
‘the buttock, another incifion fhould be 
*‘ made, in fuch manner as to crofs the for- 
“mer; the angles formed by which inci-. 
‘fions fhould be cut away: as well to ren- 
der the external part of the wound larger 
* than the internal, as to give room for the 
* more convenient application: of dreflings 
‘ to the fore.’ . 

If Mr. De la Faye had ever, im his own 
perfon, had the misfortune to experience 
the inconvenience arifing from the lofs of 
fkin near to the fundament ; or had he at-_ 
tended to that which it produces to thofe, 
who either from choice, or neceffity, ride 
or walk much, I am inclined to believe he 
would have been more {paring of it. 

For the firft three or four, days, this 
kind of incifion does, certainly, render the 
applications of dreflings more convenient ; 
becaufe the wound is thereby confiderably 
enlarged; but as foon as digeftion has 
foftened the edges of the fingle perpendi-. 
cular incifion,. that difference ceafes; and 

Sew E Tea pia 24) 3), the 
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the dreflings may be applied with equal fa- 
cility to the one as to the other: 

** After this period is paft, the difference 
between the two is, indeed, much more 
confiderable ; the cutting away the angles, 
adding not a little to the length of time re- 
quifite foracure; rendering the fore much 
larger, and more troublefome; and fub- 
jecting the patient, very often, to great 
inconvenience, arifing from the kind: of 
cicatrix which it neceflarily produces. 

Mr. De la Faye, after having defcribed 
the manner of pafling the probe, or the 
fulcated director, in order to make a fim- 
ple longitudinal divifion of the inteftine, 
adds,—** On ne fe contente pas aujourdhui 
“* de.couper la fiftule entre les deux extre- 
** mités du ftilet ; on fait une incifion qui 
“¢ renferme dans fon circuit ces deux extre- 
** mités: et par le moyen de laquelle, en 
** les tirant en meme temps, on emporte 
*“toute la fiftule, qui fe trouve comme 
*“embrochée dans lanfe formée par cette 
** inftrument: *on fait enfuite a la partie 

2 be ** infe- 

* It might be fuppofed, from the manner in whith this 

$s delivered, that the method was a modern invention: 


whereas itis, on the contrary, a veryoldone. Guido’s de- 
{cription » 
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** inferieure de la playe, une incifion, qui 
“* fert comme de goutiere a la fuppurati- 
“on.” ‘ The préfent practitioners do not 
* content themfelves with merely dividing 
“the finus; but making ufe of the probe 
“as a kind of loop, they pull the parts to- 


H 3 “ wards 


‘© Penetrantes fiftule (fecun- 
** dum Rhazin) non fanantur, nifi cum licatione, et extrac- 
> 5”* > 
*¢ tione cum falce. | 


{cription of it is as follows. 


** Modus incifionis cum falce eft, quod extrahatur cum 
** chordula immiffa extra quantum poflibile erit inteftinum 
“* comprehenfum per ipfam chordulam ; et poftintromitten- 
**dum_ pofitam ab Albucafi bene fcindens; totum illud, 
“* quod comprehenfum eft cum chordulacindatur ; ita, quod 
** chordula expediatur.” Guipo. 

So alfo Brunus, having defcribed the method by ligature, 
goes on to that by incifion. 

_ ** Operatio autem fecundi modi eft, ut non Atringatur 
“* fpacus [the ligature] ficut narratum ef ad incidendas car- 
“* nes, fed ligentur tantum ipfius extremitates fimul, et ut fit 
** ifte {pacus fortior et groffior illo qui carnesincidit: deinde 
*‘ extende fpacum cum una manuum tuarum verf{us exteri- 
*< ora, et cum altera manu tua incide illas carnes que funt 

.** inter illas duas extremitates fpaci, cum inftrumento cur- 
“¢ vee extremitatis.’” | 
This is exactly, what is now by fome called, Catting 
upon the Wire; and I have feen, in the hands of a very in- 
genious gentleman, a fingle inftrument, very capable of ex- 
ecuting all this purpofe; that is, of cutting out ten times 
as mach as ever can be neceflary.. 
The fame account is to be found in Lanfranc, Rogerius, 
and moft of the old writers; who, in this, as in moft other 
inftances, have done little more than merely copy each other, 
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‘wards them; and then, by a free and al- 

* moft circular incifion, cut out the whole 

‘ fiftula; after which, they make fuch an 

‘incifion in the lower part, as may beft 

‘ferve the purpofe of a free difcharge of 
* matter.’ 

- This method, as far as regards the mere 


operation, is certainly preferable to that. 


with the forceps and {ciffars; but it pro- 
duces the fame deftruction of the parts, 
and the fame future inconveniences ; like 
that, it is built upon a fuppofition, that 
fuch a removal of parts is neceflary to- 
ward a cure; and, therefore, like that, 
ftands upon a fuppofition which is not 
true. | 
The fame gentleman, in another para- 
graph, admits, that this method of opera- 
ting is not proper in certain circumftances 
(which circumftances cannot poffibly ren- 
der the difeafe eafier of cure); and in fuch 
cafe, advifes the mere longitudinal feétion 
of the. gut.—‘** Neanmoins, le canal fiftu- 
** Jeux pourroit étre fi profond, ou le trou 
<¢ exterieur de la fiftule dans un lieu de la fef- 
*< fe fi eloigné du fondement, qu’ en faifant 
‘* Yoperation de la maniere qu’ on vient de 
“* decrire 


\ 


Fd 
SE a ee 


TrHE FISTULA in ANO. 105. 


** decrire, on emporteroit une trop grande 
** portion de la fubftance. En ce cas on 
‘* ouvre fur une fonde canelée la fiftule 
*‘ dans fa longueur,” &c. ‘ Nevertheled(s, 
‘the fiftulous hollow may be fo deep, or 
‘ the external orifice in the buttock at fuch 
* diftance from the anus, that, if the ope- 
‘ ration be performed in the manner juft 
‘ defcribed, it would occafion too large a 
‘ lofs of fubftance. .In this cafe, the finus 
‘ muft be opened lengthways, by means.of 
‘a grooved director.” Mr. De la Faye 
does not indeed fay, in exprefs terms, 
that this longitudinal divifion will be fuf- 
ficient for a cure; but I will venture to 
fay for him, that I know, from repeated 
experience, thatit will. The obfervation, 
therefore, which this gentleman has made, 
concerning the lofs of fubftance, is not 
only juft and true in itfelf; but it is alfo an 
obfervation, which, if properly attended 
to, will lead to a truth which he does 


_ not feem to have been fufficiently apprized 


of ; which is, that every operation of this 

fort, (thatis, every extirpation of parts,) is 

unneceflary, and therefore wrong. Large 

hollows, in which confiderable quantities 
a oR eae of 
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of matter have been formed ; whofe extent, 
with regard to the inteftine, is deep; and 
whofe orifice isin the byttock, ata diftance 
from the anus, have always more indurati- 
on about. them, and difcharge a larger 
quantity of gleet, than thofe which are 
fmaller, more fhallow, and thinner; and 
whofe matter has burft its way out, by an 
‘opening near to the fundament. If the 
former then are curable by a mere longi- 
tudinal divifion of the inteftine, without 
excifion, which Mr. De la Faye, by his 
prefcription,, in fome meafure allows ; 
(and which is a truth beyond contradi@tion 
or conteft) furely extirpation muft be un- 
neceflary in the latter. It can hardly be 
fuppofed, that nature will be able to do 
more in cafes attended with increafed dif- 
ficulties and impediments, than in thofe 
where every circumftance is more favoura- 
ble, every hindrance lefs.. And yet, who- 
ever. cuts away a portion of the inteftine in 
the latter, and omitting, or not perform- 
ing fuch operation in the former, finds 
that they will do well without it, mutt 
reafon in that manner, and fhut his eyes a- 
gainft conviction. 

Mr. 


( 


THE FISTULA in ANO. 107 
Mr. De la Faye is indeed fenfible of the 


ill confequences which fuch treatment pro- 
duces, and has endeavoured to guard a- 
gainft them as well as he can; but who- 
ever has been fo unfortunate as to have 
_ been fo treated, knows that all thefe pre- 
"cautions are, in general, ineffectual: his 
words are,—“* Lorfqu’on a coupé dans 
** Poperation une portion confiderable du 
“‘bord de Vanus, & que les chairs com- 
** mencent a remplir le vuide, il faut met- 
“tre dans ouverture de cette partie une 
*“ tente, un peu courte, quien empechant 
* le retrecifiement lui conferve fon dia- 
** metre.’—‘ When a confiderable portion 
‘of the verge of the anus has been cut 
* away in the operation, and new flefh be- 

* gins to fill up the void fpace, a fhort tent 
‘ fhould be introduced into the part, in 
‘ order to hinder the fundament from con- 
* tra@ing in its diameter ;’—but which it 
will often do, in fpite of all the tents in 
the world. 

Mr. Le Dran, a writer and practitioner 
of confiderable figure in Paris, and whofe 
works have been tranflated into Englith by 
Mr. Gataker, is very particular with re- 

gard 
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gard to this difeafe, and the method of 


treating it; and is alfo an advocate for this 
exfcinding fcheme, even more than Mr. | 

DeilaFayes am ¢ 
This gentleman ufes the term fiftula, 
without any regard to the date of the dif- 
eafe, or any attending circumftances, ex- 
cept the common and almoft neceffary ap- 
pearances when an abfcefs of this kind has 
been fuffered to burft, viz. a {mall orifice, 
fome degree of induration, and a difcharge 
of fecal matter: all which are circumftan- 
ces that neceflarily accompany every abfcefs 
formed in the neighbourhood of, and pier- 
cing the rectum: and this, at the very firft 
hour, full as much as at any time after. 
So that, according to this manner of ufing 
the term, an abfcefs fo circumftanced, and 
a fiftula, are fynonimous: which I appre- 
hend cannot be, without confounding to- 
gether two things materially and effentially 
different from each other. He fays,—‘‘ Je 
‘¢ yvois un petit trou a coté de l’anus, je 
<¢ fens des callofités autour, et je vois fortir 
‘ par ce trou une affez grande quantité de 
‘* pus; jeconclus que c’eft une fiftule qui 
‘* peut-etre intereffe linteftin rectum. Je 
| “ vois 
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“* vois fortir par ce trou un peu de matiere 
“ ftercorale delayée; ou bien le malade me 
* “dit, qu'il en forte quelquefois; je ne 
** doute plus que le boyau ne foit percé ; 
“fet je dis que c’eft un fiftule complette.” 
—‘ When I fee a {mall orifice by the fide 
‘of the anus, and perceive a hardnefs 
* round about it, and find that it difcharges 
‘a large quantity of matter, I conclude 
‘that it is a fiftula, which moft probably 
‘ affects the rectum. When I find fome- 
‘ thing like feces difcharged from this ori- 
‘fice, or mixed with what is difcharged 
‘from it; or the patient informs me that 
‘fuch kind of difcharge is made; I call 
“the difeafe a complete fiftula.’—This is, 
undoubtedly, the general cuftom ;_ not- 
withftanding which, the difeafe, in the 
ftate Mr. Le Dran has defcribed it, may | 
have no one true charatteriftic of a fiftula ; 
nor require any of that treatment which is 
faid to be neceflary and proper in fuch 
cafe. A matter of great confequence to the 
patient. : | 
In the operative part of the treatment of 
the difeafe, Mr. Le Dran warmly efpoufes 
the free removal, or extirpation of parts.— 


Ont 
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*« S’il_ ne Left que d’une coté, il faut em- 
‘* porter ce qui eft denué; certain que fi - 
“* V’on le laiffe, la playe reftera fiftuleufe ; 
‘* et qui fil’on fe contente de le fendre, les 
“‘ deux lambeaux flottans dans la playe 
“‘ rendront les panfemens tres difficiles, et 
«* meme la playe fiftuleufe.” —‘ If the dif- 
‘eafe be on one fide only, all that part of 
‘the inteftine, which is laid bare by the 
‘matter, ought to be cut away; becaufe, 
‘it is certain, that if fuch part be left in 
‘the wound, it will become fiftulous ; 
‘and that, if we only make a fimple divi- 
‘fion, the divided lips will hang loofe 
‘and floating in the wound; will render 
‘ the application of dreflings difficult, and 
‘ make the fore fiftulous.’ 

Thefe are Mr. Le Dran’s meet and fen- 
timents: and this the method of practice 
which is maepi and followed by the ma- 
jority. 

That fome {mall sien of this procefs 
may be neceflary in the true, old, callous, ~ 
fiftulous fore, I do not deny; (though 
not even then, in any degree equal to the 
above direction) but that the whole of it is 
abfolutely unneceflary in the recent abfcefs, 

I can, 
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I can, from repeated experience, venture 
to afirm: That mere divifion of the naked . 
inteftine (if fuch divifion be dreffed proper- 
ly) will not render a finus fiftulous, which 
was not fo before, is a truth as clear as any 
in Euclid; and, indeed, it is to me mat- 
ter of wonder how fuch opinion could 
ever be embraced. The divifion of the 
inteftine, by laying the cavity of the finus 
open, deftroys or removes the principal 
circumftance which can make fuch a cafe 
refemble a fiftula; by converting a hollow 
finous ulcer into.an open one: and with 
regard to the other characteriftic, indurati- 
on, certain it is, that if the knife does not 
find the parts hard, it cannot poflibly 
make them fo; on the contrary, it puts 
them under a neceffity of undergoing fuch 
a degree of fuppuration, as, if properly 
managed, will prove the cure of that very 
» induration. 

“Mr. Le Dran fays, “* That the lips of 
‘© the wound will hang floating ; will ren- 
** der the dreflings difficult, and the fore 
** fiftulous.” I think I underftand what 
Mr. Le Dran means: the tumid lips of 
the recently-made incifion will certainly 

be 
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be a hindrance to the cramming in a quan- 
tity of dreflings ; and fuch attempts will, 
as certainly, increafe the tumefaction and 
hardnefs; and, if perfifted in, with the 
help of a little efcharotic, may bid fair for 
producing a callous fore: but all this lies 
at the door of the furgeon, and not of the 
cafe: all this is unneceflary, improper, 
and pernicious. I cannot, under fuch 
treatment as I would call good furgery, 
conceive the tumefaction and inflamed 
{tate of the lips of the divided gut to re- 
main more than a few days; during which 
time, it muft be the bufinefs of art to ap- 
peafe, relax, and produce fuppuration ; 
which, if properly executed, will infallibly 
prevent all tendency towards a fiftulous fore, 
inftead of producing one. 

That the lips of the wound in the rec- 
tum will not feparate from each other, in 
fuch manner as to admit a large quantity 
of lint ; and that the membranous ftru€ture 
of the part will render fuch lips large, 
and fubjec& to inflammation, until fome 
degree of fuppuration comes on, is beyond 
all doubt; but neither of thefe are rea- 
fons for extirpation: for the inflammation 

will 
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will be full as high where a piece is cut 
out, as where the part is merely divided, 
and all the fymptoms of pain and uneafi- 
nefs full as great, if not greater: and with 
regard to the impracticability of putting in 
‘a quantity of drefling, I repeat, that it is 
not at all neceflary ; but that, on the con- 
trary, it is wrong, and tends only to mif- 
chief. A doffil or two of fine lint thould, 
immediately after the incifion is made, be 
placed between the divided lips, by pafling 
them from the cavity of the reétum lateral- 
ly into the cavity of what before fuch di- 
vifion was the finus: thefe fhould not be 
removed, until either the beginning fup- 
puration, or the neceffary action of the 
gut in going to ftool, throws them out; 
when their place fhould be fupplied 
with others of equal fize, imbued with 
an eafy foft digeftive. 

If the patient be in health, the Lips of 
“this wound, like thofe in. all other mem- 
branous parts, after they have been crude, 
_tumid and inflamed, and have for a few 
days difcharged athin, difcoloured kind of 
gleet, will begin to fuppurate : if fuch fup- 
puration be by proper, that is by foft, 
ot gentle, 
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gentle treatment, encouraged, not only 
the tumefaction and inflammatory hardnefs 
brought on by the incifion will foon fub- 
fide and difappear, but alfo all the indura- 
tion which attended the finus before it was 
laid open. 

On the other hand, if éhie patient’s ha- 
bit be bad, and no fuch inflammatory tu- 
mefa@tion fucceed to the incifion ; but 
inftead of it the lips of the wound are foft, 
flabby, and inclining to be livid, the cafe 
has undoubtedly an unpromifing appear- 
ance; but the remedy is not chirurgical : 
removal of parts will not remove or a- 
mend this ftate of the fore, or at all lef- 
fen the hazard arifing from it : it may in- 
deed render the introduction of dreffings 
fomewhat more eafy; but it neither will, 
nor can make fuch dreffings at all more 
effectual, or more conducive to the one 
end which ought to be purfued. 

In fuch cafe, the remedy muft be an 
internal one ; and whoever depends upon 
externals will give his patient much un- 
neceflary trouble, and only wafte his time. 

The truth is, this doétrine of the ne- 
ceflity of cutting out a portion of the in- 

| teftine, 


rHE FISTULA in ANO. 116 


teftine, (though it is as old, or perhaps 
older than Celfus*) is almoft a neceflary 
confequence of the manner in which thefe 
forés (upon a fuppofition of their being 
fiftulous) almoft always have been, and 
do ftill continue to be, generally treated— 
I mean, the cuftom of cramming them full 
of lint, and of charging that lint with 
medicines, which, though ufed under 
more gentle appellations, are really efcha- 
rotics. Upon this plan, I am willing to 
allow that the lips of the divided inteftiné 
will be in the way, and prove a confide- 
rable impediment in the introduction of 
fuch’ dreffings ; and I will alfo allow, that 
by means of fuch medicines, the whole 
~wound will be irritated, inflamed, and 
hardened; and fo far wear the appear= 
ance of being fiftulous, as neither to 
yield good matter, not be difpofed’ to 
Vov. Il, . I | heal’; 


* ¢ In hoc: genere demiffo fpecillo, duabus lineis inci- 
§ denda. cutis eft, ut’ media inter eas habenula tenuis admo- 
‘dum i injiciatur, ne protinus ora coeant, fitque locus aliquis 
$ linimentis; qu quam pauciflima fuperinjicienda fant, 
‘ omniaque eodem modo facienda; quz‘in’abfceflibus pofitg 
${unt.’? 
Census. 
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heal ; at leaft, not till nature has got the. 
better of the furgeon. 

What Mr. Le Dran fays, in another 
paragraph of the fame tract, may ferve 
to ftrengthen what I have afferted.—‘* S’il 
“* eft denué des deux cotes, il faut pour le 
** conferver, -faire a l’autre fefle une con- 
. * treouverture, pres de la, & la faire affez 
‘longue pour pouvoir panfer commode- 
‘‘ ment; puis ecouter ce que la nature fera 
“< pour lui.”—‘ If the gut be denuded on 
‘ both fides, a counter-opening fhould be 
‘made on the other fide, long enough 
‘ to permit, conveniently, the application 
‘of dreflings; and then we fhould wait, 
‘ and fee what nature will do toward affift- 
‘ ing the patient.’ : 

_A very important piece of advice this ; 
worth all the directions for the extirpation © 
of parts; and which, if timely and duly 
attended to, will, generally, render all 
fuch directions quite unneceflary. 

It is, indeed, fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame gentleman fhould give the 
above very excellent advice, and, almoft 
in the fame breath, add what follows.— 
“Sil eft denud cmaeement dans toute fa 

** circon- 
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** circonference, & que fon depouillement 
‘ne s’etend pas plus haut que les relev- | 
** eurs de l’anus, il faut emporter tout ce 
“qui eft denue.”—‘ If the inteftine be 
‘bared by the matter all round, and this 
‘denudation does not extend above the 
“levatores ani, all that part which is fo 
“bared, fhould be extirpated.’ That is, 
the whole verge of the anus: all that part 
which is fo formed by nature, as, by 
its relaxation to permit the largeft and 
moft folid {tool to pafs out; and, by its 
conftri€tion, to detain and keep in, for 
a while, the moft fluid, fharp and ftimu- 
lating one; all that part which when 
deftroyed or removed, not only never 
can be renewed, but never can have its 
place fupplied, nor its office properly ex- 
ecuted by what muft fucceed to it: furely 
it may, with great juftice, be faid, that 
the laft ftate of a man in thefe circum- 
- ftances is worfe than the firft; and that 
his remedy proves a moft afflifting dif- 


eafe.* 


ow) ERR LOR: 


* In the Memoirs of the French Academy, is a cafe of 


this kind, related by Mr, Faget. The patient had an ab- 
Nee {cefs 


- 
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Prejudice often prevents us from feeing 
truth, though it ftands before us: for Mr. 
| | Le 


X 


{cefs on each fide of the rectum; which, before Mr. Faget 
faw it, had been opened without meddling with the gut. 
The two abfceffes communicated by a hollow or finus 
under the os coccygis; the depth in all’ the upper part is 
defcribed to be about two inches, but in the perineum the 
fkin only was feparated ; thatis, the hollow was quite fuper- 
ficial. After five months attendance, during which time the 
rectum was never divided, the patient was brought to Paris ; 
where, in a confultation between the Meffieurs Faget and 
Boudon, it was agreed, that the only method of obtaining a 
cure, muft' be by extirpating, or cutting away the whole ex- 
_ tremity of the inteftine, a$ deep as.it was laid bare; which 
operation is thus defcribed—** Je pergai d’abord le retum 
<¢ de droit 4 gauche, avec un gros flilet ; avec lequel je fis 
<Panfe. Je commencai a couper le lambeau de peau qui 
** tenoit au coccyx, & je continuai tout le long d’attache des 


«* mufcles releveurs jufqu’ a la parte moyenne du perinée, 


<¢ou_ il y avoit beaucoup de dureté, & de callofitez, que 
<¢ emportai; je panfai la playe avec un gros bourdonnet, 
“«¢ & des lambeaux de linge trempés dans l’eaw aluminenfe, 


“<¢ le tout, foutenu par plufieurs compreffes &. un bandage | 


“‘ convenable, &c.”? Mr. Faget fays, that the patient was 
fix months longer in getting well. ‘To which, I muft take 


the liberty of adding, that he was much more fortunate . 


than fome whom I have feen under the fame treatment, 
The relator, in the reft of the memoir, endeavours to 
explain the method by which the new anus became capable of 
executing the office of the old one; and very juftly feems to 
wonder, why the furgeon, who firft had the care of the pati- 
ent, and who firft opened the abfceffes, did not divide the 
rectum in each of them. Mr, Faget’s furprize, and his cen- 

fure 
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Le Dran, though he fo ftrongly recom- 
mends the extirpation of a portion of the 
inteftine, yet has made the fame ob- 
fervation on thofe fiftule which run too 
high for extirpation, as Mr. De la Faye: 
he has very juftly remarked, that they 
will do well without fuch: operation : 
and has given fo good and fo true an 
account of the matter, that it is amaz- 
ing, he fhould not fee, that the fame 
method, both of reafoning and of acting, 
was equally applicable to both cafes; that 
is, to thofe fiftule which do not extend fo 
high, as well as to thofe which do. He 
 fays,—** On trouve fouvent des finus qui 
**.montent fort haut le long du rectum; 
<6 & méme vers la veflie, dans la tiffu 
‘* cellulaire qui entoure ces parties : finus 

j 3 ** qui 


fare on the operator, are dei well founded; but 
I muft own that it feems to me to be full as extraordinary, 
that he, who faw the propriety of its having been done be- 
fore, fhould not, at leaft, try what it would do afterward. 
If this experiment had been made, and the cafe properly 
conduéted, I make little.doubt that the patient might have 
been cured without the lofs of his, fundament. A lofs, 
which, though poflibly in youth and health he might not be 
fo fenfible of as to alarm him ; yet in age, ora ftate of de- 
bility, muft prove a very grievous one. 
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“* qui femblent devoir rendre ces maladies 
**incurables,. parcequ’ils vont plus haut 
“* que le doigt ne peut aller. Mais l’ex- 
** perience m’appris que ces finus fe rem- 
‘* plifflerent pre{que toujours dans les fix 
‘* premiers jours—ou pour parler plus juf- 
‘* tement, que les chairs fe rapprocherent, 
‘* n’ayant étés qu’ ecartés par le pus, & 
“‘ non fondues.’”—‘ Sometimes we meet 
‘ with finuffes, which run fo high in the 
‘tela cellulofa, along the rectum, and 
‘up toward the bladder, that one would 
‘be inclined to believe them to be in- 
‘curable, from their being beyond the 
‘ h of the fi ;* b 
reach of the finger ;* but I have learned 
‘ from. 
* It is hardly decent for a furgeon to fay it; but I am 
much inclined to believe that this circumftance of the finus 
being out of the reach of the finger is the very individual 
one on which the expedition of the cure (that is, the fhort- 
nefs of the time in which Mr. Le Dran fays that he finds 
thefe cavities filled up) depends. For if they were within 
the reach of the finger of an operator who thinks as this 
gentleman writes, he would immediately go to work with 
his inftruments ; and if he did nothing worfe, muft necef- 
farily prolong.—It has always been a very generally-received 
opinion, that if the hollow of the finus be higher than a fin- 
ger in ano can reach, all chirurgic operation is fruitlefs. 


_ There is hardly an author ancient or modern who has not in- 
culcated 


{ 
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‘ from experience, that thefe finufes fill up 
mnithin the firft fix days.—Or, to {peak 


* more 


ri 


culcated this doctrine, though daily ae might have 
convinced them of its falfhood. 

Among the reft, Heifter has given us his opinion on this 
fubjeét, in the moft pofitive manner : —‘* Et fane nifi digi- 
‘© tus, in anum depreflus, fiftule os attingere valet, verum 
<< illud adhuc profundius latet, fine vite periculo, ob metum 
¢¢ledendarum venarnm majorum, feétio inftitui nequit ; 
** adeoque tunc parum plerumque, imo vero nihil omnino 
‘¢ chirurgi artificia proficiunt,” &c. 

This, which, as I have obferved before, is the doétrine 
of all our writers, has always ftood upon the fame principle, 
viz. the fear of hemorrhage ; and all the propagators of it 
have always fuppofed, that nothing but a divifion of the 
whole finus could poffibly produce a cure; which fuppo- 
fition is by no means true. 

When the cafe is an abfcefs formed in the cellular mem- 
brane, the length of the finus muft be proportioned to the 
diftance of the feat of fuch abfcefs from its external orifice : 
this is fometimes confiderable, quite out of the reach of the 
finger in ano; but it does by no means follow, that either 
this finus muft be divided through its whole length ; or that 
the difeafe cannot be cured; and therefore that itis better 
not to meddle wich it at ail. Frequent experience proves the | 
contrary. If all that part of it which is within the reach of 
the finger in ano, (that is, all that part of it which is prin- 
Cipally affected by the action of the mufcles of the anus and 
reCtum) be fairly divided ; if the wound fo made be dreffed 
in fuch manner as to produce no inflammatory irritation ; 
if it be not frequently poked into, and examined ; and the 
patient’s habit be properly taken care of, the length of the’ 
finus will add very little to the difficulty arn the cure ; 

ne all 
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‘more properly, that the membranes; 
‘which have been only feparated, and 
‘not diffolved by the matter, again ap- 
© proach each other.’— _ 
Can any man give a more rational or 
more true account of this matter, or pro- 
duce a ftronger argument againft cutting 
out a part of the inteftine? The ope- 
rator’s finger cannot. reach the upper part 
of 


all that is owt of reach will collapfe and heal; and the cafe 
will very foon be exaétly the fame, as if the whole hollow 
was within the finger’s length. 


The probability of an hemorrhage from the large vel- 


fels about the upper part of the retum, is a thing which — 
ought by all means to be avoided, as it might give a great | 


deal of trouble, and create fome hazard ; but the operation 
which would induce fuch apprehenfion being ati: unnecef- 
fary, this rifque is out of the quettion. 

The laft-mentioned author (Heifter) although in fat 
a very exa& and careful writer, feems, in his obfervations on 
this complaint, rather to have copied what our predeceffors 
have written on it, than to have given us what his own ex. 
perience might have furnifhed him with: the latter would 
have convinced him, that all his preparation by bleeding, 
purging, &c. before the operation, is quite unneceflary ; 
that the blind fitule ate very little, if at all more difficult of 
cure than the open ones; and that the difeafe in queftion 
admits of being treated and cured in pregnant women, as 
perfectly and as‘eafily as in thofe who are not fo. The con- 
trary doctrines are certainly no rules of good practice, how- 
ever venerable they may be from their antiquity, : 
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of the finus, and therefore he cannot ex- 
tirpate: but finufes, which by being out 
of reach, cannot be extirpated, do well 
without it, merely by the help of nature ; 
who, when the matter is difcharged, and 
fuch an opening made as prevents any 
future lodgment, brings the fides of the 
cavity together, and endeavours thereby to 
obliterate it. It is true that fhe can but 
feldom accomplifh this end entirely ; I 
mean, throughout the whole length of the 
finus ; the lower part generally remaining 
- open, though contracted to narrow com- 
pafs: this it is moft frequently abfolutely 
neceflary to divide, in order to obtain a 
cure; but that part of the faid finus (if 
there be any) which is out of the reach of 
the inftrument guided by the finger in ano 
is not a matter of that confequence which 
it is fuppofed to be. If the lower part, 
or what is fairly within reach, be divided, 
- fuch divifion will, in moft cafes which are 
_ curable at all, be fully fufficient for a cure, 
as I have often and often experienced. I 
know that this is contrary to the generally- 
received do@rine; but I know it is true, 
and am emnielp tielined to believe, that the 
fuppo- 
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fuppofition of the neceffity of laying open 
the whole finus, however deep it may run, 
has contributed greatly to the fatigue and 
hazard which many people have unnecef- 
farily undergone in this difeafe : it has oc- 
cafioned fuch poking with long probes, 
and fuch cramming in of tents and dref- 
fings, as have proved extremely pernicious ; 
and brought on fymptoms and _ trouble, 
which would not have attended the fame 
cafes under other management. 

One word more, and I have done with 
this part of my fubject. As I have given 
my opinion fo freely concerning the prac- 
tice of excifion,-a reprefentation of the in- 
conveniences likely to arife from it might 
from me be thought to be an exaggerati- 
on: I fhall, therefore, take the liberty 
once more, to quote Mr. Le Dran; who, 
confidered as a patron of the practice, can- 
not be fuppofed. to overcharge it. He 
fays,---‘“ Cette grande playe fera dans les 
*“ commencemens pancée comme les au- 
‘* tres; mais quand les chairs commencent 
“4 fe rapprocher, elle demande des atten- 
*‘ tions particulieres ; fans lefquelles, 
‘« l’anus déviendroit fi etroit que les excre- 

** mens 
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“*mens ne pourroient y pafler; pour peu 
** quils ont de confiftence. I] faut donc 
*- alors metre jufque dans le rectum une 
“<tente de linge, lifle, affez longue, & 
** affez grofle, pour entretenir le paflage. 
‘* Tl faut méme fur le fin, fupplier a cette 
** tente, par une e{fpece de fuppofitoire 
“* d’yvoire, perce en forme de cannule; & 
‘* avoir foin de la bien affujettir par la ban- 
*« dage, afin qu’elle ne forte pas. La ci- 
** catrice etant faite, il faudra que le mala- 
‘de porte cette fuppofitoire encore pres 
**d’un an; fans quoi la cicatrice ferreroit 
“‘Yanus de plus en plus.”---* This large 
‘ wound fhould, at the firft, be drefled 
* like any other; but when the fides begin 
‘ to approach each other, it will then de- 
* mand particular attention, left the fun- 
* dament fhould become fo contracted, that 
‘ the feces, if they be at all hard, cannot 
“be expelled. Therefore, in order to 
‘keep the paflage of a proper fize, a 
* {mooth tent made of linen fhould be in- 
* troduced ; which tent fhould be of fuch 
“a fize and length, as to ferve the purpofe 
‘for which it is intended. Toward the 
‘ clofe of the cure, in the place of this, an 

~* ivory 
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bd ivory fuppofitory, made in the form of a 


‘cannula, muft be fubftituted, and kept — 


‘ conftantly in, by means of a proper ban- 
* dage.. Which fuppofitory muft be worn 
‘ for near a year after the fore is perfe@ly 
* healed ; otherwife the cicatrix will con- 
‘ i598 mip anus ftill more and more every 

phtbet is what is called cutting et a fif- 
tula: this is the operation which they who 
have undergone it do fo pathetically de- 
{cribe and lament; and what they, who 
have the misfortune to be afflicted with the 
difeafe, do (from the account of others) fo 
fearfully dread. It is true, that it has the 
fanction of feveral eminent writers ; that 
it is practifed by many furgeons; and that 
it is recommended and exhibited by anato- 
mico-chirurgical teachers; but notwith- 
ftanding thefe authorities, I fhall not fcru- 
ple to fay, that 1 it is cruel, Ss ati and 
wrong. 


That 


* To which he might have added, that when all this is 
done, and every precaution of this kind ufed, the patient 
will always find it difficult and painful, and fometimes abfo- 
lutely impoflible to retain a loofe ftool ;—an evil ftill great- 
er than the trouble of expelling a hard one. 


a 


ee 
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That by thefe means abfceffes juxta 
anum, and fiftule in ano, (as they are 
called) are cured, I make no doubt; nay, 
I know that they are: but I alfo know 
from repeated experience, that they are 
curable by means which, are more expedi- 
tious, more eafy, and neither hazardous in 
the ufe, nor productive of evil in the event. 
I-mean by mere fimple divifion of all that 
part of the finus which is within reach ; 
by foft, gentle treatment of the fore after 


fuch operation: and by proper care of the 
habit.* 


The 


* When the habit is out of order, as it moft frequently is 
in perfons afflifted with this diforder, if recourfe be not had 
to internals, the furgeon will gain little ground, This isa 
circumftance which ought always to be attended to; and it 
is in fome meafure owing to a want of due regard to it, that 
we find fuch a farrago of different dreffings ; fuch remedies 
for fungous, for foul, for callous fores, &c. Thefe difeafed 
appearances and circumftances moft frequently proceed from 
‘diforders in the habit; and if that be not corrected; the 
fame appearances will continue, notwithitanding all our ef- 
charotics, detergents, digeftives, incarnatives, &c. &c. &c. 

In cold, debauched, lax, or fluggith habits, if the patient 
be not warmed by aromatics, and braced by the bark, thefe 
cafes will often prove tedious and troublefome. 

From the induration of the parts about, from the face and 
colour of the fore, and from the difcoloured gleety difcharge, 
eallofity, latent mifchief, and: undifcovered finufes will be 


fufpected:; 
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The hemorrhage, (to. fay nothing of the 


pain) which now and then attends the ex- 
tirpation of a large piece of the inteftine 
and fundament, is alarming, both to weak 
minds and to weak bodies ; and the incon- 
veniences arifing from lofs of fubftance a- 
bout the verge of the anus, eitherin ftrong 
exercife, in the retention of loofe ftools, or 
the expulfion of hard ones, are fo great, 
that I have known feveral people who have 
daily and fincerely wifhed for their uncut 
fiftule again : and who, either from pain 
or uncleanlinefs, or both, have been ren- 
dered truly unhappy. 

In fhort, I can venture to affert from 
many years experience on a great variety of 
fubjects, that when the difeafe is curable 
ies fie, art, the method which I have 

pro- 


fufpeéted ; whereas, i in truth, neither one nor the other are 
the caufe of fuch difeafed appearances. The adminiftration 
of proper remedies will, moft commonly, in a few days, pro- 
duce fuch an alteration, as the whole art of furgery could 
not (by mere externals) bring about in as many weeks, if at 
all. Many and many a fore of this kind have I feen brought 
into the hofpital, which has had all thefe difagreeable ap- 
pearances, which has long and fruitlefsly been treated with 
all the variety of externals, and which a decoétion of the bark 
and rad. ferpentarie has, in a very fhort time, put into fuch 
a condition as not to want any thing but dry lint. 
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propofed, will, with more eafe, expedition, 
_ and certainty, attain that end, than the 
method by extirpation; and that without 
producing any of thofe very difagreeable 
circumftances which Mr. le Dran has fo 
juftly defcribed. 

_And for the truth of this affertion I ap- 
peal to all thofe (many in number) who 
have for thefe ten or twelve years paft at- 
tended St. Bartholomew’s Hofpital. 


Syn Li SV, 


ITHERTO I have confidered the di- 
feafe either as an abfcefs, from which 
the.matter has been let out by an incifion, 
made by a furgeon ; or from which the 
contents have been difcharged by one fingle 
orifice, formed by the burfting of the ikin 
fomewhere about the fundament.---I am 
now to take notice of it, when inftead of 
one fuch opening, there are feveral. 
_ This ftate of the cafe generally happens. 
when the quantity of matter collected has 
been large, the inflammation of confider- 


able extent, the adipofe membrane very 
floughy, 
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floughy, and the fkin worn very thin be- 
fore it burft.---It is, indeed, a circums- 
ftance of no real confequence at all; but 
from being mifunderftood, or not properly 
attended to, is made one of additional ter- 
ror to the patient, and additional alarm 
to the inexperienced practitioner : for it is 
taught, and frequently believed, that each 
of thefe orifices is an outlet from, or leads 
to a diftin@ finus, or hollow ; whereas in 
truth, the cafe is moft commonly quite o- 
therwife; all thefe openings are only fo 
many diftiné burftings of the fkin covering 
the matter; and do all, be they few or 
many, lead and open immediately into the 
one fingle cavity of the abfcefs: they nei- 
ther indicate, nor lead to, nor are caufed 
by diftinét finufes ; nor would the appear- 
ance of twenty of them’ (if poffible) necef- 

_ farily imply more than one getieral hollow. 
If this account be a true one, it will 
follow, that the chirurgic treatment of 
this kind of cafe ought’ to be very little, if 
at all, different from that of the preceding ; 
and that all’ that can be necefiary to be 
done, mutt’ bé to divide’ éach-of thefe ori+ 
fices in fuch manner as to’ make one cavity 


of 


rue FISTULA iw ANO. 133 


of the whole. This the probe knife will 
eafily and expeditioufly do; and when that 
is done, if the fore, or more properly its 
edges, fhould make a very ragged, uneven 
appearance, the removal of a {mall portion 
of fuch irregular angular parts will anfwer 
all the purpofes of making room for the 
application of dreffings, and for producing 
a {mooth, even cicatrix after the fore that 
be healed. 

When a confiderable quantity of oalgat 
has been recently let out, and the internal 
parts are not only in a crude, undigefted 
ftate, but have not yet had time to col- 
lapfe, and approach each other ; the infide 
of fuch cavity will appear large; and if a 
probe be pufhed with any degree of force, 
it will pafs in more than one dire¢tion into 
‘the cellular membrane, by the fide of the 
rectum. But let not the unexperienced 
practitioner be alarmed at this, and im- 
mediately fancy that there are fo many 
diftiné finufes; neither let him, if he be 
of a more hardy difpofition, go to work 
immediately with his director, knife, or 
{ciffars : let him enlarge the external wound 
by making his incifion freely ; let him lay 

PoE, it, K all 
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all-the feparate orifices open into that ca- 
vity; let him divide the inteftine length- _ 
wife by means of his finger in ano; let 
him drefs lightly and eafily ; let him pay 
proper attention to the habit of the patient ; 
and wait, and fee what a few days, under 
fuch condudt, will produce. By this he | 
will frequently find, that the large cavity 
of the abfcefs will become {mall and clean ; 
that the induration round about will gra- 
dually leffen ; that the probe will not pafs 
in that manner into the cellular membrane ; 
and confequently, that his fears of a multi- 
plicity of finufes were groundlefs. On the 
contrary, if the fore be crammed or dref- 
fed with irritating, or efcharotic medicines, 
all the appearances will be different: the 
hardnefs will increafe, the lips of the 
wound will be inverted, the cavity of the 
fore will remain large, crude, and foul ; 
the difcharge will be thin, gleety, and 
difcoloured; the patient will be uneafy and 
feverifh: and, if nonew cavities are form- 
ed by the irritation of parts, and confine- 
ment of matter, yet the original one will 
have no ed nam of ee ae itfelf ; 

and 
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and may, very poflibly, become truly fiftu- 
lous. 

I will not fay, that there never is more 
than one finus, running along the fide of 
the inteftine (I mean on the fame fide) but 
I will venture to affert, that for one in-. 
{tance in which the cafe is really fo, forty 
are fuppofed and talked of. Diftin@ and 
feparate openings in the fkin, from the 
fame cavity or finus, are common; but 
perfeG@ly diftinc finufes, running along 
the inteftine on the fame fide, are very far 
from being fo; they are very uncommon. 

I fhould be forry to have fuch a mifcon- 
{truction put upon what I have faid, as to 
have it fuppofed that I made light of a 
difeafe which every body knows is fome- 
times attended with very troublefome cir- 
cumitances ; or that I make pretenfion to 
any particular fecret method of treating it ; 
or that I think myfelf more capable of 
conducting it than the generality of prac- 
titioners : as none of thefe are true, I 
fhould be forry to have them imputed to 
me. I do allow (what is undoubtedly 
true) that this difeafe, in fome conttitu- 
tions, and under fome circumftances, will 

Sie se engage 


£94 A ATDRBATEESS) bw: 


engage the attention, and exercife the judg- 
ment of the beft and moft able practitioner ; 
but on the other hand I muft repeat, that 
a great deal of the trouble which it is fome- 
- times attended with, does not arife from 
the difeafe itfelf, but from mifconception, 
and improper treatment. | | 

I have freely, and without referve, re- 
- YJated that method of treatment which 
I have found to be moft fuccefsful; nor 
do I know any applications which are 
at all {pecific, or more proper for this 
kind of fore 'than for all others, in parts of 
the fame ftructure: the moft fimple, and 
they which give the leaft pain, are the 
beft: neither thefe, nor mere dry lint, 
fhould ever be introduced in larger quanti- 
ty than can be admitted and borne with 
eafe; that the fore may not be diftended, 
but a fair opportunity given to nature to 
contract it gradually. 

This every practitioner may be capable 
of executing, fince it confifts more in ab- 
ftaining from doing mifchief, than in do- 
ing any. thing which may require particu- 
lar judgment or, dexterity. It) 4s trie, 
that the method which I have propofed, 

7 will 
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will confiderably leflen the chirurgic appa- 
-ratus of inftruments and dreflings ; but it 
will be attended with fuccefs, and produce 
that which every patient has a right to 
expect from his furgeon;—a firm cure, 
in a fhort {pace of time, and with the leaft 
pofiible fatigue. 


It fometimes happens, that the matter 
of an abfcefs, formed juxta anum, inftead 
of making its way out through the ‘kin, 
externally near the verge of the anus, or 
in the buttock, pierces through the intef- 
tine only. This is what is called a 
blind internal fiftula : Fifule borgne in- 
ferne. } 

In this cafe, after the difcharge has 
been made, the greater part of the tume- 
faction fubfides, and the patient becomes 
eafier. If this does not produce a cure, 
which fometimes, though very feldom, 
happens, fome fmall degree of induration 
generally remains in the place where the 
original tumor was ; upon preffure on this 
hardnefs, a fmall.difcharge of matter is 


K 3  frequent- 
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frequently made per anum ; and fometimes 
the expulfion of air from the cavity of the 
_abfcefs into that of the inteftine may very 
palpably be felt, and clearly heard; the 
{tools, particularly, if hard, and requiring 
force to be expelled, are fometimes fmear- 
ed with matter; and although the patient, 
by the burfting of the abfcefs, is relieved 
from the acute pain which. the collection 
occafioned, yet he is feldom perfectly free 
from a dull kind of uneafinefs, efpecially if 
he fits for any confiderable length of time 
in one pofture, ‘The real difference be- 
tween this kind of-cafe, and that in which ie 
there is an external opening (with regard 
to method of cure) is very immaterial ; for 
an external opening muft be made, and 
then all difference ceafes. In this, as in 
the former, no cure can reafonably be ex- 
pected, until the cavity of the abfcefs, and 
that of the rectum, are made one; and the 
only difference is, that in the one cafe we 
have an orifice at, or near the verge of. the 
anus, by which we are immediately ena- 
bled to perform that neceflary operation ; : 
in the other, we mui{t make one. 


Some of the beft of the modern writers 
have 


‘\ 
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have, I think, reprefented this ftate of the 

difeafe in fuch manner as to make it . 
feem to labour under difficulties, which I 
cannot fay that I ever found it really did’; 


and have thereby thrown the appearance of 


obfcurity and trouble, on what is general- 
ly clear, and eafy. 

In Mr. De la .Faye’s very excellent 
notes on Dionis, is the following paflage. 
** Lorfque les fiftules n’ont pas d’ouverture 
*< externe, & que rien nedefignele lieu ot 
‘il faut faire l’operation, il y a deux 


“ 


“* moyens de le decouvrir.. Le premier eft 
is de linvention de feu Mr. Thibaut, qui 


‘“portoit le doigt index dans l’anus, & le 
‘*-recourboit.; enfuite, enletirant-un peu a 


““€ lui, pour ramener a Vexterieur le foyer 


“< de la matiere, tandis qu’ il prefloit avec 
‘un autre doigt les environs du fonde- 
‘ment, la douleur qu’, il caufoit au-mala- 


** de marquoit le licu ou il falloit: faire 


* Vincifion pour rendre la fiftule complete. 
“< Le fecond eft de Mr. Petit, qui met dans 
‘«- Yanus pendant vingt-quatre heures une 
tente, qui touchant l’ouverture de la fif- 
tule, empeche le pus de s’ecouler, & le 
ramafle en aflez grande quantité pour 

| K 4 ‘* faire 
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‘* faire a l’exterieur une tumeur, qu’ indi- 
“* que le lieu ou il faut faire l’operation.” 
—* When fiftule have no external open- 
“ing, and there is no mark, whereby to 
* diftinguifh the place where the operation 
“ought to be performed, there are two 
* methods of difcovering it; the firft is 
‘ that of the late Mr. Thibaut, who put 
‘ his fore-finger into the rectum; and cur- 
‘ving it, endeavoured to bring the foyer, 
‘(that is, the hollow which furnifhes the 
‘matter,) nearer to the external part of 
‘the fundament; while, with his other 
‘finger, he preffed all the parts round 
‘about: the pain which he, by thefe 
‘means, gave to the patient, marked out 
‘ the place where the incifion ought to be 
‘ made, in order to render the fiftula com- 
‘plete. The fecond method is that of 
‘Mr. Petit: He put into the anus, for 
‘ the {pace of twenty-four hours, a tent; 
‘which, by {topping up the orifice of the 
‘ fiftula, hindered the matter from running 
‘out into the cavity of the gut; and for- 
‘ ced it to be collected in fuch quantity as 
‘ to form an external tumefaction, fuffici- 

“* ent 
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* ent to indicate the place where the opera» 
‘ tion ought to be performed.’ 

The former of thefe, as far as it de- 
pends on that fingle circumftance, that the 
point where the pain is felt, is the exact 
place where the opening ought to be made, 
is, by no means, to be depended upon: 
the latter method is operofe, troublefome, 
and, in general, very infufficient for the 
purpofe. If the orifice, through which 
the matter has made its way, lies high in 
the inteftine, a tent cannot be introduced 
fo as to prefs againit it {ufficiently, unlefs 
it be fo long, and fo large, as to occupy 
the whole cavity of the gut. How fatigu-_ 
ing, and how difficult, the retention of 
this, for twenty-four hours, mutt be to 
many people, is eafy to imagine: if the 
orifice be near to the fundament, in the 
lower part of the inteftine, the poffibility 
of clofing it may be fomewhat greater ; 
but the inconvenience muft be nearly 
the fame, as well as the uncertainty. 

In fhort, not to enter farther into this 
totally unnecefflary kind of practice, [| 
would advife the man who thinks to try 
it, to confider the ftrifture made by the 

con- 
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contraction of the verge of the anus; the 
expanfion .of the cavity of the gut, imme- 
diately above that {tricture ; the great dila- 
tability of the membranes of the inteftine, 
and the uneven, wrinkled ftate: in which 
it muft neceffarily be ; and then to reflect, 
how very unlikely it is, ‘that he. fhould, 
without filling the whole cayity, ftop or 
block up a fmall breach, whofe exact fitu- 
ation he cannot know, or learn. 

It is true, that by difcharge of the ‘mat- 
ter into the cavity of the inteftine, the 
flu€tuation of it within the abfcefs is no 
more to be felt; the tenfion ceafes; the 
tumor, in great meafure, fubfides; and, 
‘confequently,. all thefe indications of ‘its 
fituation difappear: but I do not remem- 
ber ever to have feen a fingle cafe of this 
kind, in which there was not in the but- 
tock, or near to the verge of the anus, ei- 
ther a remaining difcoloration of the fkin, 
or a hardnefs, or fomething by which the 
finger of a careful, judicious examiner, 
could clearly and certainly find where the 
difeafe was. Each of the circumftances 
| juft mentioned, do as certainly point out 
where the hollow leading to the finus is, 

as 
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as the fluctuation of the matter did before 
the cavity burft; and a knife, or lancet, 
plunged into this, (provided it be puthed 
deep enough) will never fail to enter the 
faid hollow. When this is done, the cafe 
becomes what is commonly called complete, 
and muft be treated accordingly. 


2S BAG Be Eb 


COME now to that ftate of the difeafe, 
which may truly and properly be called 
fiftulous, This is generally defined, finus 
anguitus, callofus, profundus ; acri fanie 
diffinens or, as Dionis tranflates it, ‘‘ Un 
“ ulcere profond, & caverneux, dont. len- 
“ trée eft etroite, & le fond plus large ; avec 
‘* iffue d’un pus acre & virulent ; & ac- 
** compagne de callofités.” 
Various caufes may produce or concur 
in producing fuch a ftate of the parts con- 


cerned as will conftitute a fiftula, in the ~ 


proper fenfe of the word ; that is, a deep, 
hollow fore, or finus, all parts of which 
are fo hardened, or fo difeafed, as to be ab- 
folutely tnorpebls of being healed, while in 
that 
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that ftate; and from which a frequent, or 
daily difcharge is made, of a thin, difcolo- 
red fanies, or fluid. 

Thefe I thall take the liberty of ear aee 
into two claffes, viz. thofe which are the 
effect of negle&, diftempered habit, or of 
bad management, and which may be call- 
ed, without any great impropriety, local 
difeafes; and thofe which are the confe- 
quence of diforders, whofe origin and feat 
is not in the immediate finus or fiftula, 
but in parts more or lefs diftant, and 
which, therefore, are not local complaints. 

The natures and chara¢ters of thefe are 
obvioufly different by defcription ; ‘but they 
are {till more fo in their moft frequent e- 
vent: the former being generally curable 
by proper treatment ; ie latter frequently 
not fo by any means whatever. 

Under the former I reckon all fuch ca- 
fes as were originally mere collections of 
matter within the coats of the inteftine 
rectum, or in the cellular membrane fur- 
rounding the faid gut; but which, by 
being long neglected,. grofly managed, or, 
by happening in habits which were difor- 
dered, and for which diforders no proper 


reme- 
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remedies were adminiftred, fuffer fuch al- 
- teration, and get into fuch ftate, as to de- 
fefve the appellation of fiftule. 

Under the latter, are comprifed all thofe 
cafes in which the difeafe has its origin and 
firft ftate in the higher and more diftant 
parts of the pelvis, about the os facrum, 
lower vertebre of the loins, and parts ad- 
jacent thereto; and are either ftrumous, or 
the confequence of long and much diftem- 
pered habits ; or the effect of, or combined 
with other diftempers, local, or general ; 
fuch as a difeafed neck of the bladder, or 
proftate gland, or urethra; the lues vene- 
fea, cancers, &c.. &c, &c. 

Among the very low people, who are 
brought into hofpitals, we frequently meet 
with cafes of the former kind: cafes, 
which, at firft, were mere fimple abfceffes ; 
but which from uncleanlinefs, from in- 
temperance, negligence, and diftempered 
conftitutions, become fuch kind of fores, 
as may be called fiftulous. 

In thefe the art of furgery is undoubted- 
ly, in fome meafure, and at fome time, 
_neceflary ; but it very feldom is the firft or 
principal fountain from whence relief is 
to 
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to be fought: the general effects of intem- 
perance, debauchery, and difeafes of the 
habit are firft to be correéted and removed, 
before furgery can with propriety, or with 
reafonable profpect of advantage be made 
ufe of. Ifthe patient be infected with the 
 Jues venerea, that muft firft be cured; if 
he be anafarcous, or leucophlegmatic, that 
indifpofition muft be corrected; if he be . 
* feverith, that heat muft be selmied: ; and if 
he labour under any of the general ill ef- 
fects arifing from foul {kin, dirty clothing, 
unclean and unwholefome lodging, &c. 
producing pallid countenance, undue {e- 
cretions, lofs of appetite, cedematous legs, 
intermittent fevers, &c. the ftate of blood 
which always accompanies fuch com- 
plaints muft be amended before furge- 
ry can be adminiftred to any good purpofe. 
If knife, cauttic, or whatever other exter- 
nal means are thought. proper to be ufed, 
be applied before fuch general evils have 
been corrected, they will do little or no 
good; and may do much mifchief. On 
the contrary, when the lues is corrected ; 
when the patient is cool, and gets good 
fleep ; when the fecretion of urine is fo 
re- 
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re-eftablifhed, the general abforbent facul- 
‘ty fo reftored, and the folids fo braced, 
that the legs ceafe to {well; and the pati- 
ent recovers his natural appetite and com- 
plexion ; we find the local difeafe, inftead 
of ftanding ftill, has almoft always made 
great advances towards being cured, by 
being altered in all the principal circum- 
ftances of induration, crudity, gleet, &c. 
Whatever chirurgic operation or treatment 
may now be neceflary, will, in all proba- 
bility, fucceed immediately ;' whereas, all 
our attempts before fuch care, ws and 
mutt prove fruitlefs. 

The furgery required in thefe cafes, 
confifts in Jaying open and dividing the 
finus, or finufes, in fuch manner that 
there may be no poffible lodgment for 
matter, and that fuch cavities may be fair- 
ly opened lengthwife into that of the in- 
teftine rectum: if the internal parts of 
thefe hollows are hard, and do not yield 
good matter, which is fometimes the cafe, 
more efpecially where attempts have been 
made to cure by injecting aftringent li- 
-quors, fuch parts fhould be lightly 
feratched or fcarified with the point of a 
ie : knife 
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knife or lancet, but not dreffed with ef- 
charotics; and if, either from the multi- 
plicity of external orifices, or from the 
loofe, flabby, hardened, or inverted {tate 
of the lips and edges of the wound near to 
the fundament, it feems very improbable 
that they can be got into fuch a ftate as to 
heal {mooth and even, fuch portion of them 
fhould be cut offas may juft ferve that pur- 
pofe. The dreflings fhould be foft, eafy, 
and light; and the whole intent of them 
to produce fuch fuppuration as may foften 
the parts, and may bring them into a ftate 
fit for healing. 

If a loofe, fungous kind of fleth has 
taken pofieffion of the infide of the finus, 
(a thing much talked of, and very feldom 
met with) a flight touch of the lunar cau- 
ftic will reduce it fooner, and with better 
effect on the fore, than any other efcharotic 
whatever. : 

The method and medicines by which © 
the habit of the patient was corrected, 
muft be continued (at leaft in fome degree) 
through the whole cure; and all thofe 
excefles and irregularities which may have 
contributed to injure it, muft be avoided. 

By 
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_ By thefe means, cafes which at firft have 
a moft difagreeable and formidable afpea, 
are frequently brought into fuch ftate, as 
to give very little trouble in the healing. 

More trouble mu be fuppofed to attend 
this kind of cafe, than does a mere fimple, 
recent abfcefs ; and more time will nece{- 
farily be required to bring the parts into a 
kindly ftate; but under proper conduct, 
they will in general be found to do well, | 
without any .of thofe operations which 
mankind have fuch dread of; and which 
are in general taught and practifed. 

If the bad ftate of the fore arifes merely 
from the improper manner in which it 
may have been treated; I mean, from its 
having been crammed, irritated, and ero- 
ded ; the method of obtaining relief is fo 
obvious, as hardly to need recital. 

A patient who has been fo treated, has 
generally fome degree of fever; has a 
pulfe which is too hard, and too quick ; 
is thirfty, and does not get his due quan- 
tity of natural reft. A fore which has 
_ been fo dreffed, has generally a confiderable 
degree of inflammatory hardnefs round a- 

Voi. III. hack Wei bout ; 
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bout; the lips and edges of it are tumid, 
full, inflamed, and fometimes inverted ; 
the whole verge of the anus is fwollen ; 
the hemorrhoidal veffels are loaded; the 
difcharge from the fore is large, thin, and 
difcoloured ; and all the lower part of the 
rectum participates of the inflammatory 
irritation, producing pain, bearing-down, 
tenef{mus, ic. Contraria contrarits is never 
more true than in this inftance: the pain- 
ful, uneafy ftate of the fore, and of the 
rectum, is the great caufe of all the mif- 
chief, both general and particular; and 
the firft intention muft be to alter that. 
All efcharotics muft be thrown out, and 
difufed ; and in lieu of them, a foft digef- 
tive thould be fubftituted, in fuch manner 
as not to caufe any diftention, or to give 
any uneafinefs from quantity; over which — 
a pultice fhould be applied: thefe dreffings 
fhould be renewed twice a day; and the 
patient fhould be enjoined abfolute reft. 
At the fame time, attention fhould be paid 
to the general difturbance, which the for- 
mer treatment may have created. Blood 
fhould be drawn off from the fanguine ; 

| : the 
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the feverith heat fhould be calmed by pro- 
per medicines ; the languid and low fhould 
be aflifted with the bark and cordials ; and 
eafe in the part mutt, at all events, be ob- 
tained by the injection of anodyne clyfters 
of ftarch and opium. 

If the finus has not yet been laid open, 
and the bad ftate of parts is occafioned by 
the introduction of tents imbued with 
efcharotics, or by the inje@ion of aftrin- 
gent liquors, (the one for the deftruCtion 
of callofity, the other for the drying up 
gleet and humidity) no operation of any 
kind fhould be attempted until both the 
patient and the parts are eafy, cool, and 
quiet: cataplafm, clyfters, reft, and proper 
medicines muft procure this; and when 
that is accomplithed, the operation of di- 
viding the finus, and (if neceffary) of re- 
moving a {mall portion of the ragged edges, 
may be executed, and will, in all proba- 
bility, be attended with fuccefs. On the 
contrary, if fuch operation be performed 
while the parts are in a ftate of inflamma- 
tion, the pain will be great, the fore for 
feveral days very troublefome, and the cure 

Le pro- 
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prolonged or retarded, ae of being 
expedited. 

‘Particular individual cafes may requité 
little particularities in the treatment; but 
what I have drawn is the general outline. 
In this, as in moft parts of phyfic and 
furgery, the firft and great object is, to 


know what the intention is which ought . 


to be purfued ; when that is clear and 
determined, a man of any degree of know- 
ledge will feldom be at a lofs for materials 
wherewith to execute it. 

Abfceffes, and collections of difeafed 


fluids are frequently formed about the — 
Jumbal vertebra, under the pfoas mufcle, _ 


- and near to the os facrum; in which cafes, 
the faid bones are afniekianits carious, or 
otherwife difeafed. Thefe fometimes form 


finufes, which run down by the fide of | 


the rectum, and burft near to the funda- — 


ment. 


The dricharges from thefe are generally 


large, foetid, thin, and fharp ; it'is there- — 
fore no wonder that the finufes by which | 
they are made, together with the orifices — 
- thereof, become sono and callous ; ; that is, f 


* teal - 


truly 
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truly fiftulous; but it muft be obvious to 
every one who will confider it, that the 
chirurgic treatment of thefe fores and finufes 
can be of very little confequence towards 
‘curing the difeafes from whence they arife: 
_ their feat is generally out of the reach 
either of our inftruments, or our applica- 
tions; and their nature is not frequently 
found to be capable of being altered by 
medicine. However that may be, certain 
* it.is, that what advantage a perfon in fuch 
circumftances is at all likely to receive, 
is not derivable from furgery ; but muft 
be from medicine, or from more powerful 

nature. | , 
Perfons who have long laboured under 
what is commonly called a cachectic habit 
have fometimes large collections of matter 
formed in the cellular membrane within 
the cavity of the pelvis, which, like the 
| preceding, form finufes, and burft their 
way out near the anus. Thefe finufes, 
from the nature of the difcharge, from 
the depth of the feat of the difeafe, and 
from the length of time which the drain 
continues, do almoft neceflarily become 
L 3 fiftulous. 
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fiftulous.—Such collections do fometimes 
prove falutary crifes; though much more 
frequently they haften the patient’s diffo- 
lution : but be the event which it may, 
although the fore 1s certainly fiftulous, yet 
can the art of furgery do very little, if any 
material fervice. If the event be good, 
the crifis muft be far advanced, and very 
nearly determined, before any operation, 
or even drefling (except what is fuperficial, 
and merely for the purpofe of cleanlinefs) 
can be of any ufe; and if the difcharge 
proves too much for the ftrength of the 
patient, it is pretty clear, that neither the 
art of furgery, nor indeed any other, can ~ 
avail him. : 

On the other hand, if it fo happens, 
that nature is fo powerful, that, by means 
of this drain, fhe can free the habit from 
its former difeafed ftate; or if, by the 
help of medicine, fuch alteration can be 
brought about, the fiftula will not’ prove 


very troublefome: for the fame alteration, 


at leaft in fome degree, will be found to 
have been made in that; and if it be not 
brought thereby abfolutely inta a healing 

ftate, 
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ftate, yet it will be found to be fo much 

altered in its principal circumftances, that 
_ the common method, already laid down, 
will be fully fufficient for the completion 
_of a cure. | 

We are, by authors, very frequently 
advifed not to be too hafty in the cure of 
thefe cafes; as the continuance of the dif- 
charge may prove beneficial to the patient. 
That thefe difcharges ‘are now and then of 
great advantage, is beyond all doubt; but 
very happily for fuch patients, the healing 
or not healing thefe fores is very feldom 
within our determination. We may, in- 
deed, (and I fear often do) by indifcreet 
conduct, prevent a fore from healing, 
when it is nature’s intention that it fhould 
be healed; but when fhe finds herfelf re- 
lieved, or benefited by a difcharge of this 
kind, fhe will generally continue it, in 
{pite of our moft officious endeavours to 
the contrary. 

Cancers. and cancerous fores are fome- 
times formed in the cavity, or in the 
neighbourhood of the retum, and funda- 
ment: in which they make moft terrible 

| oe eS havock, 
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havock, and Ciba moft aa A {pec- 
tacles. 

As I do not know wtih will cure a can- 
cer, I leave the difcuffion of this to thofe 
who fay that they do; moft fincerely wifh- 
ing, that it was in my power to fay, that 
I had, once in my life, known them to 
have fulfilled their promife. 

Fiftulous fores, finufes; and induration 
about the anus, which are confequences ‘of 
difeafes of the tieck of the bladder, and 


urethra, called fiftule in perinzo, require 


feparate and particular confideration. 

“In thefé, the external openings, with 
the finufes leading from them into the 
cellular membrane, are the leaft part of 
the complaint: the ftri@ture in the ure- 
thra, the induration of the whole neck 


of the bladder, the hardened, fungous, a 


he enlarged, or ulcerated ftate of the proftate 


gland, the difeafes of the verumontanum, | 


of the veficule feminales, and vafa defe- 


rentia, ate the great and principal Unies 
of confidération. 


A very ferions confideration ‘they ¢et- 


tainly make. ‘Great and manifold are the — 


miferies 


«ig 
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miferies which are derived to mankind 
from thefe caufes; and much more dili- 
gent inquiry do they deferve, than they 
have yet met with: but -as they do not 
immediately belong to my prefent fubjec, 
I muft omit, or, at leaft, to another op- 
portunity defer, entering into them. 


73S i th 


aia ON 


es ine i Hit: SN 
py 


a ree fi al 
cer Bi. 


CUBS OCR: Gea a 


or Son ee McA Dawe N.S 


ra ART Ants TT, 
vet 
POLYPUS or tHe NOSE, 
; T Gd ££ 
CANCER or rue SCROTUM, 


DIFFERENT KINDS or RUPTURES, 


AN D THEE 


MORTIFICATION or tHe TOES anv FEET. 


* 


De Rocokitat: Agatti t 


HE first of the following 
tracts contains fome remarks 
on a difeafe, to which perfons of 
every rank and condition are liable ; 
and by which they are rendered tru- 


ly unhappy. 


From an unpardonable indolence, 
or an equally blameable timidity, it 
has been too much the cuftom in 
this country, to leave the manage- 
ment of this complaint to pretenders 
and itinerants, fome of whom have 

} been, 


Rien. 1 his. Preface was, through negligence, 
omitted in the 4to. edition. 
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been, in fome degree, acquainted — 


with the organ and its difeafes, 


others moft grofily ignorant of both; 


confequently the benefits, and the 
the misfortunes, which have attend- 
ed their undertakings have been va- 
rious. With thefe I have nothing 
to do; but cannot help taking the 
liberty to obferve, that until the 
profeffion in general have made 
themfelves capable of being effen- 
tially ferviceable to mankind in this 
point, they muft not be furpriz- 
ed that the unfortunate and un- 
knowing give credit to fair pro- 

mifes. 


What I fhall, in the following 
pages, advance, regarding the ca- 
taract, is not the confequence of 
a mere defire to write, but arifes 
from a conviction founded on fre- 


quently | 
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quently-repeated experience, that 
we have, within a few years paft, 
‘reprobated an operation which, in | 
proper hands, is capable of pro- 
ducing great good; and have fub- 
ftituted in its place another, which 
though perhaps right and ufeful, in 
fome particular inftances, has, by — 
being too generally practifed, occa- 
-fioned much mifchief. ' 


I fhould be forry to have what 
I fay mifunderftood: I do by no 
means intend either to praife or 
blame indifcriminately : I think that 
each operation has its merit: but 
I alfo think, and know, that we 
have almoft laid afide one, for rea- __ 
fons which are not founded in truth; 
and that we have rather haftily pa- 
tronized and practifed the other, 
without 
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without duly attending to its very © 
frequent ill confequences. 


.The seconp tract. regards a dif- 
eafe which is mentioned, indeed, 
in moft books of furgery, but in 
general not in fuch manner as to 
enable a young practitioner to form 
a, proper judgment of it. By fome, 
it is pafled over fo flightly, that 
an ignorant reader might be induced 
to fuppofe that it could never oc- 
cafion much trouble or hazard: 
by others, it is regarded merely 
as requiring a chirurgic operation, 
to the performance of which their 
whole attention is paid ; while, both 
by the one and the other, the mate- 
rial circumftances of the difeafe are 
overlooked, and no rules laid:down 
a to determine on the pro- 


PREY 


/ 


PREFACE. 163 


priety or impropriety of any chirur- 
gic attempt whatever. 


The fubje& of the rutrp has not, 
(at leaft to my knowledge) been pub- 
lickly noticed. | 


All who have the care of hof- 
pitals in this town know, that the 
chimney-{weeper’s cancer is as real, 
and as peculiar a diftemper as any of 
the morbi artificum; and a very 
melancholy confideration it is to 
thofe who are neceflarily in des way 
of sgl liable to it. 


The rourrn is the refult of a 
cuftom which I have many years. 
_practifed; that of making memo- 
randa of whatever appeared to me 
to be either unufual in itfelf, or at- 
tended with any fingularity of cir- 
cumftances, | 
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The Firru is on a difeafe, which 
has fo generally foiled all the attempts 
of art, as to be by many reckoned 
among thofe which are out of its 
reach. This truth, though fome- 
times undeniable, is always acknow- 
ledged with relu@ance ; and reafons, 
good or bad, are therefore always 
fought for, and given for our dif- 
appointment. In the prefent cafe, 
a defect of circulation, an offification 
of vefiels, a want or depravity of 
the nervous fluid, with fome other 
conjectures, equally ingenious, whim- 
fical and groundlefs, are offered. 
Whatever may be the original caufe, 
of the mortification of the toes and 
feet, certain it is, that acute pain is 
one of its firft and moft conftant 
fymptoms ; and as certain it is, that 
while fuch pain continues, no ftop 
is, or can be put to the progrefs of — 

the. — 
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the diftemper. The ideas of defec- 
tive circulation, want of fenfibility 
in the nerves, of malignity, putre- 
faction, &c. have, in my opinion, 
mifled us from a proper confidera- 
tion of this deftruGive malady, and 
have put us on a plan of practice, 
which, as far as it relates to externals, 
feems to me to be oppofite to that 
which ought to be purfued, and to 
render the difeafe more intra¢table, 
and more certainly fatal.  Inftead 
of cooling, we endeavour to excite 
heat ; and when the parts which 
yet retain life and fenfation, are in 
fuch ftate as to be moft liable to, 
and fufceptible of irritation, we ap- 
ply to them hot, pungent oils, bal- 
fams, and tin@ures, and wrap them 
up in cataplafms made of fuch in- 
gredients as are more calculated to 

M 2 an{wer 
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anfwer the purpofe of ftimulating, 
than. of appeafing. 


In fhort, I cannot help thinking 
that we have, in this cafe, done 
what our forefathers did in that of 
wounds made by gun-fhot; that is, 
we have formed conjectures con- 
cerning the nature of the diftemper 
which are not true, and then have 
built a practice on thefe erroneous 
suefies, The flrange notions which 
our anceftors entertained concerning 
the effects of fire, the poifon of 
gun-powder, the malignity, and the - 
putrifadtive difpofition of gun-fhot 
wounds, led them to overlook the 
obvious and neceffary effets of a 
high degree of contufion and lacera- 
tion, and induced them to have re- 
courfe to fuch means, as though 
periectly agreeable to their theory, 

necefiarily 
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neceflarily increafed the pain, the in- 

flammation, and the irrritation which 

they fhould have endeavoured to 
-foothe and appeafe. 


What the confequence of their 
treatment too frequently was, them- 
felves have told us; what that of 
attending more to the true nature 
of the cafe, and of ating from fuch 
confideration has been, our foldiers 
and failors have of late years happily 


A wesateeah 


Perhaps fome of the cafes which I | 
have related in the rourrs tradt, 
may not appear to others to be fo 
worthy of notice as they did to me. 
Some of them, I cannot help think- 
ing, may deferve the attention of 
the younger part of the profeffion, 

M 3 to 
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to whofe information I with to con- 
tribute. 


Difeafes have, it is true, in general, 
a fort of regularity and order, a 
feries of caufes and events, by which 
they are known and - diftinguithed, 
yet we do now and then meet with 
- fuch odd irregularities, fuch ftrange 
and unufual confequences, as puzzle 
and alarm even the foundeft judg- 
ment, and the longeft experience; 
and unlefs thefe be noted, the hiftory 
of diftempers will be imperfect. 


From writers of fyftems and infti- 
tutes, (of furgery at leaft) fuch kind 
of knowledge is not to be expected. 
They are moft frequently mere com- 
pilers, and do little more than copy 
each other. The information which 
they convey, is at beft but fuper-— 

ficial, . 
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ficial, and much more calculated to 
enable a man to talk, than either to 
judge or to a&t. It muft be from a 
careful attention to the cafes of indi- 
viduals, and from an obfervation of 
difeafes, in their irreoular and infre- 
quent forms, as well as their more 
cuftomary ones, that true and exten- 
five judgment can be acquired. 


If therefore a faithful relation of 
thefe. lefs-ufual circumftances - and 
appearances, both in the living and 
in the dead, was more frequently 
made, it might be produdtive of no 
{mall improvement: it would not 
be confined to the adding a few 
anomalous, excentric cafes to our 
books, tending to excite ‘our ad- 
miration only, but might be made 
to ferve a much more valuable pur- 
pole ; ; it might guard us againft too 

: M : haftily 
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haftily determining in cafes of real, 
or of feeming obfcurity, and might 
prevent us, now and then, from 
fuppofing things to be incapable of 
being accounted for, merely becaufe 
we have not yet learned how to 
account for them ; it might perhaps 
leffen our faith in general doétrines 


and theories, but it would render — 


us more attentive to fads, and 
thereby furnifh us with a much 
more ufeful kind of knowledge. 


Perhaps alfo, upon a more clofe 
and frequent examination, we might 


find, that fome of thefe very cafes — 


are neither fo rare, nor fo intractable 
as we have hitherto believed them to 
be. But be that as it may, certain 
it is, that from fuch inquiry, we 
fhould at leaft get one kind of infor- 
mation---we fhould be furnifhed 

| with 
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with good and fatistactory reafons, 
why our beft attempts fo frequently 
fail: I fay fatista@ory, becaufe I 
cannot help thinking, that next to 
the pleafure of being able to relieve 
the diftrefles' of mankind, is the 
fatisfaction of knowing that it was 
not in our power fo to do. 


; Many and great are the improve- 
ments which the chirurgic art has 
received within thefe laft fifty years ; 
and much thanks are due to thofe 
who have contributed to them: but 
when we refle& how much ftill re- 
mains to be done, it fhould rather 
excite our induftry than inflame our 
vanity. | 


Our fathers thought themfelves a 
great deal nearer to perfection than 
we have found them to be; and I 


| 
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am much miftaken, if our fucceffors 
do not, in more inftances than one, 
wonder both at our inattention and our 
ignorance. Notwithftanding all our 
late real improvements, there is ftill 
ample room to exercife all the pow- 
ers of many fucceeding artifts, and to 
furnifh them with large opportunity 
of acquiring honour to themfelves, 
and of doing much praife-worthy 
fervice to mankind: the art is ftill 
defe&tive, and the words of Seneca 
are ftill, in fome degree, as true as 
when he wrote them, ‘* Multum ad- | 
‘¢ huc reftat operis, multumgue ref- 
‘‘tabit; nec ulli nato poft mille fe- 
‘‘cula precludetur occafio aliquid 
‘‘-adhuc adjiciendi.”’ 
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Otwithftanding the variety of ope- 
rations and proceffes which, for 
the relief or cure of this difeafe, 
are to be found in almoft all the books of 
our forefathers, yet it is very certain that, 
until within thefe laft fifty years, neither 
the ftate, nature, nor feat of it were tru- 
ly known; at leaft not to the practitioners 
of furgery. 
Wild and various were the conjectures 
concerning it: it was by fome faid to be a » 
| diftem- 
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diftemper of the vitreous humour; by 
others of the aqueous: by fome it was 
thought to be a condenfation of earthy 
particles ; by others a membranous film: 
it was faid by fome to be anterior, by 
others, pofterior to the pupil; it was 
often confounded with the gutta ferena, 
and fometimes even with an opacity of the 
cornea. 

Accident, one great fource of many an 


ufeful difcovery both in phyfic and furge- | 


ry, firft proved it to be a diftemper of the 
corpus cryftallinum ; to be in general ab- 
folutely confined to it, and to confift of 
a greater or lefs degree of opacity: and 
now, as is ufual in all fuch cafes, we are 
convinced, that all the attempts, and all 
the operations which ever were made, 
or practifed to any good purpofe, either 
for its relief or its cure, could be fuccefs- 
ful only as they affected that body. 

From the knowledge of its feat, and 
of one of the principal circumftances of its 
nature, we have been enabled to direct our 
attempts more rationally, and to act with 
a greater degree of precifion and fatisfati- 

; On ; 
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on; but ftill from all I have been able to 
collect, either from books or from praéti- 
tioners,- there are fome material circum- 
ftances relative to the difeafe, which are 
not rightly, at leaft not generally under- 
ftcod; fome remains of the old do@rine 
ftill continue to influence both our opinion 
and practice; fome things are taken for 
granted which are by no means true; and 
practical inferences are drawn from others, 
which are not admiffible. Whether: an 
attempt to fet fome of thefe in a clearer 
light, will or ought to be attended with 
any alteration in the treatment of the dif- 
temper, miutft be left to others to. deter- 
mine: I fhall content myfelf with relat- 
ing, as briefly as I can, fome few particu- 
lars which appear to me to deferve atten- 
tion, 

One general opinion among our ancef- 
tors was, that every cataract had its fea- 
fons; was at one timé immature or unripe, 
at another mature or ripe; and that the 
term unripe, neceflarily implied a foft, 
that of ripe, a hard, or firm ftate of the 
cryftalline. Br 

re The 
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The opinion was a neceflary confe- 
quence of the theory then moft frequent- 
ly embraced, and was therefore generally 
credited; and, as very often happens with 
regard to preconceived notions, it was 
thought to be confirmed by fats. 

This doctrine has, it is true, been con- 
tradided by fome of our beft modern 
practitioners ; but itill it not only remains 
the opinion of many, but has a very con- 
fiderable fhare in. determining the pre- 
ference fuppofed to be due to one method 
of operating over another. : 

The terms imply, and are generally un- 
derftood to mean, that every cataract is at 
firft foft, through its whole fubftance; 
and that by degrees, in more or lefs time, 
it becomes hard and firm, or at leaft hard- 
er and firmer than the natural cryftalline : 
which latter circumftance is by no means 
true, either neceflarily or even generally. 
I will not fay that it never is: but I can 
venture to affirm, that it moft frequently 
is not. Some of our remote anceftors 
borrowed their ideas on this fubject from 
the kernels of fruits, to which they have 

indeed 
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indeed compared the cataract: but the 
notions of ripe and unripe, have remained 
with many who were aware of the exceed- 
ing abfurdity of the comparifon. 
- If this was a merely fpeculative point, 
it would be a matter of very little impor- 
tance ; but as a practical inference is drawn 
from it, that the early, or fuppofed unripe 
ftate is an improper one for an operation, 
and that therefore a patient fhould wait for 
a later or ripe one, it becomes a matter of 
confiderable confequence to fuch perfon 
whether he fhall, or fhall not continue 
blind all that very uncertain {pace of time. 
Neither is this all, matetial as it may 
feem; forthe fame doctrine implies, that 
the firft degree or appearance of obfcurity, 
however foft the cryftalline may then be, 
will certainly be followed by an induration 
of it; or in other words, that the cryftal- 
line is firft rendered foft merely and only 
_ to become hard afterwards: that the fame 
firft or foft ftate is not proper for an ope- 
ration, becaufe it would neceffarily render 
it unfuccefsful ; and that an increafed de- 
gree of opacity and obfcurity, may in 
general 
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general be regarded’ as marks of increafed 
firmnefs: not one of which is true. 

The natural, found, tranfparent cryftal- 
line, is very far from being uniform in its 
confiftence through its whole fubftance : 
its external part is much fofter, and more 
gelatinous than its internal ; which there- 
fore, although equally tranfparent, may 
be faid to. form a kind of nucleus, and is 
always of much firmer texture.* From 
this found and natural ftate, it is capable. 
of feveral morbid alterations: it is capable 
of being diflolved, or of becoming fluid, 
‘without lofing any thing of its tranfparen- 
cy :} it is capable of being diffolved into 

an 


- 


* If this known difference of confiftence between the ex- 
ternal and internal parts of the cryfialline was duly attended 
to, it would folve many of the appearances in cataraéts which, 
for want of fuch attention, are either not accounted for, or 
_ very abfurdly. Among other phenomena, it would account 
for the very different colour which the different parts of the 
fame cataract frequently bear ; and which has furnithed the 
wildeft conjectures. 


+ It has been fuppofed, as very good anatomifts, that! 
the human cryftalline has fometimes, between its furface and 
its capfula, a fmall quantity of fine pellucid lymph; and 
confequently that there is no immediate connection between 
that, body and its invefting membrane. In many beafts, as 

well 


{ 
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an apparently uniform fluid of a gelatinous 
kind of confiftence, but which will be 
more or lefs opake through the whole ; 
it fometimes becomes opake while it un- 
dergoes a partial kind of diffolution, which 
leaves or renders the different parts of it 
of very different degrees of confiftence ; 
and it now and then, though very rarely, 
becomes opake through its whole fubftance, 
and yet preferves its natural degree of 
firmnefs. * 

Whenever the cryftalline becomes fofter 
than it fhould be, or tends towards fuch 
ftate, it is certainly diftempered, and unfit 
for perfect vifion, whether it be opake or 


not, or whatever its degree of opacity may 
Wor. Ht. N be: 


well as fifhes, this is known to be the cafe; but whether it 
be fo-in the human eye, is not very eafy to be known during 
life ; but that this is the cafe, fometimes from diftemper; I 
have no doubt: I mean, that the whole cryftalline is dif- 
folved into a fluid, ftill preferving its tranfparency. This 
kind of alteration, as I take it, forms what is by fome called 
one {pecies of the gutta ferena ; by others, the black catara&. 


* From this variety of alteration, which the cryftalline is 
capable. of undergoing, proceeds that variety of appearance 
which our anceftors have called fo many different kinds of 
Cataracts. 
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be: but whoever fuppofes that fuch foften- 
ed and opake cryftalline will necefiarily, or 
even frequently, acquire firmnefs, or be- 
come hard by time, is exceedingly mif- 
taken. Opacity, though now and then 
accompanied by what is called induration, 
is no proof of it, nor of any tendency to- 
wards it; fo far from it, that fome of the 
- moft diffolved or fluid cataraGs, and which 
have been fo for the greateft length of 
time, are found full as ppake as the moit 
- firm ones. 

. Whoever has an opportunity - ‘fais 
ing this diftemper, and will embrace it, © 
will find that cataraés which have in a 
length of time gone through ali thofe alte- 
rations of colour, which are faid to indi- 
cate unripenefs, and ripenefs, are often as 
perfectly foft as they ever could have been ; 
and, on the other hand, will fometimes 
find them what is called firm or hard very 
foon after the firft appearance of obfcurity. 
That is, to {peak more truly, as well as 
more properly, the former having been at 
firft diffolved, have remained in the fame © 
ftate of diffolution ; and the latter, having 


te CMEAMRACT. 181 


been at firft only partially foftened, have 
been found in the fame unequal ftate, with 
a firm nucleus.* 
When, therefore, I make ufe of the 
term induration, I do it in compliance 
with the common method of fpeaking; 
and not becaufe I think that it conveys, 
by any means, an adequate idea of the real 
alteration made in the ftate of the eryftal- 
line: far from it; it neither conveys an 
idea of the nature, nor of the extent of 
fuch alteration: with regard to the for- 
mer, the term induration can, with pro- 
priety, be ufed only in oppofition to a 
perfect or general diftempered diffolution ; 
by much the majority of what are called 
firm cataracts, being much lefs firm than 
the fame cryftalline was before fuch alte- 
N2 : ration ; 
* For this there is no poflibility of accounting rationally, 
but by having recourfe to the natural flate of the cryftalline, 
with regard to the different confiftence of its different parts. 
This will account for the alterations to which it is liable 
from time, accident, or diftemper ; this will fhow why there 
is no uniformly and univerfally hard cataraé&t; why, in all 
of them, the fofteft part is always on the furface; why, 
eyen in the hardeft, the central part is always the moft firm ; 


_ and why the external and internal parts of the fame cataraé, 
. are fo often fo different from each other in colour. 
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ration: and with regard to the latter cir- 
cumftance, the extent of the mifchief, it 


own bo ea 
————e 


is fubject to the greateft degree of uncer- _ | 


tainty; being feldom or never an indurati- 
on of.the whole body, but moft frequent- 


ly a firmifh kind of nucleus, of greater or 


lefs fize, contained within more or lefs of 
a gelatinous, or fofter kind of fubftance : 
fo that the nucleus is called firm only in 
oppofition to what envelopes it. 

In fhort, if we would think and {peak 
of this matter as it really is (or as it ap- 


pears to me to be) inftead of ufing the — 


terms foft and hard in oppofition to each 
other, and as implying different effects ei- 
ther of time or of diftemper on the cryftal- 
line, we fhould fay, that diffolution or fof- 


tening, in fome degree, is by much the 


moft common effet: that, except in 
fonie few inftances, where that body re- 
tains its natural firmnefs while it lofes its 
tranfparency, the moft frequent confe- 
quence is a foftening of its texture, either 
partial or total: and that feven times 
in nine, when the cryftalline becomes 
opake, and tends towards forming a cata- 


ract, - 
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raét, it is more or lefs foftened; fome- 
times equally through its whole fubftance, 
- fometimés partially, having a greater. or 
' lefs portion left undiffolved. | 

This undiffolved part, which always 
makes what is called a hard catara@, 
may indeed be called firm in oppofition to 
the fofter, by which it is furrounded ; 
but even this very part is hardly, if ever, 
fo firm as the center of the natural and 
found cryftalline. 

I beg the readet’s dardud for having 
been fomewhat prolix, but the fubject did 
not appear to me to have been properly at- 
_ tended to. 

Tt would be exceedingly pleafant, as 
well as advantageous, if we could, previous 
to an operation, know the true ftate of an 
opake cryftalline: it would enable a fur- 
geon to determine his mode of operating 
with more precifion, and to explain what 
his intention by fuch method was: it 
would give fatisfaction to himfelf as well 
as to ftanders-by; and make that appear 
to be judicious and rational, which, under 
our prefent uncertainty, has often the ap- 

N3 Stet pecan ie 
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pearance of shea, Bh accidental, and doné at 
random. 
_ It is agreed by all, who have carefully 
confidered this fubject, and who are inge- 
nuous enough to fpeak the truth, that the 
mere colour of a cataract furnifhes no 
proof, to be by any means depended upon, © 
relative to its conliftence; and that they 
which appear greyifh, or bluifh, or like 
whey, are fometimes found to be firm and 
refiftent, while the more equally white 
ones are often perfectly {foft. | f 
I do not mean to affert, but merely s 
to propofe, to the confideration of fuch — 
ag may have leifure and opportunity, 
whether when the opake cryftalline is 
quite diffolved, fo as to form a foft ca- 
taract, it is not, at the fame time, fome- 
what enlarged; and whether when fuch 
diffolution does’ not take place, and what 
is called a hard cataract is formed, the ~ 
eryftalline i is not, in fome oj a leffened 
or fhrunk. | ? 
Among the circumftances which have — 
concurred to incline me to be of this — 
opinion, is this; that when the pupil has 
been 
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been obferved to be always in a fate 
‘of dilatation, even when expofed to a 
{trong light, and although capable of*mo- 
tion, yet never to contract in the ufual 
manner, I have moft commonly found 
the cataract to have been foft ; and, on 
the contrary, when the pupil has been ca- 
pable of full and perfect contraction over 
the cataract, I think that it has moft com- 
monly proved firm 5 and this difference 
I have more than once obferved in the dif- 
ferent eyes of the {ame perfon. The 
greater degree of facility with which 
the firm cataract quits its place, and pafles 
thro’ the pupil upon the divifion of the 
cornea, does not leffen the probability 
of this opinion. I could alfo with that 
they who have opportunity would inquire, 
whether the cataracts which have been- 
found perfectly foit, have not, in general, 
become gradually more and more aaake by 
very flow degrees, and, in a length of 
time, the patient feeling little or no pain ; 
and whether the firm ones do not, in ge- 
neral, become haftily opake; and are not 
preceded, or accompanied by fevere, and 
i oe Sa deeply 
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deeply-feated pain in the head,  particu- 
larly in the hinder part of it. 


What has hitherto been faid, as it 


principally regards the theory of the dif- — 


temper, may perhaps be thought to be of 
little importance ; but when the influence 
which thefe opinions may produce, and 
indeed have produced on practice, is con- 
fidered, it will be found to be matter of 
fome confequence: while they are con- 
fined to a furgeon’s imagination only, they 
are not of much confideration ; but when 
they are to regulate his judgement, and 
direct his hand, they become rather feri- 
ous. | ; 
Since the operation of extracting the 


cataract, inftead of depreffing it, has been | 


introduced into practice, and made a kind 
of fafhion, it has been the humour to ex- 
aggerate all the objections to which the 
latter has been faid to be liable; and that 

in 
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in fuch a manner, that they who have not 
had frequent opportunities of feeing bufi- 
nefs of this kind, fall, without reflection, 
into the prevailing opinion; feem to won- 
der, that the operation of couching fhould 
ever have had any fuccefs at all; and at 
the fame time are, from the accounts 
given, inclined to believe, that the ex- 
traction is always fafe, eal, and fuc- 
cefsful. 

The objections which are made againft 
the operation of couching, at leaft thofe 
which have any femblance of truth or 
force, are reducible to four. 

The firft is, that if the cataract be per- 
feétly foft, the operation will not be fuc- 
cefsful, from the impoffibility of accom- 
plifhing the propofed end of it. 

The fecond is, that if it be of the mix- 
ed kind, partly foft, and partly hard, 
it will alfo moft probably fail of fuccefs, 
not only from the impradticability of de- 
prefling the fofter parts, but alfo becaufe 
the more firm ones will either elude the 
point of the needle, and remaining in the 
pofterior chamber, ftill form a cataract ; 

or 
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or getting through the pupil into the an- 
terior chamber, will there bring on pain 
and inflammation, and induce a neceffi- 
ty of dividing the cornea for their dif- 
charge. nae: 

The third is, that if the cataract be of 
the firm, folid kind, and therefore capable 
of being. deprefied, yet, in whatever part 
of the eye it thall happen to be placed, it 
will there remain undiffolved, folid, opake; 
and although removed from the pupil, yet 
prove fome hindrance to perfeé& vifion. 

The fourth objection is, that however 
fuccefsfully the depreflion may have been 
accomplifhed, yet that the operation will 
neceflarily occafion fuch violation and de- 
rangement of the internal parts of the eye, 
as muft caufe very confiderable mifchief. 

Thefe objections, if they have any real 
weight, are of equal force in every {pecies 
of cataract; and therefore are the more 
worthy our attention: fince, if they be ~ 
founded on truth, they render the opera- 
tion unfit for practice; but if they be not, 
mifreprefentation and fafhion fhould never 
induce us to lay afide any means which 

have 
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have been, and ftill may be beneficial to 
mankind. . | | 

The firft and fecond I can from frequent- 
ly repeated experience affirm not to be 
true. I mean that the operation of couch- 
ing will not neceffarily, or even generally 
be unfuccefsful, merely becaufe the cata- 
ra&t fhall happen to be either totally or 
partially foft: on the contrary, although 
thefe ftates will prevent perfect deprefiion, 
yet, by the judicious ufe of the needle, a 
recovery of fight, the true end and aim of 
the operation, will be as certainly and as 
perfectly’ obtained,. as it could have been 
either by depreflion or by extraction in 
the fame fubjeét ; and that generally with- 
out any of the many and great inconveni- 
ences which moft frequently attend the 
latter operation. 

The third objection is {pecious, and 
therefore very generally credited. That it 
never happens I will not take upon me to 
fay, becaufe fo many have afferted it ; 
fome of whom, one would hope, — had 
fome kind of authority for what they have 
fo pofitively affirmed. But on the other 

hand, 
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hand, when we confider how few there are — 


who have written from their own examina- 
tion and experience, and how many who 
have taken for granted, and copied, what 
others have faid before-them, our faith 
will not be quite implicit. Certain I am, 
from repeated experience and examination, 
that this opinion has not that foundation 
in truth which it is generally fuppofed to 
have; and that it has been embraced and 
propagated haftily, and without fufficient 
inquiry and experiment. 

As this fuppofed indiffolubility of the 
opake cryftalline is not only fo principal 
an objection to the operation of couching, 
even when it is capable of being perfectly 
deprefled, as to be faid to overbalance all 
the evils, many and great as they are, 
which frequently attend the extraction ; 
but is alfo fuppofed to be the caufe of the 
failure of fuccefs, ‘when the depreffion of 
the fofter kinds of cataracts is attempted ; 
it may be worth a little ferious examina- 
tion. | 

I fhould be forry to have it thought, 
that I had any predilection or partiality 
| | to 
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to one method of operating more than 
to another; or that I would wifh to give 
to either. any preference, but what its 
fuperior excellence or utility might juftly 
demand; but, on the other hand, I can- 
not poflibly pay regard to any authority, 
hewever otherwife refpectable, when it 
contradicts what I know to be fact. Both 
operations are equally practicable by any 
man who has a hand and-an eye, and is . 
capable of performing either; but it has 
of late years been fo much the humour to 
depreciate the one, and to extol the other, 
that it becomes neceflary to examine the 
fuppofed merits of one, and demerits of 
the other, and to fee whether they be 
drawn from premiffes which are true: 
if one is to be deemed univerfally prefera- 
ble to the other, let the circumftances, on 
which preference is to be founded, be 
drawn from fact, and not from faction ; let 
them be fairly and faithfully inquired into, 
and let fuch inquiry determine. 

In order to affift in one part of this in- 
quiry, I beg leave to lay before the reader 
a few experiments and obfervations which 

I have 
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T have made; or I believe I thall more pro~ 
perly fay, have repeated ; they having 
been often made and obferved, but not 
_ properly inforced or applied.* 

When the opake cryftalline is in a flate 
of difolution, or the cataraét is what is 
called perfectly foft, if the capfula of it be 
freely wounded by the couching-needle, 
the contents will immediately iffue forth, 
and mixing with the aqueous humour, will 
render it more: or lefs turbid: fometimes 
fo much as to conceal the point of the nee- 
dle and the iris of the eye from the ope- 
rator. 


This isa ania which has been i 
obferved by moft operators, and has been 


mentioned by many writers ; but it has al- 
ways been regarded and mentioned as an 
unlucky one, and as being in fome degree 
preventative of fuccefs ; which is fo far 
‘from being the fact, that as far as relates 
to this circumstance merely, all the benefit 


which _ 


* When I fay experiments and obfervations which J | 


| have made and repeated, I would with the reader to under- 
ftand, that I have made them carefully, for the purpofe ; and 
~ fo repeatedly, as to be fatished of their general truth. 
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which can be derived from the moft fuc- 
cefsful depreffion, or extraction, moft fre- 
quently attends it: as I have often and of-~ 
ten feen. : 


? 


The aqueous humour, however turbid 
it may become, will, in a very ‘fhort {pace 
of time, be again perfectly clear ; and if no 
diforder of the capfula of the chryftalline, 
previous, or confequential, prevents, the 
rays of light* will pafs without obftructi- 

on 


* The capfula, or invefting membrane of the cryftalline, 
has very often an unfufpected fhare in the apparent opacity 
of that body ; and i is thereby the caufe of difappointments 
and inconveniences during fome operations, and after others. 
This is a circumftance which, undoubtedly, has been men- 
tioned ; but has not been by any means fufficiently attended 
to. The capfula is capable of becoming white and opake, 
while its contents fhall be clear and tranfparent; it becomes 
fo fometimes by being wounded by the couching-needle, 
ufed either for the depreflion of a firm cataraét, or for the 
letting out a foft one ; and it will not infrequently be found 
fo, after the operation of extraction, When no inftrument 
has touched it. | 

Whenever this happens, it is an unpleafant circumftance ; 
but ftill more fo if it continues for any length of time: I 
have feen it difappear in a week; I have feen it continue 
two, three, or four, and at laft totally difappear; and I 
have feen it continue fo long as to require the re-application 
of the inftrument, When it appears after the depreflion of a 

_ firm 
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on through the pupil, and the patient will 
be reftored to as perfect vifion as could 
have followed the mott fuccefsful operation 
of either, or of any kind in the fame fub- 
ject, and under the fame circumftances. | 
When the cataract is of the mixed kind, 
partly foft, and partly hard, the immedi- 


afe 


firm cryftalline, or after an unfuccefsful attempt to deprefs 
one which has proved not firm enough, it may eafily be, 
and generally is, miftaken for a portion of the cataract rifen 
again; but from which an attentive obferver will always be 
able to diftinguifh it: but when fuch opacity follows what 
is called a fuccefsful extra€tion, in which the cornea only 
was divided ; the capfula not touched by the inftrument, and 
the cataraét came away entire through the pupil, the cafe is 
felf-evident. 

This may truly and properly be called, as it has been by 
Monfeur Houin, Haller, and others, a membranous cata- 
raét, as it confifts merely of the membranous capfula of the 
cryftalline. | 

Writers of credit have nidinGlonal that a catara& may be 
formed almoft inftantaneoufly, by external violence. ‘There 
is no doubt of the fa&t; I have feen it four different times. 

Whether this be not an affection of the capfula merely, I 
much doubt ; or rather am much inclined to fufpeét, that it 
moft frequently is. In three of the four, which have fallen 
under my obfervation, the opacity has gradually difappeared 
after the inflammation, in confequence of the blow, had 
‘gone off ; and the eyes were left as clear as ever. A confe- 
quence which, I think, may be accounted for, by fuppofing 
the opacity in the capfula only ; but cannot, if we fuppofe 
it to be in the corpus cryftallinum itfelf. 
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ate effects of the needle are fomewhat dif- 
ferent; the foft part of the cataract being 
lefs in quantity, as well as génerally lefs 
foft, the aqueous humour is lefs turbid ; 
and the firm part or parts of the cryftalline 
will be very vifible. In this ftate, thefe 
firmer parts will very frequently elude the 
attempts made by the needle to deprefs 
them; and will therefore remain in the 
pofterior chamber. ‘This is alfo reckoned 
among the unfortunate circumftances; but 
although to an operator not aware of, nor 
acquainted with the confequence, it. may 
have all the appearance of being fo, yet it 
really is not; the true end and aim of the 
operation not being thereby neceflarily 
fruftrated.. In this cafe, if the needle has 
been fo ufed as to have wounded the cap- 
fula very flightly, it will fometimes happen, 
that the firm part of the cryftalline will 
remain in its nidus, and ftill form a ca- 
taraé&, which may poffibly require a future 
_ or re-application of the inftrument. This 
is the worft that can happen, and happens 
indeed very feldom; for if the capfula be 
properly wounded, fo that the aqueous 
ay hey 6 oom cag 7 humour 
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humour. be. freely let in, the firm part‘or 
parts, though very vifible at firft, and 
preventing the paflage of light through the 
pupil, will in due time, in fome longer, 
in others, fhorter, gradually diffolve, and — 
at laft totally difappear; leaving the eye 
as fair, as clear, and as fit for vifion as any 
the moft. fuccefsful operation could have 
rendered it;.of which I have feen,and 


exhibited many proofs.* 
, In 


'* The {pace of time which the accomplifhment of fuch 
_ diffolution will require, is very uncertain: I have feen the 
eye perfectly fair and clear within a week after the operation; 
and I have feen it require two months for the diffolution of 
all the opake parts. 

"This has-been obferved by many, even before the nature 
and feat of a catara&t were truly known; among the reft, 
by Read, who, {peaking of one of his own operations, fays.: 

~ <¢ At the end of nine days I vifited my patient, and found 
<¢ both her and her friends highly difcontented ; fo a I 
*€ met with nothing but invedtives, .&c. 

_ ** Within a fortnight after, when art and nature Ehising 
‘« performed their ‘mutual operations, and all the cloudy 
*<'yvapours-and rags of the cataract wefe confumed and dif- 
‘“perfed, her eyes grew clear, and her fight became per- 
<¢ fedt, &c. : 

«© T would have every patient, though after a cataradk be 

«couched, and nine or ten days ‘éxpired, he fee little, ‘or 
‘‘ nothing at all, or that he cannot’endure the light for a 
ss < month or two, or even for a quarter of a year, as I have 
«known 
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In order to render the fa& ftill more 
clear, J have fometimes, when I have 
found the cataract to be of the mixed kind, | 
not attempted depreflion: but have con- 
tented myfelf with a free laceration of the 
capfula; and having turned the needle 
round and round between my finger and 
thumb, within the body of the cryftalline, 
have left all the parts in their natural 
fituation: in which cafes I have hardly 
ever known them fail of diffolving fo en- 
tirely as not to leave the fmalleft veftige 
of a cataract.* In a few inftances, where 

| O 2 | I have 


** known many, not to be difcouraged ; for their fight may, 
** notwithftanding, become well and perfeét, and continue 
“fo ever after. On the other hand, fome come to good 
** and perfect fight within a fortnight or three weeks.” 

Sir W, Reap, Pp. 7+ 


* The operation of extraétion, though faid in general 
to remove the cryftalline intire, and calculated for fuch pur- 
pofe, does not always do fo ; but when the cataract is of the 
mixed kind, does not infrequently leave fome of the firmer 
part behind, which one of the warmeft patrons of the opera- 
tion allows does diffolve and difappear. ‘* Extrahendum, 
“* ftatim poft operationem eft quicquid remanet opaci ope 
** Cochlearis Davielis. Hoc quidem facile fit aliquando, 
*“aliquando vero et imprimis ubi membrana cryftallina non 
*¢ fatis lacerata cochlear in ipfam capfulam lentis, ubi heret 

| ** illud 
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I have had fair opportunity, I have pufhed 
the firm part through the pupil into the 
anterior chamber, where it has always 
gradually and perfectly diffolved and dif- 
appeared, not producing pain or trouble, 


while fuch diffolution was accomplifhing.* 
What 


«< illud opacum corpufculum non admittit, tantis difficulta- 
<‘tibus circumfufum eft, ut quicquid: etiam moliaris extra- 
‘« here illud non poffis, et ne oculum nimis irrites, defiftere 
‘¢ ab opere, et relinquere illud in oculo cogaris. 

“«‘ Neque tamen tunc etiam fpe optimi fucceffus deftitui- 
<¢ mur. Scepe enim obfervavi, opacum illud remanens, five 
“* fit mucus, five fruftulum lentis cryftalline, fenfim, et 
«« fponte, citius vel tardius, penitus difparuifle. An refor- 
«« betur mucus lacteus, an fruftula lentis cryftalline liquefcant 
‘¢ fenfim, et reforbentur, an in fundum oculi fenfim fe prz- 
“* cipitant, dubinm eft. Utrumque tamen fieri credo. Quo- 
‘< ties lactea materia poft depreflam cataractam totum hu- 
‘* morem aqueum opacitate fua et albedine inficiens fenfim 
‘© penitus evanuit ? Quoties pus in oculo hzrens vel fanguis 
‘* infigni quantitate in illum effufus, fenfim reforptus eva- 
‘* nuit? Quoties fruftula lentis cryftalline, poft depreflionem 
‘* cataract, in pupilla reliéta? &c. immo liquefcere alli- 
4 quando et reforberi hc fruftula me ipfum experientia 
‘* docuit, “ke. 
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* I fhould be forry to have it inferred from hence, that I 
would recommend the pafling the opake cryitalline through 
the pupil: far from it; I think it wrong, as it is apt to 
produce one of the moft frequent inconveniences attending 

. the 
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What I have advanced not being matter 
of opinion, but matter of fact capable of 
being inquired into, and proved by any 
who will take the trouble of fo doing, 
I do not defire any man to give credit to it 
upon my mere affertion. But if, upon 
repeated trial and inquiry, it fhould be 
found to be as generally and as frequently 
true by others, as it has been by me, 
may it not fairly be inferred, that what- 
ever other reafons there may be for prefer- 
ring the operation of extraction to that of 
depreflion, or the ufe of the knife to that 
of the needle, yet thofe drawn from the 
fuppofed indiffolubility of the cryftalline 
are by no means conclufive; on the con- 
trary, are very inconclufive. But this 
is by no means all; for if what I alledged 
be true, fome other confequences, not a 
little interefting to the afflicted, will ne-. 
-ceffarily follow. 
Firft, if the foft catara& will, when its 


the operation of extraGtion, an irregularity of the pupil. 1 
_ only meant to prove the fact of diffolution of the cataract in 
fuch fituation; and that it will not caufe that pain and 
trouble which it is fo pofitively faid to do. 


03 capfula 
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capfula is properly wounded, mix with 
the aqueous humour, and undergo fuch a 
perfect diffolution, and abforption, as to 
leave the eye fair, clear, and fit for vifion, 
and which I have fo often proved, that I 
have not the fmalleft doubt about it; it 
will then follow, that the foftnefs of a 
cataract is fo far from being an unlucky 
circumftance, that it is rather a fortunate 
one; as it enables the patient to receive 
more early affiftance; and that from an 
operation attended with lefs pain, and a 
lefs violation of parts, than a firmer one 
- would necefflarily require. 

Secondly, When the cataract is of the 
mixed kind, and which -therefore fre- 
quently foils all the attempts toward de- 
preflion, the firmer parts may very fafely 
be left for diffolution’; and vifion be there- 
by reftored. 

And, Thirdly, when the cataract fhall 
happen to be of the firmer kind, and 
during an unfuccefsful attempt to sco, 
get through the pupil behind the cornea, 
difappointment will be fo far from being 
the confequence, that if no other injury 

has 
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has been done to the parts’ within, than 
what fuch :attempt neceffarily required; 
the difplaced. cryftalline | will gradually 
diffolve and» difappear and the patient - 
will fee as well as any: operation rib 
have enabled him to have done. 3 
1 may perhaps be toldy that what [ 
have hitherto alledged only'tends to prove, 
that both the foft and mixed cataract, 
when mixed. with the aqueous humour 
by the laceration of ‘the -capfula, wall 
diffolve ; but that the 'firm one’ will not; 
and therefore muft remain, mer pla~ 
ced, a folid epake body. 

To which I anfwer, in the frft thea: 
that if what has been {aid relative to the 
foft, and to the mixed cataract be true, 
I cannot help thinking it to be very ad- 
vantageous. In the fecond place, that 
the opinion concerning the indiffolubility 

of the difplaced cryftalline has, I think, 
been taken up, and propagated, without 
proper authority from inquiry and ex peri- 
ment, fairly and deliberately made, and 
ftands merely on a few accidental obferva- 
tions, which are by no means fatisfactery. 
O 4 And, 
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And, in the third place, that, as far as 
my own inquiry and obfervation go, I 
am fatisfred, that it does diffolve where- 
ver placed, provided it be perfectly freed 
from its attachment in its natural ni- 
dus. * | | 

Both men and books talk of firm, hard, 
intire, uniform cataracts, as if they were 
as much fo as what are found in the eye of 
a boiled fifth. Whence they borrow this 
idea, I know not, unlefs it be from 
boiled fifth; certain I am that it is not 
from nature. 

Let any man examine the moft firm, 
opake. cryftalline, taken from the eye of a 
living perfon, and which, from its firm- 


nefs, pafled out through the pupil and the 


* While I was preparing thefe fheets for the prefs, an old 
man was taken into St. Bartholomew’s, who had a cataract 
in one eye, and had, by fome accident, loft the fight of the 
other. I couched him; the cataract was as firm as I had 
ever felt any, and went down as eafily, as immediately, 
and as intirely as poffible. Three days after the operation, 
he was feized with fo bad a fmall-pox, that he died on the 
eleventh, and the next day I took his eye home and examin- 
edit. The cataraé lay juft below and behind the uvea, to- 
ward the external canthus. It was become f{mall, irregular, 
and manifeftly in a flate of diffolytion. 


divided 
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divided cornea with the greateft facility ; 
he will generally find it to be in figure, 
fize, and confiftence, exceedingly unlike 
either to the natural and found cryftalline, 
or to one rendered opake by heat; and he 
will alfo find, that fuch alteration of fhape 
and fize is owing to a partial diffolution of 
its furface, particularly its anterior one ; 
in fhort, if he will examine it carefully, 
and without prejudice, he will fee, that 
what he calls an intire, farm cataract, 
is moft frequently little more than the nu- 
cleus of an opake cryftalline. 

If a man might be allowed to argue in a 
cafe of this kind, a priori, he might very 
reafonably afk, why fhould the corpus 
cryftallinum, which; although opake, is, 
while in its natural fituation, and envelo- 
ped in its proper capfula, fo prone to dif-. 
folve, as we muft know that it is, be fup- 
pofed to be as prone to induration, 1m- 
mediately upon being removed from its 
place. i 

The moft ftrenuous advocates for ex- 
traction cannot help allowing, that .a 
portion or portions of a firm cataract, 


which 
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which they have been obliged to leave be- 
hind in the operation, diflolve and difap- 
pear in due time: it is, indeed, a fat not 
to be contradiéted: but the fame people 
fay, that the intire cataraé will not. 
What idea they, who argue thus, have 
of an intire cataract, I know not; they 
may poflibly conceive it to be depreffed, 
ftill remaining enveloped in a firm capfula, 
and therefore to remain indiffoluble: but 
if they would reflect on the extreme fine- 
nefs of the capfular membrane; on the 
neceflary action of the couching-needle, 
when applied to it; .and_on the different 
confiftence of the different parts of every, 
even the moft. opake and. firm cataract, 
they muft fee that it is a portion only of 
any cataract, however firm, which can in 

general be depreffed. . 
One of the arguments, made in of 
by fome of the late writers, in favour 
of extraction, is, that as the cryftalline 
muft be deftroyed, it had better be re- 
moved. Now how can it be faid to be 
deftroyed, if it be only difplaced, and 
remain indiffoluble ? Let them take which 
fide 
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fide of this argument they pleafe, they 
muft be wrong: for, if the difeafed cry- 
ftalline remain, though deprefied, a folid 
‘body within the eye, how can it be faid to 
be deftroyed? and, on the other hand, if 
it be deftroyed in the operation of couch- 
ing, it muft be by diffolution; and there- 
fore cannet remain. 

The laft objection to the fe of 
couching is, that it muit neceflarily de- 
range and violate the internal parts of 
the eye, particularly the vitreous hu- 
mour. | 

If what I have fai on ha fubject of the 
perfectly foft cataract, as well as on that 
which is partially fo, be true, the greateft 
part, if not the whole of this objection, 
will ceafe, with regard to thefe two: and 
it will be principally, if not totally, con- 
fined to that which is called firm and hard, 
and which, by its refiftance to the inftru- 
ment, will admit of being placed in the 
inferior part of the eye. 

In the performance of this operation, 
the needle may certainly be fo ufed, as to 
do confiderable mifchief; but then it muft 

be 
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be from the unfkilfulnefs or aukwardnefs 
of the operator; and which may be the 
cafe of every operation in furgery. But is 
an operation juftly chargeable with ills, de- 


ducible merely from its having been ill ex- _ 


ecuted ? I hope not. 

I am very fenfible, that much mifchief 
has been done by attempts to couch; but, 
in the firft place, they have almoft always 
been the confequence of want of judgment, 
or want of dexterity in the operator ; and, 
in the next place, even under the moft 
exaggerated reprefentations, they are by 
no means equal to what has frequently 
been the confequence of attempts to ex- 
tract. 

It may poflibly be fuppofed, that I have 
conceived a prejudice againft the operation 
of extraction. Of this I am not confci- 
ous. I have fought and embraced every 
opportunity which a publick hofpital, and 
many years practice have afforded me of 
operating in both ways, and of comparing 
the confequences. I have feen many of 
the patients of others, not only of the 


gentlemen of the profeffion, but of moft 
: of 
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of the itinerant operators ; and am thereby 
convinced, that the greateft part of the 
objections to the operation of couching are 


invalid; have not been the refult of un- 


prejudiced experience, or a candid regard 
for truth; that only the fair and profpe- 

rous fide of the queftion, regarding the 
operation of extraction, has been induftri- 
oufly exhibited, while its manifold failures 
and ill-confequences have been as induttri- 
oufly concealed; and that upon a fair de- 
tail and comparifon of all the advantages 
and difadvantages, conveniences and in- 
conveniences attending each, the prefe- 
rence will be found juftly due to the 
needle. 

Inconveniences and ciophbnttnens they 
are both too liable to: I heartily with they 
were not: but, from the moft cool and 
candid attention to fact, I am convin- 
ced, that the former are much greater, 
and the latter much more frequent, in 
_ the operation of extraction, than in that 
of depreffion, executed with the fame de~- 
gree of judgment. 
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"N thefe, as in the preceding remarks 
on the cataract, I do not mean to enter 
into a circumftantial hiftory of the 
difeafe, but merely to offer a few practical 
-obfervations on fuch parts of the doctrine 
concerning it, as appear to me to have 
been either inadvertently or ue 


delivered. 
The 
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The polypus is a complaint which: is; | 
always troublefome, frequently painful, 
and fometimes hazardous; the firft of thefe 
is, the neceflary confequence of the fituation 
of the diftemper ; the fecond arifes from: 
its peculiar nature in the individual ; and 
the lait, fometimes from its particular na- 
ture, and fometimes from the manner in 
which it may have been treated. 

Writers tell us, and very truly, that it . 
is a difeafe of the membrana pituitaria 
narium ; that it has different feats, origins, 
and attachments ; that it {prings from the 
ethmoid bone, from the offa fpongiofa, 
from the feptum narium, and even from 
the antra maxillaria: that it is hard or foft, 
pale or deep red, or fometimes purple ; 
that it is equal in its furface or unequal, 
large or fmall, moveable or fixed, fingle 
or multiform, painful or indolent ; that it 
makes its appearance forward in the no- 
ftrils, or backwards in the fauces behind 
the uvula; and that it may be ftrumous, 
venereal, or cancerous. When they have 
given us thefe general, and merely defini- 
tive defcriptions, they immediately proceed - 

ra to 


-_ 
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to the chirurgic treatment, or method of 
cure; which, they tell us, is either by 
extraction, or the ufe of efcharotics, to 
which fome have added ligature: they 
then give a general defcription of the 
manner of ufing the forceps, of applying 
efcharotics, or of pafling the ftring round 
it; and having provided {typtics for the 


fuppreffion of haemorrhage, they leave 


every thing elfe to the reader’s imagination, 
and to the prattitioner’s choice and judg- 
ment. | 

From thefe accounts, thofe who have. 
not had much opportunity of feeing for 
themfelves, and who are thereby under a 
fort of neceflity of forming their opinions, 


and regulating their practice by books, are 


induced to believe that, except in fome 
few particular inftances, where the dif- 
temper is palpably cancerous, all others 
are equally objects of chirurgic treatment ; 
and therefore, that if, in the firft inftance, 
they can Jay hold of the polypus with the 
forceps, and in the fecond, can provide 
againft the hemorrhage, which they have 
Vou. III. P heard 
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heard fo much of, they fhall have nothing, 
elfe to do or to fear. 

To me I muft acknowledge the matter 
appears very differently. I, cannot help. 
thinking, that there are many polypi,. 
which, although they are neither {cirrhous 
nor cancerous, are very unfit for any chi- 
rurgic treatment whatever ; ; and that from 
ey circumitances : which circumftances 
may actin different manners, though equal- 
ly prohibitory: they may forbid an attempt. 
merely from the impoffibility of its being. 
fuccefsful ; or they may forbid it, becaufe 
it is more likely to do harm than good ; 
more likely to exafperate the difeafe than 
cure it; to increafe the misfortune, than 
than to lefien it. | 

The diftinétive marks of the diftemper, 
as laid down by writers, are, in general, 
juft and true; but they only teach a young 
practitioner to know the difeafe when he 
may fee it; they give him no warning of | 
the Einet er he may incur by attacking it. 
unguardedly ; ; nor inform him of a very, 
ferious truth, viz. that this is a fort of ; 

a, Cane 
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cafe, in which, when real mifchief has 
been done, it is fometimes without remedy. 

As far as my experience and obfervation 
go, the polypi which begin with, or are 
preceded by confiderable or frequent pain 
in the forehead and upper part of the nofe, 
and which; as foon as they can be feen, 
are either highly red, or of a dark purple 
colour ; they, which from the time of 
their being firft noticed, have never been 
obferved to be fometimes bigger, fome- 
times lefs, but have conftantly rather in= 
creafed; they in which the common a¢tions | 
of coughing, f{neezing, and blowing the 
nofe, give pain, or ‘produce a very dif- 
agreeable fenfation in the noftril and fore- 
head; they which, when within reach, 
are. rth to the touch, or which, upon 
being lightly touched, are apt to bleed; 
they which feem to be fixed and not move- 
able by the aétion of blowing the nofe, or. 
of deriving the air through the affected 
noftril only (where the polypus is only on 
one fide;) they which are incompreffibly 
hard, and which, when prefled, occafion 
pain in the corner of the eye, and in the 

Pia forehead, 
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forehead, and which, if they fhed any 
thing, fhed blood; they which, by ad- 
hefion, occupy a very confiderable fpace, 
and feem to confift of a thickening, or of 
an inlargement of all the membrane cover- 
ing the feptum narium ; they which fome- 
times fhed an ichorous, oftenfive, dif- 
coloured ditcharge ; and they round whofe 
lower part, within the nofe, a probe cannot 
eafily-and freely be pafled, and that to fome 
height, ought not to be attempted, at leaft. 
by the forceps, nor indeed by any other 


means with which I have the good fortune a 


to be acquainted; and this for reafons 
obvioufly deducible from the nature and 
circumftances of the polypus. On the 
one hand, the very large extent and quan- 
tity of adhefion will render extirpation 
impracticable, even if the difeafe could be | 
comprehended within the forceps, - which 
it very frequently cannot ; and on the other, 
the malign nature of the diftemper may 
render all partial removal, all unfuccefsful 
attacks on it, and indeed any degree of 
irritation, productive of the moft difagree- 
able confequences. bias 

: But 
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But the polypi which are of a palith or 
greyifh light brown colour, or look like a 
membrane juft going to be floughy; they 
which are feldom or never painful, nor 
become fo upon being preffed; they which 
have appeared to be at one time larger, at 
another lefs, as the air has happened to be 
moift or dry ; they which afcend and de- 
fcend freely by the action of refpiration 
through the nofe; they which the patient 
can make to defcend by ftopping the noftril 
which is free, or even moft free, and then 
deriving the air through that which the 
polypus poffeffes ; they which when prefled 
give no pain, eafily yield to fuch prefiure, 
become flat thereby, and diftil a clear 
lymph ; and they, round whofe lower and 
vifible part a probe can eafily, and that to 
fome height, be pafled, are fair and fit for 
extraction ; the polypus, in thefe circum- 
ftances, frequently coming away intire ; 
or if it does not, yet it is removeable 
without pain, hemorrhage, or hazard of 
any kind; the fecond of which circum- 
flances I can with ftrict truth affirm, I. 

haa: never 
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never yet met with when the difeafe was 
at all fit for the operation.* 

Of the benign kind of polypus, fit for 
extraction, there are two forts, whofe 
principal difference from each other con- 
fifts in their different origin or attach- 
ment: that which is moft freely movea- 
ble within the noftril, upon forcible ref- 
piration; which has been found to be moft 
liable to change of fize, at different times 
and feafons; that which has increafed the 
moft in the fame fpace of time; that 


which feems moft limpid, and = moft 
freely 


* They, who are affeéted with this fort of polypus, 
generally complain, and that for a confiderable time before 
the polypus becomes vifible, that they are perpetually 
catching cold, more efpecially in moift or wet weather ; 
though they feldom have any other fymptoms of fuch colds 
than the floppage in and difcharge from the nofe ; they alfo 
always complain, that thefe colds always deprive them of 
the fenfe of {melling. In moift weather, or in a fudden 
change from dry to wet, they are alfo fabject to frequent fits 
of {neezing ; and when the relaxed membrane is moit affected, 
to very confiderable difcharge of thin mucus from the affected 
noftril. Nor do I remember ever to have feen a polypus of 
this kind, which was not immediately fubje& to a change, 
upon the fudden alteration of the atmofphere, from dry to 
moift; thatis, they always become longer, fall down lower, 
and look fuller and paler, and generally deprive the patient 
ef all power of {melling. 
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ively yields lymph upon prefture, has 
its origin moft commonly by a ftalk or 
kind of peduncle, which is very {mall, 
compared to the fize of the polypus : 
while that, which although plainly move- 
able, is ftill ‘confiderably lefs fo than the 
other ; which has been lefs liable to altera- 
fon “fidtn air and feafons; and has-been 
rather flow in arriving at a very trouble- 
fome fize, is moft frequently : an elongation 
of the riembrane covering one of the offa 
{pongiofa: they are both capable of being 
extracted, and that with no kind of hazard, 
with very little pain, and hardly any. he- 
morrhage at all; but the former requires 
the leat force, and mott fr equently comes 
away intire ; while the latter often breaks, 
comes away piece-meal, and ftands in need 
of the repeated ufe of the forceps. 

From the preceding obfervations a few 
practical inferences may be drawn, fuch as 
the following : 

Firt, ‘That the polypi, Bae: the firtt 
defcription, very rarely, if ever, admit 
an attempt toward extraction ; and that 
not merely from the improbability of its 

P 4 being 
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being attended with fuccefs, but. becaufe 
fuch attempt may be the caufe of very, dif- 
agreeable confequences. 

Second, That in thofe which do et 
an operation, or the ufe of the forceps, 
the degree of fuccefs will depend princi- 
pally upon two circumftances, _ viz. the 
benignity of the difeafe, and the degree _ 
and quantity of attachment ; for although 
the nature of the complaint may be per- 
feétly benign, yet it may happen, that a 
cure may not be attainable, and that 
merely from the degree and kind of at- 
tachment. And, 

Third, That the hemorrhage fo much 
talked of, fo folicitoufly guarded againtt 
by writers, and fo much dreaded by young 
practitioners, will not often, if ever, be 
met with, in fuch cafes as fairly and pro- 
perly admit the operation. 

.. The polypus is a difeafe which, of all 
others, is faid to be moft difficult totally 
and perfeétly to eradicate, and moft liable 
to reproduction. This is, in fome degree, 
true. It is difficult, in many inftances, 
to extirpate it totally, and it does often 
grow 
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grow again,. more efpecially that fort 
which {prings from the offa {pdngiofa ; 
but yet, that is not fo often the cafe as 
it is fuppofed to be. It not infrequently 
happens, that there are, at the fame time, 
‘two, three, or more different polypi, each 
of which is perfe@ly diftinc& from the o- 
thers and has a feparable diftin@. attach- 
ment. When this is the cafe, the loweft 
er moft anterior, having the open noftril 
before it, cafily makes its way down, 
uncompreffed ; while the other, or. o- 
thers, are not only kept up, and. out 
of fight, but are alfo confiderably com- 

preffed. | | 
When the one, which was within fight 
and reach, has been removed, the next 
_ falls downward, and foon becomes vifible; 
if it was large and lax, and merely kept up 
by what lay before it, it is often to be feen 
immediately; but if it was fmall, it may be 
out of fight, and can only be fufpected by 
the paflage of air through the noftril not 
being free, although the polypus which 
was removed, came away perfect’and in- 
tire; and when it does appear, it pafles 
for 
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for a reproduction from the old ftem, 
though it is really another and perfectly 
diftint polypus, of which the intire ftate 
of the invefting membrane, and the fepa- 
ration of the polypus from its fingle point of 
attachment, will, upon careful examinati- 
on, appear irrefragable proofs. | 

It may perhaps be remarked that, in what 
I have offered concerning this diftemper, I 
have confined myfelf merely to the opera- 
tion of extraction only ; and have faid no- 
thing concerning the various methods and 
means which have been propofed for its 
deftruction. 

I am very fenfible that many of our 
books are furnifhed with relations of at- 
tempts made by efcharotics, and by a kind 
of medicated fetons, fome of which have 
been faid to be fuccefsful. If I had ever 
found them fo, I fhould have been glad to 
have related it, but I cannot fay that I 
have; on the contrary, all that I have 
done of this kind, or have feen done by o- 
thers, has ferved more and more to deter 
me from practifing it again. When the 
polypus is loofe, and fairly circumftanced 
for extraction, it is not only the beft me- 
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thod of cure, but is always advifeable, and 
very frequently fuccefsful ; but when from 
immobility, largenefs of attachment, ma- 
lignity of nature, or from any ther caufe, 
it becomes unfit for the ufe of the forceps, 
it is always, as far as I have been able to 
obferve, ftill more unfit for cauftics nor 
indeed do I remember a fingle cafe, which 
has been fo ciréumftanced as to render the 
ufe of the forceps abfolutely unadvifeable, 
where the application of efcharotics would 
not have been much more fo, as experi- 
ment, in fome of them, has fatally proved. 
The ftruture and irritability of parts with- 
in the nofe, and the impoffibility of con- 
fining the application or limiting the ef- 
fects of cauftic medicines in fuch a part, in 
whatever manner or form applied, are pal- 
pable objections 4 priori ; and the very dif- 
agreeable confequences which have been 
often found to follow from the inflamma- 
tion and irritation of what it was impoffi- 
ble totally to deftroy, have been too ferious 
to’ betirclited FP i 

. #.. 4 Be 


* The method by ligature, whether of filk or wire, is not, 


attended with the inconveniences of the cauftic, and is cer- 
tainly praGicable in fome inftances ; but, as far as I have 
feen 
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The polypus fometimes, inftead of fall- 
ing down the noftril, makes its appearance 
backward in the fauces behind the uvula, 
in which cafe, the general method is, to 
extract it by introducing the inftrument 
into the mouth inftead of by the nofe. 

This, though fometimes practicable, is 
much more eafily defcribed than executed ; 
and in fome people will be found abfo- 
lutely impracticable. The objection arifes 
from the great difficulty of keeping the 
tongue down in fome, and in others from 
their incapability of permitting any thing 
to touch the root of that part, or any part 
of the fauces, without immediately pro- 
ducing a {fpafm: to which might be added 
that, in fome cafes, the polypus is fo ex- 
panded as almoft to conceal the uvula, 
which is therefore liable to be laid hold of 
by the inftrument, to the no {mall detri- 
ment of the patient. | 

| However 


feen of it, is by no means equal to that by the forceps, ei- 
ther for its general utility, or its capacity of perfeétly eradi- 
cating the excrefcence, I know fome ingenious practitio- 
ners, who approve of it; but I cannot fay, from what has 
come within my knowledge, that it appears to me in fo re- 
commendable a light. 
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However large, pendulous, or expanded 
fuch polypus may be, its attachment always 
is and muft be within the cavity of the 
nofe, and therefore always within. the 
reach of a pair of forceps introduced that 
way, efpecially if the forceps be fomewhat 
curved: and which, when the excrefcence 
appears behind the uvula, will have one 
advantage fuperior to what it has when the 
polypus appears in the nofe, which is, 
that it will be applied much nearer to the 
point of attachment, and therefore moft 
likely to extirpate it perfectly. 

I cannot leave this fubject without cau~ 
tioning the young practitioner to be ex- 
ceedingly careful in examining and i inqui- 
ring into all the circumftances previous to 
his undertaking a cure, left he fhould find, 
too late, that he has gone too far to recede. 

For want of fuch caution, I have feen 
hemorrhages which have been frightful, 
and inflammations which have proved fatal. 
Ihave feen a cafe, wherein an untoward- 
looking polypus, and which ought not to 
have been meddled with, has been fo at- 
tached to a diftempered feptum nafi, that 

ate 
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it has come away with it: I have feen the 
fame thing happen with regard to almoft 
the whole of the offa palati: and I have 
more than once known a polypofe thicken- 
ing of the’ membrane covering the offa 
fpongiofa, and‘ feptum’nafi,; which, in all 
; probability,, would have remained quiet a 
great length of time, fo irritated by rough 
treatment; and fuccefslefs attempts, as to 
render the remainder of the patient’s life 
truly miferable to himfelf; and offenfive 
to others. 
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DY AMAZINI had written a book dé: 
f% » morbis artificum; the Colic of: 
Poictou is a well- known diftemper ; . 
and every body is acquainted with the dif- 
orders to which’ painters, plummers, gla- 
ziers, and. the workers in white lead, are 
liable: but there is a difeafe as peculiar to 
a certain fet of people, which has not, at 
leaft. to. my. knowledge, been publickly 
noticed ; I:mean the chimney-{weepers’ 
cancer. 


It is.a difeafe which always makes its 
firft attack. on, and its firft appearance in- 
the inferior part of the fcrotum ; where it» 

produces 
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produces a fuperficial, painful, ragged, 
ill-looking fore, with hard and _ rifing 
edges: the trade call it the foot-wart. I 
never faw it under the age of puberty, 
which is, I fuppofe, one reafon why it is 
generally taken, both by patient and fur- 
geon, for venereal, and being treated with 
mercurials, is thereby foon and much ex- 
afperated: in no great length of time, it 
pervades the fkin, dartos, and membranes 
of the fcrotum, and feizes the teiticle, 
which it inlarges, hardens, and renders 
truly and thoroughly diftempered; from 
whence it makes. its way up the {permatic 
procefs into the abdomen, moft frequently 
indurating and {poiling the inguinal glands : 
when arrived within the abdomen, it affects 
fome of the vifcera, and then. very foon 
becomes painfully deftructive. . 

The fate of thefe people feems fingularly _ 
hard: in their early infancy, they are moft . 
frequently treated with great brutality, and ~ 
almoft ftarved with cold and hunger; they 
are thrutt up narrow, and fometimes hot 
chimnies, where they are bruifed, burned, 
and almoft fuffocated; and when they get 

to 
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to puberty, become peculiarly liable to a. 
moft noifome, painful, aid fatal difeafe. 
Of this laft circumftance there is not 
the leaft doubt, though perhaps it may 
not have been fufficiently attended to, 
to make it generally known. Other people | 
have cancers of the fame parts; and fo 
have others, befide lead-workers, the 
Poitou colic, and the confequent paralyfis ; 
but it-is neverthelefs a difeafe to which 
they are peculiarly liable; and fo are 
chimney-fweepers to the canoer of the 
{crotum and tefticles. 
If there be any chance of settins a ftop 
to, or preventing this mifchief, it muft be 
by the immediate removal of the part af- 
fected; I mean that part of the fcrotum 
where the fore is; for if it be fuffered to 
remain until the virus has feized the tefti- 
cle, it is generally too late even for gaftra-_ 
tion. I have many times made the ex- 
periment ; but though the fores, after 
fuch operation, have, in fome inftances, 
healed kindly, and the patients have gone 
from the hofpital feemingly well, yet, in 
the {pace of a few months, it has generally 
Vou. III. Q_ hap- 
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happened, that they have returned either 
with the fame difeafe in the other tefticle, 
or in the glands of the groin, or with fuch 
wan complections, fuch pale, leaden coun- 
tenances, fuch a total lofs of ftrength, and 
fuch frequent and: acute internal pains, -as 
have fufficiently proved a difeafed ftate of 
fome of the vifcera, and which have foon 
-been followed by a painful death. 

If extirpation ever bids fair for.the cure 
of a cancer, it feems to-be in this cafe; 
but then the operation fhould be immedi- 
ate, and before the habit is tainted. The 
~‘difeafe, in thefe people, feems to derive its 
‘origin from a lodgment of foot in the ruge 
‘of the fcrotum, and at firft not to bea 
*difeafe of the habit. In ‘other cafes of a 
‘cancerous’ nature, in» which the-habit is 
too ‘frequently concerned, we- have not 
often: fo fair a profpeét of fuccefs by the 
‘removal of the diftempered part; and are 
obliged to be content with means, which 
I with I could fay were truly palliative : 
but here the fubjects are young, in general 
in good health, at leaft at firft; the difeafe — 
brought on them by their occupation, and 
in 
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in all probability local; which laft cir- 
cumitance may, I think, be fairly pre- 
fumed from its-always feizing the fame 
part: all this makes it (at firft) a very dif- 
ferent cafe from a cancer which appears in © 
an elderly man, whofe fluids are become 
acrimonious from time, as well as other 
caufes; or from the fame kind of com- 
plaint in women who have ceafed ta men- 
ftruate. But be all this as it may, the 
{crotum is no vital organ, nor can the lofs 
of a part of it ever be attended with any, 
the {malleft degree of inconvenience ; and 
if a life can be preferved by the removal of 
all that portion that is diftempered, it will 
be a very good and eafy compofition ; for 
when the difeafe has got head, it is rapid 
-in its progrefs, painful in all its attacks, 
and moft certainly deftructive in its event, 
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Difeafes of the Omentum, particularly 


Omental Hernia. 


“HOAHE general doétrine regarding thele, 
is, that although they are fome- 
times troublefome, from their 
weight and fize, yet the omentum being 
infenfible, and very little, if at all ne- 
Q3- - ceffary 
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ceflary to vitality, they do not call for 
our immediate affiftance, and never en- 
danger the patient’s life. | 
That omental ruptures are not attended 
with thofe immediately-hazardous circum- 
ftances, which neceflarily accompany in- 
teftinal ones, is a truth beyond all doubt; — 
but that difeafes of the omentum are of 
little confequence, or that this kind of 
rupture is fo harmlefs, as never to bring 
the life of the patient into danger, and 
to prove pofitively, as well as eventually 
fatal, is‘a pofition which is by no means 
true. Nites 
Inteftinal ruptures are primarily and ori- 
ginally hazardous, and this hazard arifes 
as well from the firucture, as from the 
functions of the parts concerned. The 
tender membranes of the inteftines are 
very little able to bear any confiderable 
degree of inflammation; and neither di- 
geftion of the food, propulfion of ‘the 
chyle into, and through the la¢teals, nor 
expulfion of the feces from the large guts 
(offices abfolutely neceffary to the very ex- 
iftence of the animal) canbe executed; 
. 3 while 
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while fuch ftri@ure is made on any part of 
the inteftinal canal, as either hinders its 
natural motion, or renders its tube imper- 
vious; confequently, whenever this hap- 
pens, from whatever caufe, the patient is 
immediately difordered, and brought into 
a {tate of hazard. 

The omentum is not indeed fo liable to 
injury, either from its ftructure, or from 
its office; the diflodgment of it from its 
natural fituation within the, belly,. or its 
engagement in a itricture, feldom produce 
any immediate, or very prefling fymptoms ; 
and therefore its confinement within a her- 
nial fac, has feldom been regarded as a 
matter of importance, Taken in a general 
fenfe, it certainly is not. The difplace- 
ment of a mere portion of caul, from its 
natural fituation, and the detention of it in 
the groin or fcrotum, will not, in general, 
occafion any fuch interruption in any of 
the functions of the animal, or fo diforder 
its internal economy, as to produce a con- 
fiderable degree of pain, or hazard : but 
whoever from thence concludes, that o- 
penta) ruptures are abfolutely void of dan- 
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ger, will find himfelf much deceived: 4 


more attentive obfervation of the difeafe, 
and of its effects, will inform him, that 
very confiderable mifchief fometimes at- 
tends them; and that the ill confequences 
of neglect or mifmanagement, though 5 per- 
haps lefs frequent, and lefs tepid, are not 
lefs real: 

The ills which may attend omental 
herniz; are of two kinds: one of which 
is primary or original, proceeds from 
“the part which firft formed the rupture, 


and is confined to it, independent of any 


other; the other is fecondary, or an acci- 
_ dental confequence, flowing indeed from 
the fame original malady, but. affecting 
other parts alfo. 

. The omentum is liable to inflammation, 
fuppuration, gangrene, mortification, and 
{cirrhus, while in its natural fituation 


within the cavity of the belly; and each 


of thefe ftates is often the real, though 
moit commonly unfufpected caufe of very 
alarming fymptoms, and not infrequently 
of death. It is not only liable to the fame 
morbid alterations, when thruft forth from 


the 


e 
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the cavity into a hernial fac, but the neg- 
le& or mifmanagement of it, when there, 
is productive of thefe and other evils, 
which, for want of a proper attention, 
have cither been totally overlooked, or 
fet to the account of other caufes. Vio- 
lent or continued preffure on it has pro- 
duced inflammation with all its confe- 
quences; has brought on fever of a very 
bad kind, fuppuration, flough, and fpha- 
celus; long confinement of it within a 
hernial fac has occafioned fuch other al- 
teration in its form and texture, as to ren- 
der it truly a difeafed body, and to produce 
many inconveniences from fuch its morbid 
ftate; and an undue or interrupted circu- 
lation through it, by means of ftricture, 
occafions, fometimes, fuch a collection of 
extravafated fluid in the fac, as to render 
it a neceflary object of a furgeon’s attenti- 
on; not to mention that the dragging 
down a larger portion of the caul into 
the fcrotum, proves fometimes more than 
merely difagreeable, by reafon of its con- 

neétion with the abdominal vifcera. 
Thefe are ills which arife from omen- 
tal 
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tal. ruptures primarily, and are dependan 
upon the nature of the difeafe, confidered 
abftractedly, without any view to or con- 
nection with any other. But there is an- 
other which, .although it may be called 
fecondary, or be pibstfidessl as a confe- 
quence, is both, vias and hazard- 
ous. 

When a isis of the PRR RESO: 
forming a hernial fac, has. been thruft 
quite down into, the fcrotum, I believe 
I may venture to affirm (notwithftand- 
ing. what may have been faid to. the 
contrary) that it feldom or never returns 
back, into the abdomen again, but be- 
comes immediately, and wholly, con-. 
nected with the cellular membrane in- 
vefting the fpermatic veffels ; fo that 
whoever has once had: fuch fac fo pro- 
truded, can never have any fecurity a- 
gainft the difeafe called a rupture, but 
pate is derived from fuch means as may 
tender the entrance into that bag too 
{mall to permit any thing to pafs from 
one cavity into the other. Upon this 
PRGA ls and on this only, ftands the 

utility, 
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utility, and indeed the neceflity; of truf- 
fes and fuch kinds of bandages. By thefe 
in infants, and in young fubjects, fuch a. 
coar@tation or leflening of the entrance 
into the fac is produced, that a firm and 
permanent cure is often obtained; but in 
the majority of adults, and in all people 
. far advanced in life, fuch effect is not to 
be expected. ~ It does indeed happen ‘to 
fome few, but it is to be regarded as an 

accidental benefit ; and the bandage being 
_ the only means whereby a defcent can be 
prevented, it ought to be eaabanthy and 
 unremittingly worn. 

Whoever has a juft idea of an beriial 
fac, ‘muft be convinced, that while a 
body, or fubftance of any kind, poffef- 
fes that part of it which, communicates 
immediately’ with the belly, . fuch_ paf- 
fage can never be clofed: .and, con- 
fequently, that the one point in which 
even the palliative cure of q rupture con- 
fifts can never be,accomplifhed. 

A portion of omentum, although it 
be compreffible, foft, and flippery, will, 
while it remains in fuch paflage, keep 

' if 
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) it as conftantly and as certainly open, 
as any other body whatever; and from 
the very circumftances of its being foft, 
flippery, and compreffible, will ftill more 
eafily let any other body pafs by it: a por- 
tion of the inteftinal canal is frequently — 
preffed againft the mouth of this fac, and 
that with confiderable force; the orifice — 
being open, and the omentum affording 
but little refiftance, the faid portion is of- 
ten pufhed into the bag, and by this means 
a new, and ftill more interefting and ha- 
zardous complaint, is added to the old 
one. Es 

This happens much more frequently 
than it is fuppofed to do: and is, in the 
nature of things, fo probable, that no 
perfon who has an omental rupture, can, 
for any the fhorteft fpace of time, be faid 
to be fecure againft the defcent of a por- 
tion of inteftine ; «and confequently is 
always liable to every kind and degree of | 
hazard attending an inteftinal one. 


\ 


CASE 
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CoG dary Biorcvle 


Gentleman, about forty-three years 
old, had, for fome time, been fub- 
a je& to a rupture of the omental kind, 
which came down when he was in an erect 
pofture, and went up with great eafe when 
he lay fupine. 
I reduced it, and put on him a trufs, 
be anfwered the purpofe very well, by 
keeping the rupture up all the while it was 
‘worn: but the patient difliking the necef- 
- fary degree of preffure, and finding very 
little inconvenience from his difeafe, (it 
being merely a piece of caul) laid afide the 
ufe of his bandage, and fuffered his rupture 
to take its own courfe. _ 
_ Being obliged to take a long j journey on 
horfeback, and being apprehenfive that his 
complaint might, by exercife in hot wea- 
ther, prove troublefome, he had a mind to 
put his trufs on again, not doubting but 
that he could replace his rupture as eafily 
as he had been accuftomed to do: he tried 
feveral times, but could not accomplifh it : 
he came to me; I tried, and was foiled. 
T repeated 
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I repeated the attempt again and again, 
but to no purpofe, ftill Acie clear that 
the difeafe confifted only of a portion of 
omentum, and that not large. 
_. From me he went to one of the adver- 
tifers; who having, for a day or two, 
amufed him with anointing his groin, put 
on him a bandage with a large, hard 
bolfter; which being buckled very tight, 
he was permitted to begin his journey, and 
-was told that, long before he returned, 
the portion of caul would be fhrunk to 
nothing, and his difeafe thereby cured. 
He fet out, and got about twenty miles, 
when he found himfelf fo ill, and in fo 
much pain, that he determined to come 
back to London; which he accomplithed 
with great difficulty. | 

I found him in extreme pain all over 
his belly, which would hardly bear being 
touched ; he was incapable not only of 
fitting or ftanding upright, but even of 
lying ftraight upon his back ; he could 
“hardly bear the weight of the bed-cloaths ; 
and the moft gentle preflure, toward the 
bottom of his belly, and his groin, was _ 

intolerable. 
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Gntolerable. .The fcrotum, and fpermatic 
procefs, on the ruptured fide, were fwollen, 
tenfe, and inflamed ; his fkin was hot and 
dry, his pulfe hard and frequent, and he 
had fuch a degree of reftlefinefs, . that 
although motion was very painful to him, 
yet he could not lie {till for two minutes. 
Notwithftanding the many opportunities 
which, before this accident, I had had of 
knowing the true nature of his rupture, 
and that I was perfe€tly convinced, that it 
had always been omental merely, yet from 
his acute pain, from the enlarged and in- 
flamed ftate of the procefs, and from the 
nature and rapidity of his fymptoms, I 
‘vas much inclined to believe, that a por- 
tion of inteftine- had  fome fhare in the 
prefent mifchief; but the patient, who was 
a very intelligent man, infifted on it that 
it had not, and that all his prefent malady 
was caufed by the al of the trufs on 
the omentum. 
I took away a confiderable quantity of 
blood, and, notwithftanding the patient's 
opinion, directed a folution of the fal ru- 
pell. in infuf. fenz to be taken immediately, 
ih and 
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anda purging glyfter to be thrown up as 
foon as it could be got ready ; for the parts 
were in fuch a ftate, that, had there been 
- more convincing marks of inteftinal ftric- 
ture, reduction by the hand was at that 
time impracticable, and unfit to be at- 
tempted. I faw him in about fix or 
eight hours. The difcharge per anum 
‘had been fuch as to put an end to all 
fufpicion of ftri@ure on any part of the 
inteftinal tube, but his inflammatory 
fymptoms were not at all leffened. I 
took away more blood,, and would fain 
have put him into a femicupium, but 
the dread of motion prevented him from 
complying with it. His pain was ex- 
ceffive; and as he had now loft a very 
confiderable quantity of blood, and had 
had a very free difcharge by ftool, I 
threw up a glyfter of warm water, oil, 
and laudanum, and gave him two grains 
of extra@t. thebaic. by the mouth. He. 
pafled fo bad a night, that he was glad, 
early in the morning, to comply with the 
ufe of the bathing-tub, by the repeated ufe 
of which, and taking care to keep the bo-- 

dy 
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dy open, by lenient, oily remedies, he, 
at the end of four days, got to be eafy. 

Fomentation and poultice reduced the 
tumefaction in the groin and fcrotum, 
and when they were removed, the rup- 
ture appeared to be nearly in the fame — 
ftate as before. the wean only a little 
larger. 

Two years after this he died, and was 
opened ; his rupture was found to be mere- 
ly omental, and the portion of caul which 
formed it was, in its inferior part, adhe- 
rent to the hernial fac in two places. : 


Ci Aa a TT. 


YOUNG man, who worked as a 

A journeyman with a filver-{mith in 

Fofter-lane, came to me three or four dif- 

ferent timés, on account of a rupture, 

which appeared to have every mark of 
being merely omental. 

It was large, and had, as he faid, been 
for fome years eafily reducible ; but it was 
not at all fo at his laft vifit tome. By a 
ev or. iif. R late 
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late increafe of fize and weight, it was be-. 
come very troublefome, .as well as very 
vifible. Finding reduction impracticable, 
I recommended to him the ufe of a fufpen- 
fory bandage, and gave him direGtions for 
his general conduct. : 

At the diftance of about fix nib 
fabin his laft vifit, I was fent for to 
St. Bartholomew’s hofpital in a hurry, 
to a perfon fuppofed to labour under a. 
hernia with ftricture. 
bed found a man, who was only not 
dead; he had a dying countenance, a 
faultring pulfe, a conftant hiccough, aad 
cold extremities. 

As it did not appear to me that it was 
poflible for me to do him any fervice, I 
was going away, but was called back at the 
patient’s particular requeft. He made. him- 
felf known to me to be the perfon I have 
juft mentioned; and a friend, who was 
with him, gave me the following account : 
' That a few days before, having an in- 
tention to marry, and believing that his 
rupture would be prejudicial to him, he 
had applied to fomebody who had been re- 

commended | 
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~ commended to him, for relief: that the | 
' perfon to whom he applied, having re- 
ceived from him fuch gratuity as he could 
afford at that time, in part of payment, 
had promifed to cure him within a month: 
that he anointed him for:two or three 
days with an ointment, and. then put 
on him a very ftri@ bandage: that he 
was ordered:to wear this bandage con- 
ftantly, day and night: that_when he had 
worn it three days, not being able longer 
to endure the pain it caufed) -he took it off, 
and went to-his furgeon, who feemed to be 
{urprized, and bad him go home, apply 
to his groin and fcrotum a poultice made 
of boiled turnips and hog’s-lard, and come 
to him again the next day: that the in- 
flammation and fwelling increafing, he was 
prevented from. fulfilling the lat injuncti- 
on, and therefore fent)for his operator, 
who came to him, examined the parts, 
faid he had got: the pox, ‘and refufed to do 
any thing more for him without the de- 
pofit of another five guineas; and that not 
being able to comply with this demand, 
his friends had brought him. to the hofpi- 
tal. : 

Re The 
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The fcrotum had-been of confiderable 
fize, but was now fubfided; it had been 
very painful, but was now eafy; it was in 
many places livid; and, upon handling, 
the fingers perceived that alarming crepi- 
tus, which infallibly denotes putrid air. 
from gangrenous membranes. 

When [ faw him in health, I was per- | 
fectly fatisfied that his rupture was mere-. 
ly omental; I) was as much fatisfied, that 
his prefent ftate was owing to his bandage; 
but neverthelefs I cannot but fay, that I 
fufpected a piece of inteftine to have flip- 
ped down, and to have-occafioned this fa- 
tality by being preffed on. | 

I inquired into his difcharge by ftool, 
and was told,: that he had ‘a’ large one 
within the laft two days, but having of- 
ten experienced how liable people are to 
deception, in thefe cafes, I ‘did not sobs 
intire credit to' the account. | 

‘That evening he died, — next morning 
he was opened. if 

The {crotum and hernial fac were com- 
pletely mortified, and within the latter — 
was a {mall quantity of a moft exceeding- 
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ly offenfive fanies, together with a large 
piece of fphacelated omentum only. The 
whole inteftinal tube was within the bel- 
ly perfe@tly found, and in good order; 
but the omentum, within that cavity, 
had partaken confiderably of the mif- 
chief done to that part of it- which was 
in. the hernial fac, and was. gangrenous 
throughout. 


Cah CAO a age 0 III. 


WAS defired to vifit a gentleman at 
Hackney, who had for fome years 
been afflicted with a rupture, which, at 
different times, had been examined by 
Mr. Sainthill, Mr. Samuel Sharpe, and 
others; and had, by every body, been 
deemed: to be merely omental. For fome 
years it had been kept up by means of a 
fteel trufs ; but a few months before I faw 
him he had laid afide his trufs, and had put 
on a dimoty bandage, with a large boliter, 
which he had worn very tightly buckled. — 
How he had managed -himfelf in other 
| R.3 re{pects, 
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refpects, I know not; but I found him 
with his groin and fcrotum much {wollen, 


and very painful to the touch; he was hot — 


and feverifh, and had been two days with- 
out a ftool. The ftate of the parts was 
fuch, that an immediate attempt to reduce 
the rupture by the hand was impracticable, 
at leaft could not have been attended with 
any probability of fuceefs. He was im- 
mediately let blood, had a glyfter, and an 
aperient draught. Next day I found him 
worfe, in more pain, with more inflam- 
mation, and a greater degree of tumefacti- 
on, and had not yet had a ftool. I was 
obliged to depend upon the patient’s own. 
account of his cafe previous to this attack. 
He infifted on it, that his rupture had ne- 
ver been inteftinal, and that every body 
who had feen it, had given him that affu- 
rance. ‘This I could not contradict, but 
was, at the fame time, much inclined to 
believe, that a portion of inteftine was 
down now. The cataplafm was applied 
over the whole fcrotum and groin, a fti- 
mulating glyfter again thrown up, and a 
purging mixture ordered to be taken, coch- 
| | leatim, 


on RUPTURES. 249 


leatim, every two hours, until he fhould 
have ftools, but all to no purpofe. 
On the third day he was worfe in every 
réefpect ; his belly exceedingly tenfe, his 
pain great, his reftlef{nefs fatiguing, and 
he felt not the leaft tendency towards a 
_ difcharge per anum. | 
I propofed the operation, but the patient 

and his friends objected. A glyfter, of an 
infufion of tobacco, was adminiftered. 
This produced fuch ficknefs and languor, 
with cold fweats, &c. as alarmed every 
body, but produced no ftool. | 
Late in the evening, he fubmitted to 
the operation.’ The parts were now fo 
altered, that I guarded myfelf with a moft 
doubtful prognoftic.. I made an incifion 
from the groin to the bottom of the {cro- 
tum: the fkin, dartos,’ and hernial fac, 
were all gangrenous ; and from the cavity 
of the fac I let out a confiderable quantity 
of a moft offenfive fanies, and with it a 
large, putrid flough, which appeared to 
have been a part of the omentum. I 
examined the opening in the abdominal 
- mufcle, and was fatisfied that it was ina 
| BAG natural 
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natural ftate, and that nothing from the 
abdomen. was engaged in it. On which 
account, I did) not meddle with it, but, 
having drefled the wound fuperficially, 
put on his poultice again. Dr. de la Cour 
- was prefent at the operation, and directed 
for the patient. Another day pafled with- 
out ftool, and this I thought muft have 
been his laft day, but on the fifth he had 
a moft plentiful difcharge, and was thereby » 
relieved from the tenfion of his belly, and 
his moft troublefome fymptoms. | 

The fore was a long time crude and 
unkindly, but by means of the bark, and 
proper diet, all difficulties were {urmount- 
ed, and the patient got well. 

Had a piece of inteftine been in the fac, 
it muft, I think, have neceffarily partaken 
of the ftate in which both it and the 
omentum were; and although the patient 
might poflibly have furvived, yet a dif- 
charge of feces through the wound mutt, 
at leaft for a time, have been the confe- 
quence; but here was nothing of that kind, — 
nor any reafon, after the conftipation was 
removed, to fuppofe that the inteftine had 

ever 
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ever fuftained any injury, or had any thare 
_in the compiaint.. 


ee AS ile Sekt aI 


MAN, about fifty-five years old, 
_afked my opinion concerning a hard 
{welling, which he had on each fide, both 

in the groin and fcrotum. | 
To the eye they appeared like omental 
hernie ; but upon examination, they were | 
not only unequal in their furface, but 

craggy, and incompreflibly hard. 
_ The patient faid, that at the time of 
handling them, they gave him very little 
uneafinefs, but that fuch handling always 
made them painful for fome time after : 
that he was, at times, attacked with acute 
pain darting through his belly, up into his 
loins; and that fuch attack was frequently 
attended with a naufea, and an inclination 
to vomit: that he had been fubjeG@ to a 
_ painful colic, attended generally with con- 
Ripation of belly: that an erect pofture, if 
continued - any length of time, was very 
| irkfome : 
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irkfome: that thefe {wellings were, © for 
_ feveral years, foft and eafily returnable into 
the belly: that while they were fo, he 
had, by the advice of Mr. Samuel Sharpe, 
worn a fteel trufs; but that being engaged 
in a buftling, active kind of life, and the 
trufs not always doing its duty, he had 
left it off for fome years. That for the 
laft two years, he had never been able to 
return either of them, fince which they 
had altered very much: that in their 
prefent {tate he had confulted feveral of the 
profeflion, and fome quacks: that by fome 
they had been deemed {cirrhous tefticles, 
by others, {cirrhi of the f{permatic pro- 
ceffes: that he had gone through a courfe 
of mercurial inundtion ;. had taken freely 
of the folution of fublimate cu. decod. 
rad. farfaparille, and had (in his own 
phrafe) fwallowed a wheel-barrow full of 
cicuta; that he had been promifed a cure 
by having them laid open, to which he 
had fubmitted, had not the operator been 
too lavifh in his promifes, and too exorbi- 
tant in his demands; and that frequent — 
attempts had been made to foften them by 
| fomen- 


' 
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e) 
fomentation,; poultice, &c. butvall to:no 
prior ¢ 

He had a ae cai aich! a meee 
fatigued look, a weak, irregular pulfe, 
too much heat and thirft, and too little 
urine: upon the whole, he feemed a very 
improper. fubject for any chirurgic .treat- 
ment, if any could have been rationally 
propofed ; but as it did not appear to me 
that any thing of that kind could be done 
for him, I suited him to keep his fero- 
tum fufpended, and to confult a phyfician 
on account of his general ftate. 

Not long after, his legs fwelled, he loft 
his appetite, and his urinary fecretion 
almoft totally ceafed. The confequence 
of which was, a cee anafarca, and 
death. 

In each groin, and on ents fide in the 
{crotum, was a hernial fac, bearing all the 
marks of antiquity: in each of thefe was 
a hard, knotty, irregular kind of body, 
whofe furface was covered with varicous 
veflels. 

Thefe weter ited from the cavity Mf : 
the belly, through the opening in the ab- 


dominal 
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dominal mufcle, were continuations from 
the omentum, and were truly cancerous. 


Gee As Ceti panne a 


HAT the refidence of a portion of 
omentum in an open hernial fac, 
muft render the patient conftantly liable to 
the defcent of a portion of inteftine, is 
fo felf-evident, that it cannot admit the 
{malleft doubt, but the following cafe 
being rather remarkable, I have inferted it. 
A drunken idle fellow who lived in the — 
neighbourhood of St. Bartholomew’s, ufed 
to come frequently to the furgery for 
pledgits for broken heads, &c. He had 
alfo a {mall omental hernia, as fairly and 
decifively characterifed as poffible. My- 
felf, and all the furgeons, had at different 
times replaced it for him, and the hofpi- 
tal had once or twice given him a trufs; _— 
but being much oftner drunk than fober, 
he feldom wore it at all, and when he did, 
- it was feldom in the right place. 


One day while I was at the hofpital, 
he 


on RUPTURES. 255 


he was brought in with an immenfe {wel- 
ling of the fcrotum, and all the fymptoms 
“ofa hernia with ftri@ture, and thofe fo far 
advanced, that he had no chance but from 
the operation, which I therefore performed 
_ immediately. ) | 
In the fac was a confiderable portion of 
the ileum, and a large piece of the colon 
with the appendicula vermiformis, toge- 
ther with the {mall piece of omentum, 
which had -conftituted the original rupture. 
The parts were mortified, and the man 
died. | | 
Unlefs it can be fuppofed, that fo large 
a quantity of inteftine could, by every 
body, be miftaken for a {mall one of o- 
mentum only, it muft be clear, that the 
refidence of that fmall piece of omentum 
gave the opportunity for the formation of | 
the inteftinal hernia, and coft the poor 
man his life ; more efpecially if it be 
noted, that the increafe of tumefaction 
and attack of bad fymptoms were the im- 
mediate confequence of an exertion of 


ftrength. 


CASE 
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Git ASSIS BASeyTy,s 


W HILE I was correcting thefe papers 
for the prefs, I was defired to go 
down to St. Katherine’s to fee a patient, 
who was fuppofed to be afflicted with an 
incarcerated hernia. otht 
I found a man between fixty and every 
whofe fcrotum was large and full, and,’ 
as I thought, contained both jomentum 
and inteftine. : 
It was the third day fince As kad idikas a 
ftool, although gentle cathartics had been 
given each day. His pulfe was rather full, 
but otherwife not much amifs ; he vhad 
now and then an inclination to vomit, 
and his belly was very tenfe; but, on the 
other hand, he had neither the fenfation 
of general or local pain, either upon being 
‘examined, or put into motion, which per- 
fons labouring under a {tri€ture moft com- 
monly have; neither had the. {permatic 
procefs. the feel which. it petioles has in 

fuch cafes. 
T could not fay that I thought him | in 


immediate 


~f 
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immediate hazard, although the irreduci- 
bility of his rupture, and the length of 
- time which had paffed fince he had a {tool, 
were certainly unfavourable circumftances. 
I. dire&ted a tobacco-glyfter to be given 
immediately, and five grains of extractum 
catharticum to be taken, alternis horis, 
until he fhould have a ftool... The glyfter 
was adminiftered and repeated, and the 
pills were taken, and I. vifited the abn 
early the next morning. 

He had not had any difcharge per anum, 
his belly was become much more tenfe, and 
I thought him upon the whole fo much 
worfe, that I propofed the operation and 
the patient {ubmitted to it. 

In the hernial fac was a large piece of 
omentum, or rather of what had been 
omentum, but which was now hardened 
into a large flat cake, as incompreflible as 
cold bees-wax, and about the fize of a 
large mangoe;. it diftended all the upper 
part of the fac, and was adherent to the 
lower part of it: behind. this large body 
lay a portion of the inteftinum ileum, and 
below this, that part of the colon which 

3 is 
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is annexed to it: the colon was confidera- 
bly diftended with flatus, and the ileum 
was fo wedged in and preffed, by the al- 
tered omentum, that nothing could pofli- 
bly pafs through it: when the portion 
of omentum was removed, the tendon 
made fo little ftricture on the gut, that, 
had it not been for the great diftention of 
the colon, it might have been returned in- 
to the belly without divifion. 

In fhort, the conftipation of belly, and 
mifchief proceeding from thence, feemed 
to arife intirely from compreffion made by 


the hardened omentum, and not from a 
ftricture. 


In my general treatife on ruptures, I 
have venture to diflent from the common- 
ly-received doctrine concerning the pro- 
priety of tying the omentum previous to 
its extirpation, when it may be found ne- 
ceffary to remove a part of it; and have 
faid, that I thought it not only unnecefia- 
ry but pernicious. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps I may have conceived an unrea~ 
fonable prejudice againtt this practice, and 
it may not appear to others fo hazardous, 
‘or fo improper, as it does to me; perhaps 
the cafes which follow, and which are 

fome of thofe that have furnifhed me with 
my objections, may not be thought cafes 
in point; and the mifcarriages in them 
_ may be thought to be deducible from o- 

ther caufes: all I can fay is, that it ap-~ 

peared to me, that the patients fuffered 
principally, if not merely, from this caufe ; 
and that as I am by repeated experience 
convinced, that a portion of the omentum, 
however large, may be extirpated with per- 
fect fafety, without being previoufly tied, 
I thall never practife, or advife the liga- 
ture, 


Oy Airy Siriekh VI, 


MAN, about thirty years old, was 
taken into St. Bartholomew’s hof- 
pital for a confiderable {welling of the 
groin and {crotum, 
The account he gave of himfelf was as 
Vou. III, | S follows : 
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follows: That he had had, for feveral 


years, a rupture, which many furgeons, 
who had feen it, had deemed to be mere- 
ly omental: that he had formerly had a 
trufs, but whether from its being ill made, 
or from his injudicious manner of wearing 
it, it had never kept his rupture properly 
up, and he had long difufed it; and that 
the day before he was brought into the 
hofpital, a horfe had kicked him in the 
groin, and brought on that increafe of 
pain and {welling of which he now com- 
plained. 

It was Mr. Nourfe’s week for necndeees: 
and he confequently took the care of him. 
He was let blood, had a glyfter, and a 
poultice was applied. 

The next day the {welling was the fame, 
and the man had not had any ftool. A 
purge was adminiftered, which he ejected 
by vomit; and another glyfter was injected 
in the evening. On the third day, finding 
that nothing had paffed, Mr. Nourfe ful- 
pected. that the inteftine was concerned :. 
he bled the man again largely, and ordered 
two sha heen of a purging mixture to be 

given 
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given every two hours, until he fhould 
have ftools. That evening he vomited two 
or three times, and next morning being 
Rill without a ftool, Mr..Nourfe deter- 
mined upon the operation. 

~ The hernial fac was found, thick and 
tough, and contained a portion of omen- 
tum, and fome bloody water. Mr. Nourfe 
and myfelf both examined the omentum 
carefully, upon a fuppofition that we 
fhould find fome inteftine within it. It 
was perfectly found, but its veflels were 
confiderably dilated: there was no intef- 
tine, nor did the tendon bind upon the 
omentum. As there was no gut down, 
and as the portion of caul was now too 
large to repafs the ring, Mr. Nourfe made 
a ftri&t ligature on it, juft on this fide, 
and cut it off. 

Soon after the operation, the man had 
ftools, but during that night, got little or 
no fleep, and complained of much pain. 
The next day he was worfe, was feverifh, 
complained of great pain about his navel, | 
and that he could not fit, or ftand upright, 


but had two loofe ftools, 
52 On 


~ 
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On the third day he was fill worfe; 
that is, had more fever, complained that 
his pain in his belly was exceffive, and 
could keep nothing on his ftomach. On 
the fourth day, toward evening, his pain 
_ fuddenly left him, and early in the morn- 
ing, he died. 

Mr. Nourfe, who was ftill apprehenfive 
that the inteftinal canal was fome way or 
other concerned in the mifchief, defired me 
to open the body. 

The abdominal tendon was Sada and 
unhurt, nor was there any fuch appear- 
ance about the wound as always accom- 
panies mifchief proceeding from thence : 
the inteftines were perfectly free from 
blemifh, inflammation, or obftruction, 
nor was there any appearance of difeafe 
of any kind on or about any of the vif- 
cera, except the omentum, which was 
gangrenous through its whole extent. — __ 

What fhare the inflammation of the o- 
mentum might have in. preventing a free 
paflage through the inteftines I know not, 
not to what other caufe fuch obftrution 
might poffibly be owing ; but that the o- 

mentum 
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mentum was found, at the time of the ope- : 
ration, and gangrenous when the: patient 


died, is beyond all doubt. 


Co Ans Suscbe Me Gkebt he 


MAN about forty years old, who 
had for feveral years been afflicted 
with a rupture, which had always been 
deemed to be merely omental, was brought 
into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, labouring 
under all the fymptoms of an inteftinal 
hernia, with ftri€ture ; and thofe fo pref- 
fing, that the operation immediately per- — 
formed was his only chance. 

Upon dividing the fac, a large piece of o- 

- mentum (which was confiderably thicken- 
ed in its texture, and whofe veflels were — 
confiderably diftended) prefented itfelf. 
This was carefully expanded, as far as 
it would admit, and laid firft on one 
fide, and then on the other, but no o- 
ther body difcovered. The incifion be- 
ing continued higher up, in order to 
get at the ring, as it is called, a por- 
S 3 tion 
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tion of inteftine was difcovered; it was 
fo {mall, as hardly to confift of the whole 
diameter of the gut, but begirt very tight- 
ly. I had, when the inteftine was fairly 
in view, a mind to try whether I could not 
return it without dividing the tendon, and 
fucceeded in the attempt. When this was 
done, the confideration was, what to do 
with the omentum. It was fo large, and 
fo affected by ftricture, that it could not 
repafs the abdominal tendon without divi- 
fion: as the gut was returned, it feemed a 
pity to divide the tendon merely on account 
of the caul: it was therefore determined to ~ 
tie it, and cut it off. 

The man had a plentiful ftool in an 
hour. after the operation, but toward e- 
vening, and during the night, was much 
out of order. Next morning he was hot 
and reftlefs, had a frequent and full pulfe, 
complained of great pain about his navel, 
and all over his belly, which was much 
too tenfe, and he was now and then very 
fick. | 

Blood was drawn from him freely; he 
had an oily, laxative glyfter; and Dr. 

Pitcairn 
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Pitcairn direGted for him. On the third 
day, all his febrile fymptoms, and his 
pain, were much exafperated, notwith- 
ftanding he had three or four ftools. 

I think I may venture to fay, that both 
the phyfician and myfelf, did every thing 
in our power for him; but on the fourth 
evening he died. 

As the cafe had given me fome Bikeorn 
upon a fuppofition that the man might 
have had a better chance, had the tendon 
been divided for the return of the gut, I 
opened him as foon as I had notice of his 
death. I examined the whole inteftinal 
canal, and found it free from blemifh: the 
peritoneum was unaltered; but all that 
was left of the omentum was gangre- 
nous, 


Ed fest avin ie) = ba 


MAN, about thirty-fix years old, 

was a patient in St. Bartholomew's 

for a fore leg. While he was there, he 
defired me to look at a rupture, which he 
S 4 | had 
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had long had, and which was clearly 
omental and irreducible. | 

When his leg was well, he defired me 
to cut him, as he called it; alledging, that 
his rupture was fo troublefome, that it 
prevented him from following his bufinefs. 
I refufed it, and directed him to wear a 
. fufpenfory bag. 

He folicited me again ssi again, and at 
laft, overcome by his importunity, I per- 
formed the operation. ‘The fac was thin, 
and the piece of omentum not large, nor 
at all altered, nor was there any thing elfe 
in the bag. I made a ligature, and cut it 
off without meddling with the tendon. 
From the time of the operation, he was in 
conftant pain all over his belly. 

Bleeding, laxative medicines, glyfters, 
&c. were adminiftered, but to no pur- 
pofe. On the fourth day he died, and had _ 
no appearance of mifchief about him, ex- 
cept a highly inflamed omentum. 


In- 
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Inteftinal Hernia. 


HEN a portion of inteftine, which 
has pafled out fromthe cavity of 
the abdomen through the opening in the 
oblique mufcle, is fo begirt as not to be 
capable of executing its proper office, the 
perfon, to whom this happens, may be 
faid to be in immediate danger. 
_ The general offices of the inteitinal tube 
are, digeftion of the food, formation of 
chyle, impulfion of it into the lacteals, 
and expulfion of the feces forth from the 
body. If thefe fo neceflary functions are, 
for any confiderable time, fufpended or 
prevented, the confequence is too obvious 
to need mentioning: fortunately for man- 
kind, this cannot happen unknown to us. 
Whenever fuch ftricture is made, fymp- 
toms and complaints arife which warn us 
of our danger: pain, tumefaction, and in- 
capacity of going to ftool, are the firft and 
‘moft immediate effects ; if the cafe be neg- 
aetteds or no proper remedy ufed, inflam- 
mation, 
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mation, fever, ficknefs, and vomiting, 
foon follow; and thefe are often, in a thort 
{pace of time, fucceeded by hiccough, 
gangrene, and mortification. Whoever 
confiders what the firft of thefe are indi- 
cations of, and knows what will inevitably 
be the confequence if they be not obviated, 
muift be fenfible, that the very flighteft 
attack of this kind ought to put us on our 
guard, and excite us to ufe our utmoft 
endeavours to prevent farther mifchief. 
How long the firft, and feemingly flighteft 
fymptoms may continue before material 
injury be done, no man can pretend to fay; 
this muft depend upon a variety of circum- 
ftances, and will be different in different 
cafes; but as no man can be duly and 
intimately acquainted with thefe circum- 
ftance# and as the change from the moft 
flight to the moft hazardous is fometimes 
very rapid, no one can be vindicated in 
fuffering the {malleft portion of time to be 

loft by waiting a few hours. | 
The firft thing to be done js, to attempt 
the reduétion of the inteftine ; if this fails, 
our next endeavour mutt be to relieve the 
fymptoms, 
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fymptoms, and thereby remove the ob- 
ftruction to fuch reduction. : 
The means prefcribed for this purpofe. - 
are, phlebotomy, glyfters, cathartics, a 
femicupium, or warm bath, fomentation, 
embrocation, and cataplafm; and thefe, 
by the generality of our writers of fyftems 
and inftitutes, are ordered indifcriminately, 
as if their efficacy were nearly equal, and 
it was a matter of indifference which a 
practitioner made ufe of. T his I cannot 
conceive to be true: fome of them are 
really ufeful ; but others, as far as my 
experience goes, of little or no ufe at all; 
among the former, I reckon phlebotomy, 
cathartic medicines, glyfters, and the warm 
bath; among the latter, embrocation, 
~ fomentation, and poultice : the former 
have faved many a life; from the latter, 
I never faw any material benefit, though I 
have often and often tried them ; and I 
am much inclined to believe, that the ufe. 
of them has coft many a perfon dear, by 
-occafioning a lofs of that time, which 
ought to have been otherwife employed. 
The inflammation, and diftention of the 
| | inteftine, 


216 OBSERVATIONS 


inteftine can never be removed while it is 
begirt by the tendon of the abdominal 
mufcle ; whatever may be the original 
caufe of the ftricture, the effect muft be 
the fame; the tendon lies out of the reach 
or influence of a greafy poultice; the ex- 
ternal {kin may indeed be relaxed by it, 
and fome {mall part of the uneafinefs may 
thereby be relieved, but this is of no im- 
portance toward appeafing the fymptoms, 
leflening the hazard, or affording a remedy 
for the original evil: the mere relaxation 
of the fkin will not affect the ftricture made 


by the tendon, the warmth of the poultice — 


will increafe the diftention, and the intef- 
tine will become gangrenous, notwith- 
ftanding a {mall part of the external in- 
flammation may feem to be appeafed.* 

If the fymptoms are neither fuch, nor 
fo prefling, as to require the chirurgic ope- 
ration; or if the fears and apprehenfions 
of the patient, or of friends, prevent fuch 

: operation, 


* Cold, difcutient applications, bid much fairer to re- 
tard the hafty progrefs of the inflammation, than warm ones ; 
and will be found to anfwer the purpofe much better. Such 
as folutions of fal ammoniac, crud. in vinegar, the fp. min- 
dereri, the acet. lythargirit. and fuch like. 
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operation, however neceflary it may be; 
the moft powerful and moft efficacious 
means of obtaining relief are, phlebotomy, 
warm water, and the exhibition of fuch 
medicines as are likely to produce {tools : 
by the firft we reduce the ftrength of the 
patient, leffen the velocity of the circu- 
lating fluids, moderate the febrile heat, 
and take the chance of a deliquium ;_ by 
the fecond we endeavour to relax the ten- 
dinous opening by which the inteftine is 
_ begirt: and by the third, the difcharge of 
feces, through the inteftinal canal, is at- 
tempted. The power of the two firft is 
clear and undoubted, but I cannot help 
thinking, that we are, in fome degree, 
wrong about the laft. Cathartic medi- 
cines have, in all times, been prefcribed 
in the cafe of hernia with ftricture; but 
the true intention, which ought by their 
means to be aimed at, does not feem to 
have been, in general, clearly underftood: 
this perhaps is the reafon why practitioners 
and writers difagree fo much about the 
‘kind of medicines which they think moft 
proper ; fome advifing thofe which are of 

the 
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the lenient unirritating kind, others pre- 
{eribing thofe which are moft ftimulating : 
both cannot be right, and therefore it 
may be worth while to enquire, what 
fhould be the point aimed at, and which 
are the moft likely means to accomplifh 
fuch end. 
Is a difcharge, per anum, the primary 
view, and therefore the firft objet of at- 
tention ? or is fuch difcharge to be regard-' 
ed only as a neceflary, or natural confe- 
quence of the removal of the inteftine from 
its prifon? If the former be the cafe, it is 
clear, that in the circumftances in which 
fuch patient muft be, {tools cannot be pro- 
cured too foon, or by means which are 
too eafy; and that fuch medicines as are. 
moft likely to flip through without ftimu- 
lus, or irritation, muft be the moft proper, 
and moft likely to anfwer the end: but if 
the cafe be otherwife, if the firft view 
fhould be to extricate the gut from its 
ftriture, and the difcharge of faeces is 
to be regarded only as a neceflary con- 
fequence of fuch removal, then, I think, 
it is as clear, that fuch lenients are unfit, 
becaufe 


| 
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becaufe unequal to the tafk; and that a 
power or faculty of ftimulating or irritating 
the mufcular coat of the inteftinal canal, 
ought to be the property of whatever is ad- 
miniftered. : 
That a depletion of that canal is a great 
and immediate relief to the patient, by un- 
loading ‘the belly, and leffening the tenfi- 
on, is beyond a doubt; and it is as true, 
that without fuch difcharge, the patient 
muit perifh, even though the {tricture be 
taken off; but till the two objects are dif- 
tinG@ and different, and the removal or ex~ 
trication of the imprifoned piece is clearly 
the firft.* 
When purgative medicines of any kifid 
are 


* It may not improperly, in this place, be afked, whe- 
ther the operation of a purging medicine may not be different 
from either of thefe? and whether it may not be in an incar- 
cerated hernia what it fometimes is in an ileus, where it of- 
ten feems to att by overpowering that fpafm which had begua 
to excite inflammation, and would foon bring on mortificati- 
on? What ftill adds force to this method of reafoning is, the 
confideration of the great relief always obtained from a warm 
bath. Whether this be generally true or not, it is certainly 
well worth confideration, May not from this alfo be infer- 
red the reafon why opium, joined with purgatives, is fome- 
times, in the fame difeafe, found to render the operaten of 
the latter more fuccefsful. 
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are given by the mouth, in the cafe of a 
ftrangulated hernia, and do not fucceed in 
removing the inteftine from the fri@ure, 
they are either rejected by vomit, or by de- 
riving an increafed quantity of acrimonious 
fecal matter downward, add to the pain 
and tenfion of the belly. 

This is a very material objection to the 
ufe of all cathartics, given by the mouth, 
and more efpecially to thofe whofe bulk 
or quantity is at all large; and renders the 
application of fuch kind of medicines to 
that part of the inteftinal canal which is 
below the ftricture, much preferable. 

_ Indeed the fuperior advantages of ftimu- 
lating medicines, given per anum, are, in. 
this cafe, many and great ; they give much 
lefs difturbance to, the ftomach, they occa~ 
fion no pain in the belly, ‘nor do they at 
all increafe the load or tenfion; they may 
be repeated frequently, and, what is of ° 
the moft confequence, they may confift 
of fuch materials as cannot properly, or 
indeed fafely, be given by the mouth. All 
thefe are manifeft advantages, but the laft 
circumftance is peculiarly fo, for the to-_ 

sete 
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bacco-{moke cannot poflibly be fwallowed, 
nor would any man in his fenfes think of 
putting the infufion into the ftomach, al- 
though it is well known, not only that 
both may be. very fafely adminiftered. in 
the form of glyfter, but that they are the 
moit powerfully efficacious, and the moft 
ufeful medicines we are acquainted with, 
- for fuch purpofe. 

I have mentioned the fmoke and the in- 
fufion of tobacco, as being equally ufeful, 
and have, from repeated experience, found 
them foe. Segoe Karen 
_. Where a proper machine is at hand, or 

can eafily, be procured, I fhould certainly 
prefer the fmoke to the infufion ; becaufe, 
the effects which both are apt to produce | 
on the nervous fyftem of the patient are, I 
think, lighter in the former, than in the 
latter ; .but where fuch machine has not 
been at hand, nor could be procured with- . 
out a lofs of time, which, in thefe cafes, _ 
is always precious, I have frequently ufed 
the infufion, and generally very fuccefsful- 
ly. The fymptoms arifing from the in- 
toxicating quality of the tobacco, the lan- 

MiaLe dit: rE guor, 
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guor, the cold fweat, &c. which this 
weed caufes, more efpecially in thofé who 
have not been accuftomed to it, are, as 
I have faid, I think, rather more from the 
infufion than from the fmoke; but, though 
_ I have often ufed it, I do not remember 
ever to have feen any ill effe& from it. It 
generally makes the patient very fick,* 
and produces a fainting and a cold f{weat,. 
which, to thofe who do not immediately 
_refle&t on the intoxicating quality of to- 
bacco, and the fymptoms of fuch intoxi- 
cation, may appear alarming ; but whether 
it be from the fwooning, or from the irri- 
tation made in the inteftinal canal, or, 
which is much moft likely, from both 
conjointly, I have, feveral times, feen 
ruptures, which have refifted all attempts: 
by the hand, return of themfelves, un- 
touched, during the influence of fuch 
glyfter. ise a | 

Many other ftimulating applications to | 
the retum, I have, at different times, 
| made 

* The infufion, which I have always ufed, has been 


made by pouring one pint of boiling-water on one drachm 
of tobacco, , 
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made trial of, but never found any at all 
equal, in effect, to the tobacco; nor did I 


ever fee any of them produce that convul- 


five motion of the mufcles of the abdo- 
men, which moft frequently accompanies 
the ficknefs attending the ufe of this weed, 
and which, although fatiguing and trou- 
blefome while it latts, yet is certainly one 
of the means whereby the extrication of 
the portion of inteftine is accomplifhed. 

I have alfo feveral times feen them both 
fail, after fair and repeated trial. Who- — 
ever expects infallibility in medicine, will 
be difappointed; but I can, with truth, 
affirm, that I have feen both the fmoke 
and the infufion fucceed much oftener than 
any thing elfe, and fometimes in very def- 
; perate cafes.” 


CP AL Ses X. 


WAS defired to vifit a ruptured pati- 
ent with Mr. James, then furgeon to 

St. Luke’s hofpital. 
The patient was a ftout, healthy man, 
pee about 


and. complained of a i{trange kind of motion 
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about thirty; the rupture was large, hard, 


painful, and beginning to be inflamed on 
the outfide; no ftool had paffed for two 
days; the man had great pain all over his 
belly, and a frequent vomiting. Mr. 
pee had »many times tried to reduce 

; he had bled him freely, and had’ given 
oh purges and glyfters, but all without 
effect. 


The ferotum was exceedingly tenfe, and 


the pain which attended the moft gentle 


handling was fo exquifite, as not only to 
render all attempts for reduction, by the 
hand, improper, but hazardous. 

It was about noon when I faw the man: 
every thing except the tobacco had been» 
tried ; the fymptoms were advancing hafti- 
ly, and the operation was propofed and 
fubmitted to; but while our things were 
getting ready, we thought we might as 
well try the fmoke-elyfter. | 

One ounce of tobacco was expended 
without any effect at all, either general or 
local; but toward the confumption of ano- 
ther, the patient became fick and faint, 


in 
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in his belly, and alfo in his rupture. Up- 
on turning the bed-clothes back, the mo- 
tion was.not only to be felt within the 
{crotum, but was even vifible; this motion 
continued about two minutes, when the 
inteftine, without being touched, return- 
ed; the man became immediately cafy ; 
and, in half an hour, had 4 plentiful dif- 


charge oar anum. 
Gig yt Sede v9 


[N the month of September, 1767, I 
was fent for in a hurry to fome little 
diftance from London, in order to per- 
form the operation for the bubonocele. 
I found a very large rupture on the 
right fide, and that in fo painful a ftate, 
as not to permit the moft gentle hand- 
ling. ‘The patient had been treated with 
the greateit propriety ; had been free ly 
and repeatedly let blood, had taken pur- 
ging medicines, giytters, -&c. and had 
been feveral times in a bathing-tub: his 
: ee was frequent, he had a tendency 
6 ee te 
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to a hiccough, and he could not bear to 
extend, in the {mallet ii, gk the thigh 
on the ruptured fide. , 

_ The operation had been diet petit to, 
before I had been fent for; buat upon my 
alking the gentleman who attended, if he 
had a machine for giving the tobacco-fmoke 
glyfter, and being anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, we determined to try it firft, } 

When about half an hour had been 

fpent in the continual impulfion of the 
fmoke, the man cried out, My rupture 
is going up; and, in the fpace of two 
or three minutes, it did fo, with a noife 
which was heard by every one in. the 
room. 


Co tA SOR, wag ld 


Gentleman, whom [ had long known, 

had. often fhewed me a rupture, 
which he had laboured under as long as 
he could remember, and which was now 
and then troublefome to him, becaufe he 
could not wear a trufs to keep it within 
| "the 


on, REP FUR ES. 984 


the abdomen. It was of the congenial 
kind; that is, the fac of the hernia was 
formed, by what fhould have been the 
tunica vaginalis teftis, but his tefticle, on. 
that fide, had never defcended from the 
groin, but lay juft on the outfide of the 
abdominal opening, neither had the por- 
‘tion of inteftine got. any lower, fo that 
both of them lay together; on which ac- 
count he not only never could wear a trufs, 
but even the waiftband of his breeches, 
if buttoned tight, was troublefome. 

This gentleman was fuddenly feized 
- with the fymptoms of a ftriGture, and 
thofe not flight, even at the firft attack. 
The piece of inteftine, though always in 
the groin when he was in an erect pofture, | 
had always gone up upon his going to bed, 
and was always returnable when he was 
fupine. He tried now to reduce it as ufual. 
He fent for me, and all my attempts were 
equally fuccefslefs. His belly was very 
hard, he began to vomit, and the tefticle 
became very painful to the touch. 

All the circumftances were difagreeable, 
the fymptoms advanced with uncommon 


T 4 rapidity, 
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rapidity, the portion of gut was fmall, 
the tefticle inflamed, and fomewhat en- 
larged ; an operation might become necef- 
fary, but could not, in fuch circumftances, 
be defirable. | : 

He was bled freely, even to fwooning ; 
purging medicines were given, and imme- 
diately rejeted; glyfters had no effect, but 
were as immediately returned; and the 
patient, knowing his own fituation, was 
much alarmed. 

Dr. de la Cour, who was his phyfician, 
was Called in; and having tried the tobacco- ' 
{moke, ineffectually, we agreed to throw 
up a pint of the infufion, made as before 
related. It foon made him exceedingly 
fick and faint, and caufed a large difcharge 
of wind, upward and downward, from ~ 
which I expected a return of the gut, but 
in vain. At the diftance of an hour or 
two, the infufion was repeated, with the 
fame effect of faintnefs and ficknefs, during 
which, he was put into warm water, and | 
when he had been in it a few minutes, the 
flighteft application of the hand obtained 
immediate reduction, and {tools. 
ie ; CASE 


on ‘RUPTURES. 983 
Ch eee Kade 


\HE late Mr. Fullager defired me to’ 
go with him to fee a wine-merchant 
in Billiter-lane, who had all the fymptoms 
of ftrangulation in the cafe of a {crotal 
hernia, and whofe rupture he had in- 
_ effeGtually endeavoured’to reduce. I tried, 
and was alfo foiled, The fymptoms were 
rather prefling. Mr. Smith, in Cheapfide, 
who had been the .apothecary to Mr. 
James’s patient, was alfo apothecary here. 
It was determined that I fhould meet Mr. 
Fullager again, in about three hours, in 
order to perform the operation ; and that, . 
in the mean time, Mr. Smith fhould throw 
up the tobacco-fmoke. At the appointed 
time we met, and found Mr. Smith em- 
ployed as we had defired ; I laid my hand 
on) the rupture to. examine the {tate of it, 
and it was wonder with what facility it 
went up. | 
The fame thing, neil happened to 
me witha coachman of the late Dr. Nicol 


of 
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_ of the Charter-houfe: but the fame man, 
upon a return of the complaint, at about 
two years diftance, was not again fo for- 
tunate; the fmoke and infufion both failed, 
and the operation: was sisi sf but 
too late. 


It is as yet, with many, a difputed 
point, in the, cafe of incarceration of a 
portion of inteftine in a hernia, whether 
the ftricture made by the tendon be ori- 
ginal or confequential; or, in other words, 
whether the difeafe be not originally in the 
‘inteftine, and the ftri@ture a mere effet of 
its diflodgment and diftention. The argu- 
ments ufed in fupport of the latter opinion 
are by no means void of force, but at the 
fame time, I cannot think them conclufive: 
The perfe& health and eafe of many, nay 
of every body, immediately before a fudden — 
defcent, the very prefling and alarming 
fymptoms with which fuch defcent is often 
attended almoft. inftantaneoufly, and the 
relief which reduction immediately pro- 

duces 
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duces in the majority of fuch cafes, toge- 
ther with the immediate and total removal 
or diffipation of all the evils occafioned by 
the confinement, feem to prove the ee 
opinion to be true. : 

On the other hand, the ribefeetly qisier; 
eafy, and uncomprefied {tate of the parts, 
in many inftances, immediately previous to 
the invafion of bad fymptoms, in cafes 
where there has been no exertion of 
ftrength, nor any apparent» acceflion of a 
larger and new portion of gut, are circum- 
ftances which, added to the incapacity of 
the tendon to ‘contract, are well worth 
weighing, as they certainly give force to 
the former fuppofition. 

As a mere point of {peculation, it 1s not 
perhaps a matter of very great importance; 
- but, when confidered as applied to practice, 
and influencing our conduct with regard to 
the chirurgic operation, it becomes very 
interefting indeed. 

When the hand and the common means 
for reduction fail, the operation is our only 
refource, and if applied to in time, very 
» feldom re ; fo feldom that, I believe I 
might 
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might venture to fay, not oné in fifty* 
dies of it, if timely and judicioufly exéecu- 
ted; and when it becomes abfolutely ne- 


ceflary, itis the unicum remedium. ‘This 


confideration renders ita matter of {till 
more importance ; for as in cafes where it 
becomes néceflary, and our only hope, it 
ought always to be propofed; for the fame 
reafons, in cafes where it is not neceffary, 


it ought not to be thought of ; and where 


it cannot be of ufe, it ought not to be 
done. } 
Phie(iriteftinal tube, whether within the 
belly in its natural fituation, or thruft forth 
from it in the form of hernia, is: liable to 
difeafes whofe fymptoms are peculiar to it- 
felf. Where there is no hernia, no body 
doubts concerning the nature of the cafe ; 


but where there is one, from the fimilarity 


of the fymptoms, it. always takes the 
blame; often defervedly, fometimes much 

the contrary. 
In the cafe of old, napedneed hernias, 
here is no reafon why the portion of in- 
| teftine, 


* JT mean of the operation confidered abftractedly. 


bey Se a 
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teftine, forming fuch complaint, fhould ‘be 
exempt from fuch diftempers as the canal 
is liable to; on the contrary, it is reafon- 
able to fuppofe, that by fach unnatural 
Gituation and confinement, it would be- 
come rather more liable. But be this as it 
may, certain it is, that inflammation of 
the inteftine, violent diftention of it, with 
lofs of periftaltic motion, and ftoppage of 
ftools, is fometimes the cafe in a hernia 
where the abdominal tendon has no thare. 
in the mifchief; and as certain it is, that 
in fuch cafe the operator can do no good. 
In fome inftances this may, by. attentive 
inquifition, be learned, and the operation 
thereby preferved from a. difgrace: in 
others, it can only be known by its prov- 
ing unfuccefsful. 

- When the difeafe is the mere Bes 
quence of ftriGture, and the gut, previous 
to fuch ftricture, was free from diftemper, 
it feldom, I might almoft venture to fay 
never happens, but that the fetting it free 
is followed by a difcharge per anum s ef- 
pecially. if fuch intention be properly aflift- 
ed: but when the difeafe was originally in 


the 
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the inteftine, and the’ inteftine either not — 
bound by any ftricture, or a ftricture the 
mere confequence of the previous diftem-. 
per of the gut, it moft frequently happens 
that fuch difcharge does not follow the o- 
peration, nor is obtainable by any means 
after it. This I have always regarded as a 
characteriftic mark of the true nature of the 
malady; to which I think, from what I> 
have feen of thofe cafes, I might add ano- 
ther, which is the great difficulty, and, in 
fome cafes, impoffibility of keeping the re- - 
duced inteftine (after the operation) within 
the belly. A circumftance which I have 
feen fometimes to be abfolutely impoflible. 
In the cafes where all the mifchief arifes 
from the mere prolapfus and ftri€ture, the 
returned inteftine becomes immediately 
pervious, and enjoying its periftaltic moti- 
on, keeps its place, and does its office; but» 
where, by previous diftemper, it 1s ren- 
dered impervious, and deprived of its mo-+ 
tion, it cannot execute its office, it remains 
violently diftended, and is, with great dif- 
ficulty, kept within the belly, of which I 
could give many inftances. This is, on fe- 

veral 
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veral accounts, a matter of importance, 
both to patient and furgeon: with regard 
to the former, it is not merely the alarm, 
anxiety, horror, and pain, which necef- 
farily attend an operation of fuch kind, 
and of fuch ferious confequence, and 
which, of themfelves, are furely enough ; 
but the diftemper not refiding in, nor 
being produced by the ftricture, the necef- 
fary fymptomatic fever attending fuch an 
operation muft, in the nature of things, 
be a circumftance of additional hazard : 
and with regard to the furgeon, the diffi- 
culty of returning the diftended inteftine, 
and of keeping it in the belly after it has 
been returned, together with the moft 
frequent, and indeed moft probable event 
of fuch cafe, render it very unpleafant, 
and what every man would choofe to avoid. 
No man can command fuccefs, but every 
man would wifh to be in the way of it. 


Con- 
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Congenital Hernia. 


HE difference between thefe and o- 

ther ruptures, is not a matter of | 

mere anatomical f{peculation: there are in 

the former feveral particularities which re- 

quire a practitioner’s very ferious attention, 

and which an “operator ought always to be 
aware of. 

The fac of a common hernia, every one 
knows, is formed by the protrufion of the 
peritoneum, through the natural opening 
in the tendon of the external, oblique, 
mufcle of the abdomen. This fac, at 
firft, extends no farther than the groin, 
but is, by means of its contents, gtadually 
puthed lower and lower until it gets into 
the fcrotum. It always lies anterior to 
the fpermatic veffels, and:is enveloped in 
the cellular membrane, which makes the - 
tunica communis of the faid veffels, forms 
a cavity perfectly diftin@ from the tunica 
vaginalis teftis, and never does, or can 
contain the tefticle within it. 

In the congenial emia, the cafe is dif- 

Ae ferent ; 
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ferent; in this, the fac is not formed by 
the unnatural protrufion of a portion of the 
peritoneum, which ought to have remain- 
ed within the belly, but is made by the 
unclofed vaginal coat of the tefticle ; con- 
fequently the faid fac, conftantly and ne- 
_ceffarily, contains within it the tefticle, 

together with whatever elfe may have paf- 
fed from the abdomen to conftitute the 
hernia, and which parts muft therefore be 
in conta&t with the tefticle. _ oa. 

From this particularity refult fome cir- 
cumftances very neceflary for a practitioner 
to be acquainted with. Such are the fol- 
lowing. | 

1. It fometimes happens that, in in- 
fants, a portion of inteftine flips down 
along with the tefticle, prevents the clofing 
_ of the tunica vaginalis, and thereby confti- 
tutes the difeafe. 

2. It fometimes happens, that a porti- 
on of gut only comes down, the tefticle 
never pafling forth from the abdomen, or 
remaining in the groin, and falling no 
lower. 

3. In this fpecies of hernia a ftricture, 

Vor. Ill. U or 
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or ftriftures; are fometimes met with, 
which are formed merely by the con- 
traction or coarctation of the neck of the 
vaginal coat or fac, . independant of the 
abdominal tendon. And, 

4. The parts contained in a common 
hernia, are liable to contract cohefions 
with each other, or with the fac; but 
in the congenial, both omentum and eut 
are liable to become connected with the 
tefticle; which conne@ion will, fome- 
times, demand all the judgment, and all 
the dexterity of an operator. So that, 
nice and delicate as the operation of a 
‘bubonocele is in the moft fimple and com- 
mon cafe, it becomes much more fo in n the 
siiueks papers 


CAs Se aetiihy e 


~ BOY, about fourteen years old, was 
taken into St. Bartholomew’s hofpi- 

tal for a ftrumous, lumbal abfcefs, the 
matter of which had made its. way, out in 
the upper part of the thigh. The: dif- 
charge 
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charge was great, and the boy “gine a= 
pace. | 
While he lived, I took notice of a par- 
ticular appearance on one Kae of the fcro- 
tum. 

The {permatic procefs, at its exit from 
the belly, was large and full, and plainly 
contained fomething which fhould not be 
there: immediately below the fulnefs, the 
procefs was of little more than its natural 
_fize; but juft above the tefticle, it was 
again confiderably inlarged, and had the 
: Borns feel as above. 

The true ftate of the cafe remained in 
doubt till the boy died, at which time 
both the fwellings were become’ manifeftly 
lefs than they had been. 
I opened his body, and examined the 
‘parts with fome care. The tunica vagina- 
lis teftis was open to the abdomen, and 
contained a confiderable portion of omen- 
tum, which portion reached quite down to 
the tefticle, but did not adhere to it: in 
the mid-way between the abdominal open- 
ing and the teftis, the hernial fac was fo 
contracted, that the piece of caul, embra~ 
| U2 ced 


294 OBSERVATIONS 


ced by the contraction, was not extricable 


a 


ee 


by any force, and was preffed into a firm, ~ 


_. hard fubftance: above and below, it was 


foft and expanfile, but void of fat as in all 
emaciated fubjects. This hernia, there- 
fore, added to its other particularities, 
muft have been incapable of reduction 
without an operation. 

Much about the fame time, Mr. Reiley, 
avery ingenious gentleman, who was then 


under me at St. Bartholomew’s, fhewed me — 
a congenial hernia in a child he had then © 


in diffection, and in which a portion of 


inteftine was begirt in the fame manner, fo — 
as to be perfectly inextricable, but by di-— 


vifion of the part. 
Had the child lived, and, at any time, 
been under a neceflity of fubmitting to the 


operation for a bubonocele, this ftricture, © 


_made by the fac only, and independant of 


the abdominal tendon, might have proved 
a very embarrafling circumftance in the o- — 
peration, and have occafioned a difficulty | 


which might not have been forefeen ; in- 


deed, upon a view of it after death, it 


Bias wonderful, how the inteftine had 


executed | 


ah 
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executed its office during the child’s fhort 
life. | 


ORD ti) TEA Ms 


HOMAS Lever, a lad about feventeen 

years old, was fent to St. Bartholo- 
mew’s by Mr. Gray, of Colchefter. His 
complaint was a rupture which prevented 


his getting his bread, and which no body 


in the country had been able to reduce. 
The account he gave of himfelf was as 

follows: That he had had the rupture as 

long as he could remember ; that it had 


always been down in the day, and up in 


the night, until within about fix months 
paft, when he had been thrown over a 
horfe’s head, and bruifed againft the pum- 
mel of the faddle ; that the blow gave him 


fo great pain, at the time, as to occafion 


his fwooning ; that the pain continued 


fome hours, and was followed by inflam- 


mation and {welling, which lafted fome 
days; and that, from that time, he had 


never been able to get his rupture up. 
3 The 


al 
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The fcrotum was large and full, but 


not at all tenfe; it plainly contained a 


portion of inteftine, but there was no 
fymptom, nor any appearance of the {mall- 
eft degree of ftricture. Upon attempting 
reduction, fome part of the gut paffed 
eafily and freely into the abdomen, but a 
confiderable portion of it remained, nor 
could by any means be made to follow. 
The tefticle was very diftinguifhable below, 
and feemed to be of its natural fize, and 
in a natural ftate, except that from the 
epidydimis there proceeded a fmall, hard 
body, which body became tight when the 


returnable part of the gut went into the | 


belly, and feemed to be what hindered the 
return of the whole. The boy was in 


perfect health, had no obftrudtion to his — 


difcharge per anum, nor any complaint 
relative to the inteftinal canal. A part of 
the inteftine was, as I have already faid, 
returnable with the greateft eafe; but even 
this would not remain a moment after the 
finger which returned it was removed, not 
even in a fupine pofture. A complete 
reduGtion was found impracticable, the 

| parts 
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parts were in fuch a ftate, that no benefit 
could be propofed from evacuation of any 
kind.) To put a trufs on was not only 
ufelefs, but mifchievous ; and to leave a- 
boy of feventeen, who was to get his 
bread by hard labour, with his fcrotum 
loaded with inteftine, liable, by every 
exertion, to be increafed, and by any in- 
flammation to become ftrangullated,: could 
not be thought of. 

It was therefore, after very mature de- 
liberation, deemed advifeable to give him 
the very probable chance of a cure by an 
operation. | 

The very eafy return of part of the gut 
into the belly convinced me, that I muft 
not expect to find any fluid in the fac; and 
the boy’s own account fatisfied me that the 
hernia was:congenial, and had the tunica 
vaginalis for its fac. ; 

I made my incifion very cautioutly, aid 
found both thefe circumftances to be true. 


_ In the bag was a fmall portion of the 


ileum, and that part of the colon called 
the cecum, with its appendicula vermi- 
Fomntis's ; the former was loofe, but the 

U4 latter 
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latter was adherent to the epidydimis and 
tefticle. It took fome little time to fepa- 
rate thefe connections in fuch manner as 
to injure neither of the parts, but when 
that was accomplithed, a very {mall di- 
vifion of the tendon ferved to obtain a 
complete reduction of the whole, and the 
boy went home well in about fix weeks. 
If this lad had not undergone the ope- 
ration at the time he did, and inflammation 
with ftricture had, at any future time, 
attacked him, his chance of prefervation™ 
would have been but fmall. The adhefion 
would have rendered reduction impractica- 
ble ; but this not being known, would 
have at leaft occafioned a watte of time in 
unneceflary, fruitlefs attempts, &c. unlefs 
it may be fuppofed that, after fuch attack, 
the inteftine could be rendered pervious 
and capable of executing its office by means 
of purging and ftimulating medicines 
(which, in this fituation of things, I am 
not much inclined to believe) it is clear, 
that nothing but the operation could have 
ferved him; which operation, (the cir- 
cumftance of adhefion not being known) 
| would 
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would not, in all probability, have been 
propofed one minute too foon. Befides 
which, when all the parts were got into a 
{tate of inflammation, the feparation of the 
cohefion might not, perhaps, have been 
executed fo readily. 

A cafe in fome degree like to this, was 
in St. Bartholomew’s about a year ago un- 
der the care. of Mr. Younge. It was in a 
boy about eleven years old. His ferotum 
was much inlarged, and contained fome- 
thing of confiderable fize; but there was 
neither pain, inflammation, tenfion, nor 
impediment in going to ftool: notwith- 
ftanding the abfence of all bad fymptoms, 
the boy, from the mere fize of the tumor, 
was prevented from doing any thing either 
by way of exercife or work. 

The operation was performed ; the her- 
nia, which was congenial, was both intef- 


' tinal, and omental. Iam fure Iam with- 


in the truth when I fay, that there were 
ten different adhefions of the omentum to 
the fac, and two to the tefticle: nor was 
this all, for the upper part of the fac was. 
fo narrow, that it might well have been > 

miftaken 
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miftaken for a ftri€ture made by the ten- 
don. ' , 

Had the portion of inteftine, in this 
cafe, been at any time increafed, fo as to 
have produced a ftricture, bad fymptoms 
would foon have come on, and what trou- 
ble might not have been expeéted from’ 
parts fo circumftanced ; not one of which 
could have been known previoufly to the 
operation. 


ao es 


A fudden attack of great pain in the bel- 
ly, attended with ficknefs and’ vomiting, 
and an incapacity of going to ftool, imply 
the probability of a rupture being the 
caufe; efpecially if the perfon fo at- 
tacked either has at that time, or has had 
one. | 
Pain in the belly, naufea, vomiting, 
and conftipation, are the general fymp- 
toms of an obftruction in fome part of 
the inteftinal canal, and denote among o- 
ther things, a perverfion, alteration, and, 
perhaps, fometimes, ceflation of its perif- 
taltic motion. ‘They do not indeed point 

| out 
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out what the particular caufe may be; but 
let it be what it may, if it be not foon re- 


moved, the patient muft fink. 


An incarcerated hernia, as it is called, 
is a difeafe caufed by fuch ftricture made on 
a part of the inteftinal canal, as not only 
{tops its proper motion, and prevents the 


paflage of the feces through it, but alfo 


hinders the circulation of blood through 


its veflels, and very foon induces a mortifi- 
cation. | | 

The fame fymptoms have fometimes been 
produced by an inflammation, or by a fpaf- 
modic affection of the fame part in perfons 


- who, if they have had a hernia, have not 


had any ftricture in it, and alfo in perfons 
who have had no hernia at all. 

The great and material difference be- 
tween the two cafes is, that in the one the 
fymptoms are occafioned by an affection of 
a part of the inteftinal tube thruft forth 
from its natural fituation within the belly, 
and begirt by a ftri¢ture ; and in the other, 
they arife from an affection of a part of the 
fame canal, not begirt, nor ‘thruft forth, 

but 
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but remaining in its proper place. The - 


general complaints attending each of thefe 
difeafes are fo alike, and are fo very diffi- 
cult to be diftinguifhed from each other, 


that whenever they appear to any violent. 


degree, the places in which hernie make 
their appearance ought always to be in- 
quired into or examined, more efpecially 
in women; for although the fymptoms re- 
femble each other fo much, the caufes of 


them are materially different, and render, 


one an object of furgery, while the other is 
not at all fo. Whoever. reflects on thefe 
facts, muft fee the propriety, or, indeed, 
the neceffity of fuch inquiry as may deter- 
mine the true nature of the malady; that 
a rupture, if it be the caufe, may be im- 
mediately reduced; or that not being the 


cafe, that the paffio illiaca may be proper-— 


ly treated. 

Thefe circumftances are fuch, that the 
hazard or fafety of the patient often de- 
pends upon them, and therefore require the 
very ferious attention of the pra¢titioner : 
but material as they are, they are not all, 

there 
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there are others which equally demand his 

regard. * © 
A rupture doth not preclude or prevent 
inflammation, or fpafm, or whatever elfe 
may be the caufe of mifchief from attack- 
ing any other part of the inteftinal canal 
not included within the hernial fac; nei- 
ther doth it prevent the fame kind of evils 
from falling on that part of the inteftine 
which is within the fac, and thereby. pro- 
‘ducing mifchief independant of the rupture, 
although affecting the part within, or 
caufing it: And it alfo fometimes happens, 
that perfons afflicted with unreduced, or 
irreducible ruptures, are rendered incapable 
of difcharging their feces per anum, by 
caufes which have not the leaft connection 
with, or dependance upon the rupture, or 
the inteftine contained within it. ‘Thus it 
becomes ‘a furgeon’s care to endeavour to 
be able not only to know when a hernia 
is the caufe of bad fymptoms, but alfo | 
when it is not; as his conduc upon thefe 
different — 


* The obfervation of Platner, who fays, ‘* Nec facile in- 
<¢ yveniuntur note quz oftendunt ex qua occafione inteftina — 
‘* Jaborant,”’ is ftri€tly juft and true. 
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different occafions muft be very materially 
different: for, on the one hand, if the mif- 
chief arifes from the inteftine being bound 
by a ftricture, nothing but the reduction 
of it by the hand, or the fetting it free by 
the chirurgic operation, can preferve the 
patient; but on the other, if the fymptoms 
proceed from another caufe, even though 
the portion of inteftine within the hernia 
fhould be the immediate feat of the evil, 
the attempts for reduction will be painful 
and vain, the operation at beft ufelefs, and 
moft probably prejudicial ; and if the feat 
‘and caufe of the mifchief be not within 
the rupture, both the laft-mentioned at- 
tempts become thereby ftill more impro- 
per, more ufelefs, and more pernicious. — 


Cur Ac So EuxXVis 


N old gentleman, who had for many 
years had an irreturnable rupture of 

the mixed kind, and which IJ had often 
feen, was feized with the fymptoms of an 
ob{truction in the inteftinal canal. 
| He 


a 
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He complained of great pain in his 
whole belly, but particularly about his 
navel; he was hot and reftlefs, and had 
a frequent inclination to vomit; his pulfe 


owas full, hard, and frequent; and he had 


gone, contrary. to his ufual cuftom, three 


days without a ftool. 


I examined his rupture very carefully ; 
the procefs was large and full, as ufual, but 
not at all tenfe or painful upon being hand- 


led; his belly was much fwollen and hard, 


and he could hardly bear the light preffure 
of a hand about his navel. Upon mature 
confideration of the whole, I was of opinion, 
that his rupture had no thare in his prefent _ 
complaints. But as fome of his fymptoms - 


-refembled thofe of a ftricture, I defired that 


more advice might be had. A phyfician 
and furgeon were called: I gave them ac- 
count of what [had feen of the cafe, of myo 
opinion concerning the irreducibility of the — 
rupture, and that it had no fhare in the pre- 
fent complaint; at the fame time defiring 
my colleague to examine for himfelf. ° We 
tried at reduction without fuccefs, but he 
thought that there was ftill a ftri€ture. The 

Doctor 
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Doctor ordered bleeding, glyfters, and ca- 
thartics ; the laft were immediately rejected 
by vomit, and the glyfter came away with- 
out any mixture of feces. Bleeding was 
repeated ad deliquium, the tobacco-fmoke 
was injected, but all to no purpofe. The 
operation was propoied, but as the cafe did 
not appear to me to require it, I could not, 
fecond the motion ; it was, however, men- 
tioned to the patient, who would not con- 
fent unlefs I would fay that I thought it ne- 
ceflary, and believed it would be fuccefsful : 
I could not fay either, becaufe I believed 
neither. Every thing elfe that art could 
fuggeft or practife, was tried; but on the 
fixth day he died. 

As it had been fuppofed that I was. 
wrong and pofitive, I was very glad that 
his friends chofe to have him opened. 

The hernial fac was thick and hard, and 
contained a large portion of omentum, a 
piece of the ileum, and a portion of the co- 
lon, all perfectly found, free from inflam- 
mation or ftritture, and irreturnable only | 
from. quantity. But the inteftine jejunum 

was 


( 
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was greatly diftended, highly iaganied, and, 
in fome. ih i: as“ 


Pe EN VN 4488 


OHN DEWELL, a man about thirty, 

was brought into St. Bartholomew’s, 
labouring, as was fuppofed, under an in- 
carcerated hernia. He had not had a ftool 
for three days, although he had taken both 
purges and glyfters; he vomited almoft in- 
ceffantly, his pulfe was hard and frequent, 
‘but not full, and his countenance befpoke 
death. 

He had a rupture j it was on the right 
fide, was clearly inteftinal, was foft, eafy, 
occafioned no pain upon being handled, and 
feemed to be capable of reduction ; but, 
after many trials, I found that I could not 
accomplifh that end, notwithftanding I ufed 
‘my utmoft endeavours; all which gave the 
man no uneafinefs, and therefore fatisfied 
me, that his fymptoms did not arife from 
his hernia, which was alfo the. patient’s own 
opinion. 


Moe AIL Xx Mr. 
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“Mr. Nourfe coming into the ward, I de- 
fired him to look at the man: He thought 
that, notwithftanding the feemingly quiet 
{tate of the rupture, a {mall portion of gut 
might be fo engaged, as to caufe his pre- 
fent mifchief, and therefore that the opera- 
tion was warrantable and proper. 

Suppofing it to be right at all, it could not 

be done too foon, and therefore we fet about 
- it immediately. 
_. The hernial fac was formed by the tunica 
vaginalis; it contained a portion of inteftine 
ileum, which had contracted a flight cohefi- 
on with the tefticle, but was fo perfely 
free from ftri@ure, that, when we had 
loofened it from its connection, we re- 
turned it into the belly without dividing | 
the tendon. 

-I was indeed afraid that the man would, 
have died before we could have got him to 
bed, but he lived till the next day. 

A portion of the colon within the belly 
had been in-a ftate of inflammation, was 
now plainly mortified, and quite black. 


CASE 


on RUPTURES, jog 
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_ WAS defired to be prefent at the open- 
ing of the body of a gentleman, whofe 
difeafe and death had occafioned fome al- 
tercation among thofe who had attended 
him. | 
‘The account given of him while living 
was, that to the age of fifty-fix he had 
enjoyed an uninterrupted ftate of health. 
That at the age of forty, he difcovered 
a rupture, for which he immediately took 
- advice; and put ona trufs: that the trufs 
not anfwering the purpofe, he foon threw 
_ it afide, and fuffered his rupture to take 
its courfe. That it gradually increafed 
until it became both vifible and trouble- 
fome. That he then applied to Mr. 
Sainthill, and Mr. Samuel Sharpe, both 
of whom endeavoured to reduce it; but in 
vain, and both advifed him to wear a 
fufpenfory bag, which he, from that time; 
had conftantly done. That from that time 
he had never complained of any uneafinefs 
but what was occafioned by its mere 


X 2 weight. 
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weight. That he very feldom miffed 
having a ftool every morning. ‘hat about 
two years before his death, he began to 
complain of frequent pain about his bladder 
and fundament. That thefe pains had af- 
fected him near three months before he 
found any alteration in his fecal difcharge; 
but that from that’ time, he had been con- 
{tantly coftive, and for the laft fix months, 
had never paffed a ftook without a very 
ftimulating purge, and “even then with 
great difficulty. ‘That he had frequently 
taken advice, had a variety of medicines 
_ prefcribed, from none ‘of which’ he ever 
reaped any other than the temporary benefit 
of purging. That in all this time, no 
alteration had ever been found or perceived 
in his rupture, either regarding its fize, 
or any other circumitance. ‘That for feven 
or eight weeks before his death, he had 
worn a very morbid afpect, was become 
exceedingly emaciated, and had totally loft 
all’ appetite, his pains alfo being more 
frequent,’ and more acute. And that for 
the lat week, he neither had, nor could 
obtain’any the fmalleft degree of ftool. ~~ 

| This 
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_ This fymptom had been, by thofe who 
were called to him laft, attributed to his 
hernia; and the operation had been much 
preffled on one fide, and objected to on the 
other. | 

The hernial fac was old, large, and 
thick ; its contents, omentum, much 
hardened, and a confiderable portion of the 
inteftine ileum, both perfectly found and 
unaltered, and not bound by the fmalleft 
degree of ftri€ture ; the ftomach, liver, 
fpleen, and {mall inteftines, without ble- 
mith, ‘but confiderably diftended ; but 
about five inches of that part of the colon 
neareft to the rectum was. fo contracted, 
that it was quite impervious, and fo har- 
dened, that it was like nothing fo little as 
a portion of gut. 


ee crn Ke 


} MAN, about forty, was brought 
“& to St. Bartholomew’s with a fup- 

pofed incarcerated hernia. 
He had a very fwollen, tight belly, 
X 3 a fre- 
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a frequent pain; and vomiting, and no 
ftools; and this had been the cafe for 
three days, during which time, very pro- 
per attempts had been made both for re- 
duction and paflage. 

Neither the fcrotum, nor the parts abiade 
the groin, feemed to indicate that the feat 
of the evil was there, although the parts 

were certainly too tenfe, and a portion of 
- inteftine was palpably in a hernial fac. It 
was Mr. Crane’s week, who was out of 
London; and Mr. Edmund Pitt, who act- 
ed for him, defired me to affift in the ope- 
ration, which was thought neceflary, as 
no difcharge per anum could be procured. 

The hernial fac was of the congenial 
kind, and contained a portion of {mall in- 
teftine, which did not feem much, if at 
all, bound by the tendon, but it was fo 
ftrongly and univerfally adherent to the 
neck of the fac, that it was impoflible to 
think of feparating it. A very unpleafant 
circumftance this. All that could be done 
was, to fet it free from all poflible ftric- 
ture, and if ftools could be procured, 
to tia afterwards as might be neceflary. 

Every 
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. Byery means, of purge, glyfter, &c, 
was ufed, but no paflage procured; and, 
on the fourth day from that of his admif- 
fion he died. Wate | 
The piece of inteftine, in the hernia, 
was that part of the ileum neareft to the 
colon, and which was in good order, only 
adherent ; but higher up toward the jeju- 
num, it was abfolutely impervious for 
more than three inches in length. © 

I have feen two other cafes fo nearly 
fimilar, that I need not repeat them. | 

The following cafe has fome circum- 
ftances which may poflibly be worth the 
reader’s notice. 


Cm a te Ales 


HOMAS MARSHALL, aged fifty- 
four, was brought into St. Bartho- 
Jomew’s hofpital, on the 25th of May, 
1764, with a large, painful, tumefied 
ferotum. The account which he gave of 
himfelf was, | 
That, in his childhood, he had been 
X 4 afflicted 
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afflicted with a gut-rupture, for which he 


had’ worn ‘a trufs until the rupture was 
fuppofed to have been cured. © That he 
had always been a regular, temperate, and 
hard-working man. That, on the 23d of 
April, he felt, while he was at work, a 
fudden, violent attack of a colic-pain, 
which,’ in a few hours, was followed by a 
flight purging. That, his pain not ceafing, 
he took fome tin@ture of rhubarb, from 
which he had three or four more motions. 
That, in the evening of the fecond day, 
he found a confiderable {welling in his 
groin and ferotum, on the fide where his 
rupture had formerly been. That, on the 
third, he went to work again, although 
he had much pain in his belly, and a 
purging, That, on the fourth, he took 
fomething of the cordial kind, given him 
by a neighbour, and ftaid at home all that 
day and the next, during which he was 
pretty eafy, but had feveral loofe ftools. 
That, on the feventh day from that of his 
being firft taken ill, he went to work a- 
gain, but was again attacked with fevere 
pain, and frequent vomiting; immediately 

after 
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after which, he found the {welling in his 
{crotum confiderably increafed. That, 
from this time, he was fo much, and fo 
conftantly uneafy, as to be obliged to keep 
his bed, it being the only place in which | 
he could put himfelf in a tolerably eafy 
pofture. And that during the whole time, 
from the 2gth. of April to the 25th of 
May, he had very feldom had lefs than 
two ftools every day; often more. 

_/The man was much emaciated, had a 
quick» pulfe, a hot fkin, and confiderable 
thirft: the fcrotum was now very much 
en the ftretch, began to put on a purple 
kind’ of colour, and had, at the fame time, 
a watry load in its cellular membrane, but 
palpably contained:a large quantity of fluid 
in the tunica vaginalis teftis. The whole 
tumor had a pyriform kind of figure; the 
f{permatic: procefs was hard and large, and 
clearly contained fomething which paffed 
into it from the belly, but which fome- 
thing didnot defcend below the upper part 
of the fcrotum, while the lower part of 
the fame was. fo diftended, as to be half 
way down the thigh, and was palpably fil- 
led by a fluid. 

The 
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‘The ftate-of the parts were fuch, that it 
became neceffary to do fomething, left 
they fhould mortify. I made, with all 
poflible caution, an incifion through the 
loaded integuments into the cavity of the 
tunica vaginalis, and gave difcharge to near 
a quart of the moft offenfive brown liquor : 
upon the difcharge of this, the lower part 
all fubfided; but the upper remained the 
fame. I then, with a crooked probe- 
pointed knife, divided the whole from be- 
low upward, and found that the bag con- 
taining the fluid was a congenial hernial 
fac, whofe internal furface had all the ap- 
pearance of being mortified ; and that the 
body, in its upper part, was a portion of 
inteftine. This portion had, on its fur- 
face, feveral black and truly {phacelated 
fpots, fome larger, and fome fmaller; but 
the gut was ftill intire, and appeared mo- 
derately diftended with wind. I paffed my 
finger through the opening in the abdomi- 
nal mufcle, and could not find that it 
made the fmalleft degree of ftricture; but 
found, at the fame time, that the inteftine 
was fo firmly adherent to the fac, that, in 
its 
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its prefent ftate, it was equally impoffible 
to return, as to detach it. That night 
the man had two good ftools, and next 
morning, when I expected to have found 
him dead, he was confiderably better. 
_ I again examined the parts, to fee whe- 
_ ther the inteftine could be returned ; but 
again found that, had it been advifeable, it 
was impra¢ticable. The third day he was 
ftill better, and had a figured ftool. 

As it appeared highly improbable, that 
the mortified {pots on the gut fhould caft 
off without leaving a breach in the intef- 
tine; I thought that the beft that could 
happen, would be a difcharge of fxces 
through the wound, at leaft for a time : but 
Iwas miftaken, for at the end of five days, 
_ during which he had taken the bark freely, 
all the efchars caft off, by a florid, good 
incarnation, and leaving no breach at all, | 
the man ‘became eafy, chearful, and eo 
to take nourifhment. 

From this time, the portion of inteftine 
in the groin feemed daily to retire upward, 
and become lefs vifible, and I began to en- 
tertain hope that we fhould fee a very for- 

tunate 
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tunate termination of this very miferable 
cafe. For the fpace of ten days he took 
the bark freely, and feemed every day bet- 
ter and better; but at the end of that time, 
he became again feverifh and languid; in- 
ftead of his ufual freedom of ftool, none 
could be procured, and he died. 

The prolapfed gut had retired fo much, 
that, had the man lived, I make no doubt 
that it would have been included within 
the fore, and been firmly healed over: the 
places which had been {fphacelated, were 
quite healed; but about four inches of that 
part of the inteftine, which was juft within 
the belly, was fo contracted as to become 
quite impervious, and perfectly {cirrhous. 

The intelligent will, I make no doubt, 
remark on fome parts of this cafe; and 
therefore I {hall trouble him with one only, 
which is, that {phacelated {pots on the fur- 
face of an inteftine are not always, and ab- 
folutely, a prohibition againft returning 
fuch inteftine into the belly. 


CASE 


Bm 
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WAS defired to meet Dr. De Valangin, 

Mr. Godman, and Mr. Boigue, in the 
‘cafe of a hernia with ftricture. 

The patient was a man about the mid- 
dle of life, his rupture was, I think, on 
his left fide, and when I faw him he had 
not had a ftool for feveral days, though the 
ufual means had been ufed. Upon exami- 
ning the parts, they made as bad an ap- 
pearance as poflible: they had been tumid, 
full, and inflamed, they were now funk, 
flaccid, and completely mortified: not- 
withftanding which, I could not fay that the 
man appeared fo near to death, as fuch 
an appearance would indicate ; but at the. 
fame time fo materially ill, that I could 
not fuppofe that he could receive any be- 
nefit from the art of furgery. 

- ‘The true intent of the operation, that 
of fetting the gut free from the ftricture, 
was of no confideration here: the ftricture 
had done all its mifchief; if the man was 
| to 
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to live, the mortified parts muft caft off ; 
and if he was to die, I thought it was bet- 
ter that we fhould not even appear to have 
a {hare in his death, by an operation which 
I thought could not be ferviceable, and 
might be mifconftrued. 

This was truly my opinion, and I gave- 
it as fuch. But, overcome by the impor- 
tunity of the patient’s wife, and to avoid 
feeming to be either carelefs or brutal, I 
was prevailed on to divide the parts. The 
fcrotum, integuments in the groin, and 
hernial fac, were completely and truly 
thortified ; the portion of inteftine, which 
certainly was not lefs than three inches, 
was in the fame ftate, funk, empty, (hav- 
ing burft) and as black as a coal; the of- 
fence was terrible, but the man faired no 
pain, as the parts were totally void of fen- 
fation. 
 Icontented myfelf with merely dividing 
the {crotum and hernial fac, and left the 
rotten inteftine as it was, lying in the 
eroin on the outfide of the ring, concluding 
that a very fhort pare of time would de- - 
termine the poor man’s fate, and that not 


favourably. 
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favourably. The gentlemen whom I had 
met continued to attend, and to take care 
of him: the mortified parts caft off; he 
difcharged his feces through his wound 
for fome time, but that, in no great length 
of time, ceafed; and within the fpace of a 
month, I faw him in very good health, 
difcharging all his feces per anum, and 
having only a fmall, clean, and healing 
fore, where his wound had been. - How 
the feces paffed from the ileum to the 
colon, after the mortified parts were thrown 
off, Iam, confidering the fize of the por- 
tion of gut, really at a lofs to account for ; 
but very fure I am, that if the advice given 
by all writers, in thefe cafes, to cut off 
the piece of mortified inteftine, and faften 
the found part to the upper part of the 
wound, had been followed, the man would 
have paffed the remainder of his life in a 
much more unpleafant manner. 


Hernia 
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Hernia vefice urinarie. 


Hernia formed by a protrufion of 

a portion of the urinary bladder 
through the opening in the abdominal 
mufcle into the groin or ferotum, is a dif- 
eafe, fometimes, but not very frequently 
met with. 

It has been taken notice of by many 
writers of chara¢ter, and has been accu-- 
rately defcribed by Monf. Verdier, and 
Mr. Samuel ‘Sharpe. 

Whoever is acquainted with the fer ucture 
and difpofition of the peritoneum, with- 
out which knowledge he cannot underftand 
a hernia at all, knows that the bladder is 
only covered in part by that membrane, 
and that its inferior and lateral parts lie on 
the outfide of it, in the tela cellulofa. _ 

That portion of the bladder which is 
liable to this protrufion, is not covered by 
the peritoneum; confequently, when it is: 
thruft forth, it does not carry with it any 
part of the faid membrane ; and therefore 
cannot have what is called a hernial fac ; 
| in 
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in which it differs from ci? 9h other kind 
of hernia. 

The two following are the only cafes I 
ever met with. 


© Ps SE RM 


Poor fellow, who worked with a 
farmer at Iflin eton, came to St. Bar- 
tholomew’s with a large, troublefome fwel- 
ling inhis fcrotum. The tumor was large, 
tenfe, of a pyriform figure, palpably con- 
tained a fluid, gave no pain but from its © 
weight when full, and had every mark of 
a hydrocele, except that the tefticle was 
perfectly diftinguifhable at its bottom. __ 
While I was hefitating concerning this — 
circumftance, the man faid, fir, I can get 
rid of it all by pifling, but it fills again in 
‘a few hours, efpecially if I drink. 
Upon my feeming to difbelieve what he 
faid, he took up his fcrotum, and {queez- 
‘ing it together with fome violence, dif- 


‘charged the whole by the urethra. 


Wou. Ill. Y CASE 
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nk a. bos Se ae 


BOY, about fix years old, was feiz- 
_ed with an acute pain about the re- 


gion of the pubes; it lafted near an hour 


and half, and fuddenly ceafing, he became 
perfectly eafy. During the time his pain 


lafted he could not difcharge a drop of | 


water, though he endeavoured fo to do, 
but as it ceafed he piffed freely. In a few. 


days after, a {mall tumour was difcovered © 


about the fize of a pea, in the fpermatic 
procefs, juft below the groin: it gave the 
child no pain, and therefore no notice was 
taken of it. By flow degrees it defcended 
lower and lower, and as it defcended, it 
feemed to increafe in fize: when it had 
got to the upper part of the fcrotum, it 
was obferved to be confiderably enlarged ; 
and the boy now found himfelf more fre- 
quently urged to make water, but without 
pain or difficulty. He was examined bya 
practitioner or two in his neighbourhood, 
hla not knowing what to make of it, 
| advifed 
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advifed the letting it alone. Within the 
{pace of five years it got down to the — 
bottom of the fcrotum, and when it was 
there it was obferved to-increafe much 
fafter than it had done before. . The boy 
was at a confiderable diftance from London, 
and it ill-fuited his friends to fend him 
thither, fo that another year pafied before 
he was fent up; which was done at the 
age of thirteen, the {welling being now 
troublefome upon any motion. | 

Some, who firft faw him, deemed it a 
{cirrhous tefticle, and advifed caftration, 
to which the friends of the boy would not 
~— fubmit. ey 

From the mioft careful examination I 
could make, I could not think that it was 
formed by the tefticle; but on the other 
hand, I could not find any tefticle on that 
fide. 

The fwelling was perfectly ayy in its 
furface, was indolent, had a ftony, in- 
compreflible kind of hardnefs,. was trou- 


_~blefome from its. weight, but never occa- 


fioned pain in the back or loins: it had all 
fg appearance of being dependant from 
AE | the 
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the fpermatic procefs; which procefs, 
‘though it had neither the feel, nor the 
appearance of being difeafed, yet. was 
larger than it fhould be, and than that on 
the other fide. The perfect equality of 
the tumour, its being perfe@ly free from 
‘pain, even when preffed hard, and its 
extreme incomprefitbility, led me to believe 
it was not the tefticle ; but this was merely | 
negative information. The trouble it now 
gave the boy, and its difpofition to increafe, 
feemed to authorife its removal ; and the 
‘ftate both of the part and of the child were 
no prohibitions. I therefore propofed and 
undertook it. I made an incifion through 
‘the (kin and cellular membrane, the whole 
length of the procefs and fcrotum, ~ by 
means of which I difcovered'a firm, white, 
‘membranous bag, or cy{t, connected:loofe- 
ly with the cellular membrane in the fame 
manner as a hernial fac. I diffected all the 
Anterior pert of this bag, quite clean, and 
“found that, as I traced it upward, it be- 
came narrower, and feemed to proceed 
from the upper part of the groin. This 
; Sepiaaace, me to’ try. if I could not clear it 

4 from 
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from its pofterior connection; in doing 
which, I difcovered a tefticle which lay 
immediately behind the body forming the 
tumour, and was fmall, flat, and com- 
preffed. 

The diffection of this, sad of the {per- 
matic chord from the bag and from its 
neck, which I was obliged to do in order 
to preferve the tefticle, took up fome time, 
and gave me fome trouble; but when I 
had finifhed it, I found that the cyft was 
dependant from, and continuous with ‘a 
membranous duct about the breadth of the 
largeft wheat-ftraw, or, what it was more 
like to, a human ureter, which pafled out 


from the abdomen through the opening in 


the mufcle. 

When I had perfectly cieand this dud& 
from all. conneGtion with the f{permatic. 
chord, I cut it off immediately above the 
tumour, and upon the divifion, there iflued 
forth about four ounces of a clear liquor, 
and the mouth of the cyft, expanding | 
itfelf, difclofed a ftone, exactly refembling 
what is found in the human bladder. 

As there was not the leaft appearance of 

13 fluid, 
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fluid, either in the bag or in its neck, be- 
fore the divifion, its immediate effufion, 
and the appearance of the ftone, induced 
me to believe, that the cafe was a hernia 
cyftica. In order to be certain, I ftaid 
- fome time ; and when I thought that fome 
‘quantity of urine might have paffed from 
the kidnies, I defired the boy to try to 
make water: he did fo, and a large ftream 
of urine flowing through the wound, in- 
fiead of the urethra, put the matter out of | 
all doubt. 

- He was dreffed fuperficially, had no one 
bad fymptom, though a portion of the 
bladder was totally removed: his urine 
came through the wound in his groin for 
about a fortnight; but as that wound 
healed, it refumed its natural courfe, and 
the patient has remained free from com- 
plaint ever fince, except that the natural 
fize of his bladder being leffened by the 
extirpation of a part, he is obliged to dif- 
charge his urine rather more frequently, 


CASE 
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An Ovarian Hernia: 


A Heatthe young woman about twen- 
ty-three was taken into St. Bartho- 
lomew’s hofpital on account of two {mall 
fwellings, one in each groin, which for 
fome months had been fo painful, that fhe 
could not do her work as a fervant. 

The tumors were perfectly free from in- 
flammation, were. foft, unequal in their 
furface, very moveable, and lay juft on 
‘the outfide of the tendinous opening in 
each of the oblique .mufcles, through 
which they feemed to have pafied. _ 

The woman was in full health, large 
breafted, ftout, and menftruated regularly, 
had-no obftruétion to the difcharge per 
anum, nor any complaint but what arofe 
from the uneafinefs thefe tumors gave her, - 
when fhe ftooped or moved fo as to prefs 
them. : 

She was the patient of Mr. Nourfe. He 
let her blood and purged her, and took all 

YA poffible 
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poffible pains to return the parts through 
the openings through which they had clear- 
ly pafied out. 

He found all his attempts fruitlefs, as 
did Mr. Sainthill and myfelf; and the wo- 
man being incapacitated from getting her 
bread, and defirous to fubmit to any 
| thing for relief, it was agreed to remove 

them. ig ks 

The fkin and membrana adipofa being 
divided, a fine membranous bag came into 
view, in which was a body fo exadtly re- 
fembling a human ovarium, that it was 
impoflible to take it for any thing elfe; a 
ligature was made on it, clofe to the ten- 
don, and it was cut off. ‘The fame opera- 
tion was done on the other fide; and the 
appearance, both at the time of operating, 
and in the examination of the parts re- 
moved, were exactly the fame. 

She has enjoyed good health ever fince, 
but is become thinner and more apparent- 
ly mufcular; her breafts, which were large, 
are gone; nor has fhe ever menftruated 
fince the operation, which is now fome 
years. 

OBSER- 


OBSERVATI‘ON'S 
ON THE 


SOE HOA TOON 


OF THE 


2, OE Saw DOD EE TT. 


HE powers and virtues of the Peru- 

vian bark are known to almoft 

every practitioner in phyfick and 
furgery. Among the many cafes in which 
its merit is particularly and juftly cele- 
brated, are the diftempers called gangrene 
and mortification; its general power of 
ftopping the one, and refifting the other, 
have made no inconfiderable addition to, 
the fuccefs of the chirurgic art; but {till 
there is a particular fpecies even of thefe, 
in which this noble medicine moft fre~- 
quently 
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quently fails: I mean that particular kind, 
which, beginning at the extremity of one 
or more of the fmall toes, does, in more 
or lefs time, pafs on to the foot and ancle, 
and fometimes to a part of the leg, and in | 
{pite of all the aid of phyfick and furgery, 
moft commonly deftroys the patient. - 

It is very unlike to the mortification 
from inflammation, to that from external 
cold, from ligature, or bandage, or to that 
which proceeds from any known and vifible 
caufe, and this as well in its attack as in 
its procefs. In fome few inftances it makes 
its appearance with little or no pain; but, 
in by much the majority of thefe cafes, 
the patients feel great uneafinefs through 
the whole foot and joint of the ancle, par- 
ticularly in the night, even before thefe 
parts fhow any mark of diftemper, or be- 
fore there is any other than a {mall difco- 
joured fpot on the end of one of the little — 
toes. - 

It generally makes its firft appearance on 
the infide, or at the extremity, of one of the 
fmaller toes, by a fmall, black, or bluith 
fpot: from this fpot the cuticle is always 

| found 
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found to be detached, and the fkin under 
it to be of a dark red colour. 

If the patient has lately cut his nails, or 
corn, it is moft frequently, though very 
unjuftly, fet to the account of fuch opera- 
tion. . | 
Its progrefs in different fubje@s, and 
under different circumftances, is different ; 
in fome it is flow and long in pafling from 
toe to toe, and from thence to the foot and 
ancle ; in others its progrefs is rapid, and 
horridly painful: it generally begins on 
the infide of each fmall toe, before it is 
vifible either on its under or upper part ; 
and when it makes its attack on the foot, 
the upper part of it firft fhows its diftem- 
_ pered ftate, by tumefaction, change of 
colour, and fometimes by vefication; but 
wherever it is, one of the firft marks of 
it is a feparation or detachment of the cu- 
ticle. ; | 
‘ Each fex is liable to it; but for one 
female in whom [| have met with it, I 
think I may fay, that I have feen it in at 
leaft twenty males. I think alfo that I 
have much more often found it in the rich 

and 
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and voluptuous, than in the labouring 
poor; more often in great eaters, than 
free drinkers. It frequently happens to 
perfons advanced in life, but is by no_ 
means peculiar to old age. It is not, in 
general, preceded or accompanied by ap- 
parent diftemperature either of the part, 
or of the habit. I do not know any par- 
ticular kind of conftitution which is more 
liable to it than another ; but as far as my 

obfervation goes, I think that I have moft 
frequently obferved it to attack thofe who 
have been fubject to flying uncertain 
pains in their feet, which they have called 
gouty, and but feldom in thofe who have 
been accuftomed to have the gout regularly 
and fairly. It has, by fome, been fup- 
pofed to arife from an offification of veffels ; 
but for this opinion I never could find any 
- foundation but mere conje@ure. 

The common method of treatigg this 
diftemper is, by fpirituous fomentations, 
cataplafms actually and potentially warm, 
by dreflings of the digeftive kind, as they 
are called, animated with warm, pungent, 
oils and balfams, é&c, and, seh ue by 
the Peruvian bark. | 

I with 


o , 
or THE TOES ano FEET. 335 


I with I could fay that this, which, with 
‘little alteration, has been the general 
practice, had been moft frequently, or 
even often fuccefsful; but I am, from 
long and repeated experience, obliged to 
fay, that it-has -not. 

I am fenfible that many of ‘my readers. 
will be furprized at my affirming, that the 
Peruvian bark will not {top a mortification, 
a diftemper in which, for fome years, it 
has ‘been regarded as {pecific; but I muft 
beg not to be mifunderftood: I mean to 
confine my obfervation and my objection 
to this particular {pecies of mortification, 
which I regard as being fui generis: and 
under this reftridtion I muft repeat, that I 
have feldom, if ever, feen the bark fuc- 
cefsful: in all other cafes, wherein it is 
ufed or recommended, no man has a higher 
opinion of it; but in this I cannot give it 
a praife which it does not deferve. 

- I believe I may venture to fay, that I 
have tried it as fairly, as fully, and as 
varioufly as any man has or can: I have 
given it in the largeft quantity, at the 
fhorteft intervals, and for the longeft pof- 
| fible 
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fible {pace ; that is, as long as the patient’s 
life would permit: I have given it by 
itfelf in decoction, extract, and fubftance ; 
I have combined all thefe together; I have 
joined it with nitre, fal. abfynth. with , 
fnake-root, with confec&t. cardiac. with 
volatile falts, and with mufk, as different 
circumftances feemed to require, or admit: 
I have ufed it as fomentation, as poultice, 
as drefling; I have affifted it with every 
thing which has been ufually thought 
capable of procuring, or affifting digeftion; ’ 
till the diftemper has continued its courfe, — 
perhaps a httle more flowly, but ABS it 

has ended in death. sti 
I am forry to rob one of our els me- 
dicines of any part of its fuppofed merit, 
but as on the one hand; its claim, in this 
inftance, is unjuft, and, as on the other, 
I hope to add as much to the character of 
another, the res medica will be no fufferer. 
Some time ago, I had a patient labour- 
ing under this complaint, who, from 
antipathy, obftinacy, or fome other caufe, 
could not be prevailed on to take bark in 
any form whatever. I made ufe of every 
argument 
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argument, but'to no purpofe: fomentation, 
poultice, and the ufual dreflings were ap- 
plied in the ufual manner; the difeafe ad- 
vanced fome days more, fome days lefs, 
and at the end of a fortnight, the {mall 
toes were all completely mortified, the 
great one become blackifh, the foot much 
{wollen, altered in colour, and the difeafe 
feeming to advance with fuch hafty ftrides, 
that I fuppofed a very few days would 
determine the event. The pain in the 
foot and ancle was fo great, and fo con- 
tinual, as totally to deprive the patient of 
fleep. On this account, and merely to 
procure fome remiflion, I gave two grains 
of opium at night, which not having the 
defired effect, I repeated it in the morning. 
Finding, during the following day, fome 
advantage, I repeated the fame dofe night 
and morning, for three days; at the end 
of which time the patient became quite 
eafy, and the appearances on the foot and 
ancle were vifibly more favourable. En- 
couraged by this, I increafed the quantity - 
of the medicine, giving one grain every 
three or four hours, taking care to watch 

its 


338 «0C« Ow tHE MORTIFICATION 


its narcotic effet, and to keep the belly 
empty by glyfters. In nine days from the 
firftt adminiftration of the opium, all the 
tumefaction of the foot and ancle totally 
fubfided, the fkin recovered its natural 
colour, and all the mortified parts plainly 
began to feparate; in another week they 
were all loofe, and cafting off, the matter | 
was good, and the incarnation florid. 
‘During the whole -of this time, I con- 
tinued the ufe of the opium, varying its 
quantity as circumftances required, but 
never gave lefs than three or four desi in 
twenty-four hours. — 

When the floughs were all caft off, the 
bones feparated, and I had only a clean 
fore to drefs and heal, I Lobe tii left off | 
the medicine. 

Tam very willing to weendoreage that 
however well-pleafed I might be with the 
event of this cafe, yet I really regarded it 
as accidental; fo much fo, that having 
very foon after another opportunity, I did 
not care to truft to opium alone, but join- 
ed the bark with it. The event was e- 
‘qually fortunate. But although fF had 
: - eine, 


or THE TOES anp FEET. 339 


joined the cortex with the extractum the- 
- baicum, and did therefore attribute the 
fuccefs to their united powers, yet the 
effec was fo very unlike to what-I had ever 
feen from the bark without opium, that I 
could not avoid ferioufly, and often reflect- 
ing on it, and determining to ufe it by it- 
felf, whenever another opportunity fhould 
offer. I did fo, and fucceeded in the fame 
happy manner, though under the very 
difagreeable circumftances of feventy years 
of age, a broken, diftempered conftitution, 
and the difeafe making a hafty progrefs. 

- Toorelate cafes which are nearly, or at 
leaft materially fimilar, is of no ufe: I 
fhall therefore only fay, that every oppor- 
tunity, which I have had fince of making 
the experiment, has {till more and more 
convinced me of the great value and utility 
of this medicine, and of its power: of ref- 
cuing from pinioagtaegie perfons under this 
affliction. 

I cannot fay that-it has never failed me: 
it certainly has ; but:then ithas been under 
fuch circumftances, as I think would fairly 
account for the failure. | 7 

Vor. Ill. v4 I thould 
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» I thould be exceedingly forry to be mif- 
underftood; I fhould ‘be ftill more fo to 
miflead any body ; and therefore I beg it 
may be noticed, that I do not propofe the 
extractum. thebaicum, in this cafe, as:an 
univerfal, infallible fpecific; I know, from 
experience, that it is not; but as Lalfo 
_know, from repeated experience, that it 
will, under proper management and direc- 
tion, do more than any, or than all other 
medicines; and that I have, by means of 
it, faved fome lives; which, I am very 
fure, would, under the common, and moft 
approved method of treatment, without it, 
have been loft, I could not anfwer to 
myfelfi the not communicating what I had — 
aurea 

If this «was.an ékificeimientye in wheal the 
life or limb,. or health of the patient, .was 
in any, degree endangered, or by which the 
perfon,.on whom it may: be tried, could, 
-in any degree, be injured, I fhould have 
withheld what I now publith, until a great- 
er length of time, and more experience, 
had rendered..it. {till more abfolutely cer- 
tain; and I thould have thought. myfelf 
bino  ftrictly 
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is a’ medicine, whofe general effeéts are 
well known, and which is, at the fame 
time, fo capable of direétion and manage= 
ment, that it is almoft impoffible for any 
perfon who deferves to be trufted with me- 
dicine at all, to do any material harm with 
it, I thought it would be wrong and unjuft © 
to conceal what had occurred to me, left I 7 
might thereby deprive the afflicted of an 
afliftance which, I verily believe, is not to 
be obtained from any other quarter. 

In thort, from what I have feen and 
done, I am perfeétly convinced that, by its 
means, and by its means folely, I have 
faved lives which, without it, muft have 
been loft. Ad 

‘If it preferves a few. of thofe, who are 
fo unfortunate to labour under this nafty, 
painful, lingering, and deftruGtiive dif. - 
order, to which we are all-liable, and 
which has hitherto, moft frequently, foil~ 
ed all attempts of art, I fhall be fincerely 
glad to have contributed to fo good an 
end: if it fhould prove in other hands 
as fuccefsful as it has with me, I thall 

ZL 2 be 
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be ftill more fo; but, on the other hand, 
if, after feveral:times giving me reafon to 
believe and: hope that it would prove an 
inftrument for the prefervation of many, 
it fhould,: upon. more repeated trial, . be 
found to fad, bfhall be forry for the event, 
but fhall ftill think, that I did right in 
communicating what I had feen, and 
_ thereby endeavouring to be ufeful to man= 
kind. | 


Hoc opus, hoc ftudium, parvi properemusetampli, 
Sipatriz volumus, fi nobis viverfe cari. 

Tf I am right in my conjecture con- 
cerning this hazardous and. deftructive 
malady; and if the method which I have 
propofed and practifed, fhould prove as 
faécefsful in the hands of others as it has 
ia mine, I cannot help thinking, that the 
external or chirurgic treatment of the dif- 
order might be amended; that is, might 
be made to coincide more than it does at 
prefent with fuch foothing kind of plan... 

Since I have had reafon to embrace this 
Opinion, and to act in conformity to it, 
{have found more. advantage from fre- 

— quently 
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quently foaking the foot and ancle in warm 
milk, than from any fpirituous, or aro-~ 
matic fomentations whatever; that is, I 
have found the one more capable of alle- 
viating the pain, which fuch patients al- 
moft always feel, than the other; which 
circumftance I regard as a very material 
one. Pain is always an evil, but, in this 
particular cafe, I look upon it as being 
fingularly fo. Whatever heats, irritates, 
ftimulates, or gives uneafinefs, appears to 
me always to increafe the diforder, and 
to add to the rapidity of its progrefs ; and, 
on the contrary, I have always found, 
that whatever tended merely to calm, to 
appeafe, and to relax, at leaft retarded the 
mifchief if it did no more. 

The whole plan of the chirurgic treat- 
ment of this difeafe is founded on a general 
idea of warming, invigorating, ftimu- 
lating, and refifting putrefation ; and the 
means generally made ufe of are very pro- 
per for fuch purpofe: but I muft own that 
T think the Sales or intention, to be 
improper. 

Upon this principle, the old hicreada 
Londinenfis, and the prefent cataplafma e 

: 3 Cymino, 


344 Own tHe MORTIFICATION 


Cymino, have been, and fti]l are, fo freely 
ufed on this occafion. A compofition of 
this kind, if it does any thing, muft heat 
and ftimulate, and it is by heating and 
ftimulating the fkin, to which it is applied, 
that it fo frequently does that mifchief 
which I am confident it often does, though 
fuch mifchief is fet to the account of the 
nature of the diforder. Cafes exactly fimi- 
lar, in all circumftances, are not to be 
met with every day, but I am from expe- 
rience convinced, that of two, as nearly 
fimilar as may be, in point of pain, if the 
one be treated in the ufual manner, with a 
warm, ftimulating cataplafm, and the other 
only with a poultice made of the fine farina 
feminis lini, in boiling milk or water, 
mixed with ung. fambuc. or frefh butter, 
that the pain, and the progrefs of the dif- 
. temper, will be much greater and quicker 
in the former than in the latter. 

When the black or mortified {pot has — 
fairly made its appearance on one or more > 
of the toes, it is the general practice to 
{carify or cut into fuch altered part with 


the point of a knife or lancet. If this in- 
cifion 
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cifion be made merely to learn whether the 
part be mortified or not, it is altogether 
unneceflary, the detachment of the cuticle, 
and the colour of the fkin, render that a : 
decided point: if it be not made quite 
through the efchar, it can ferve no purpofe 
at all; if it be made quite through, as 
there is no confined fluid to give difcharge 
to, it can only ferve to convey fuch medi- 
cines as may be applied for the purpofe of 
procuring digeftion to parts capable of 
feeling their influence, and on this account 
they are fuppofed to be beneficial, and 
therefore right. 

When the upper part of the ke begins 
to part with its cuticle and to change colour, 
it is a practice with many to fcarify imme- 
diately ; here, as in the preceding inftance, 
if the {carifications be too fuperficial, they 
mutt be ufelefs, if they be fo deep, as to 
caufe a flight hemorrhage, and to reach 
the parts which have not yet loft their fen- 
fibility, they muft do what indeed they 
are generally intended to do, that is, give 
the medicines, which fhall be applied, an 


opportunity of acting on fuch parts, 
Z 4 The 
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_ The medicines moft frequently made ufe 
of for this purpofe are, like the theriaca, 
chofen for this fuppofed aétivity ; and con- 
fitt of the warm, pungent oils and balfams, 
whofe action muft neceffarily be to ftimu- 
late and irritate; from thefe qualities they 
moft frequently excite pain, which, ac- 
cording to my idea of the difeafe, is dia- 
metrically oppofite to the proper curative 
intention ; and this I am convinced of from 
repeated experience. 

The dreffings cannot confift-of materials 
which are too foft and lenient ; nor are any 
{carifications necefiary for their application. 
But I would go farther and fay, that {ca- 
rifications are not only ufelefs, but, in 
my opinion, prejudicial, by exciting pain, 
the great and chiefly to be dreaded evil 
a this complaint. The poultice fhould 
be alfo foft, f{mooth, and unhirritating ; its 
intention fhould be merely to foften and 
relax; it fhould comprehend the whole 
foot, ancle, and part of the leg; and 
fhould always be fo moift or greafy as not 
to be likely to become at all dry or hard, 
between one drefling and another. 
T will 
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. J will trouble the reader. sai sisning only one 

remark more. 

When: the toes ate, to all appearance, 
perfectly mortified, and feem fo loofe as to 
be capable of being eafily taken away, ‘it is, 
in general, thought right to remove them. 
However rotten and loofe they may feem to 
be, or really are, yet while they hold on, 
they hold by fomething which is ftill endued 
with fenfation, as may always be known, 
if they be bent back or twifted with any 

_ degree of violence. 

I will not enter into a difpute about the 
fenfibility or infenfibility of ligaments, nor 
undertake to determine whether they be 
ligaments or any other kind of parts which 
{till maintain the connection of the toes 
with their own refpective joints, or with 
the metatarfal bones; it is fufficient for 
me to know, and to inform the young 
_ practitioner, that however loofe they may 
feem, yet if they be violently twifted off, 
or the parts, by which they hang, be di-. 
vided, a very confiderable degree of pain 
will moft commonly attend fuch operation, 
which therefore had much better be avoid- 
ed; and that I have feen this very pain, 


thus 
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thus produced, bring on frefh mifchief, 
and that of the gangrenous kind. 

If the patient does well, thefe parts will 
certainly drop off: if he does not, no good 


can rife from removing them. 
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REMARKS, @. 


MONG the various objeéts of Phyfic 
and Surgery, there are unfortunately 
fome, in which all the efforts of both have 
hitherto been found abfolutely ineffectual, 
and which therefore have: always made a 
very difagreeable, and melancholy part of 
practice. | . | 
To remove, or even to relieve any of the 
miferies to which mankind are liable, is 
a very fatisfactory employment; but to at- 
tend on a diftemper from its beginning, 
through a long and painful courfe, to its 
laft, fatal period, without even the hope of 
being able to do any thing which fhall be 
really ferviceable; is, of all fe the moft 
-unpleafant. 
In 


34 On tHe PALSY 


In.fuch cafes, any attempts, however 
hazardous, provided they were rational, 
would be juftifiable ; certainly then, what- 
ever is not in itfelf dangerous, and affords 
the fmalleft ray of hope, ought to be em- 
braced. 

Some little time ag0 I gave to the paplic 
an account of the fuccefs which I had feen 
attend the free ufe of opium in mortifica- 
tions of the toes and feet ; particularly in 
thofe which began, or were attended with 
great pain.. | 

In that publication I ily related the 
fact, as it had happened under my own 
eye; L entered into no reafoning about it ; 
nor did I give to the medicine any greater 
degree of credit than it appeared to me'to 
defetve ; I did not propofe it as a certain 
{pecific, or as aremedy whofe fuccefs was | 
always and: infallibly, or indeed evenxges 
nerally to be depended upon; I acknow- 
iedged, that I had feveral times {een it fail ; 
but as I had.alfo feveral times feen it fuc- 
ceed, as I was very fure that no hazard 
could poflibly attend the experiment, and, 
as ia beft and moft experienced practi-_ 

_ tioners 
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tioners were obliged to allow, that they 
were not yet acquainted with any means 
whereby they were enabled to prevent the 
fatal effects of this moft horrid diftemper, 
or even to retard.its daily and painful ra- 
vages, I thought it) my duty to make known 
as early as I could, what I had feen, that 
others might make the fame trial, and 
thereby propagate the benefit... Had any 
other means of relief been known to the 
faculty, and this had therefore appeared to 
me only in the light of another, or a pre- 
ferable one, I fhould certainly have with- 
held my obfervations, until more time had 
verified and’ confirmed them, and thereby 
have proved the fuperior utility of what I 
had to propofe: but as the fact was directly 
the contrary, as opium was the only me- 
-dicine which I had ever feen prove really, 
and effentially ferviceable; as it had fuc- 
ceeded fo often, and to fuch a degree,’ as to 
fatisfy me that much good might be ex- 
pected from it; and.as I was perfectly fure 
that not. the leaft degree of hazard could 
attend the trial, I thought that {uch pub- 
lication, though early, could not. be re- 

oVor, II. Aa garded 
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garded in any other light than its true one; 
I mean that ‘of a requeft to the profeffion in 
general to repeat the experiment ; and that 
therefore it could not be juftly deemed pre- 
mature. If upon repeated: trial the fuccefs 
fhould not be found équal'to what I thought 
I had good reafon to expe@, no harm could 
accrue to the patient ; if it fhould anfwer 
my expectation, it would ferve the moft | 
valuable of all purpofes. =~ 

Since that time I have had the fatiefalsion 
of having my opinion confirmed, not only 
by my own experience, but. by the con- 
current teftimony of feveral practitioners of 
eminence in different parts of the kingdom, 
who have done me the favour to commu- 
hicate to me the refult of their experiments: 
the fuccefs of thefe, as Iexpected, from 
what I had feen, has not been conftant, 
but it has been fo frequent, as tomakeme | | 
very well pleafed at having furnifhed the 
hint. I fincerely with that the good effect 
was more general and more certain; but the 
prefervation of even a few, froma malady, 
found hitherto to have been inevitably de- 
Rruciye 'to all, is a matter of fome Ime | 
3 aaa portance, 
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pottaiice, and furnithes no unpleafing re a 
flection. : 

I now do the fame ae relative to 
another diforder, which I then did with 
regard to the mortification. I publifh an 
account of the good fuccefs which has at- 
tended a pafticular method of treating a 
difeafe, ‘which has hitherto foiled all the 
efforts of art; and as I do it now from the 
fame principle which I did then, viz. that 
of inducing others, by making the fame 
experiment, to propagate the benefit, I 
make no apology for another hice pub- — 
lication. 
| The difeafe of whith I mean to fpeak, 
is generally called a palfy, ‘as it confifts in 
a total or partial abolition of the power of 
fing, and fometimes of even moving the 
lower limbs, in -confequence, as is gene~ 
rally fuppofed, of a curvature of si part 
of the {pine. 

To this diftem per beth qexetl and all 
ages, are equally liable. Ifthe patient be 
an infant, it becomes an object of conftant, 
‘though unavailing diftrefs to its parents ; 
if an adult, he is rendered perfeétly help- 

Aa2 lefs 
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 lefs to himfelf, and ufelefs-to all others, 
which, of all poffible ftates, is forely, the 
very wortt. | 

When this difeate apis! an inate of 
only a year or two old, or under, the true 
caufe of it is feldom difcovered until fome 
time after the effect has taken place, at leaft 
not by parents and nurfes, who know not 
where to look for it. The child is faid to 
be uncommonly backward in the ufe of his 
legs, or it is thought to have received fome 
hurt in its birth. 

- When it affects a child who is old nies 
to have already walked, and who has been 
able to walk, the lofs of the ufe of his legs 
is gradual, though in general not very flow. 
He at firft: complains of being very foon 
tired, is languid, liftlefs, , and unwilling 
to move much, or at all brifkly; in no 
great length of time after this he may be 
obferved frequently to trip, and ftumble, 
although there be no impediment in his 
way ;. and whenever he attempts to move 
brifkly, he finds that his legs involuntarily 
crofs each other, by which he is frequently - 
thrown down, and that without ftum- 
bling ; ; upon endeavourin g to ftand ftill and 

erect, 
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erect, without fupport, even for a few mi- 
nutes, his knees give way and bend for- 
ward: When the diftemper is a little 
farther advanced, it will be found that he 
cannot, without much difficulty and de- 
liberation, direct either of his feet precifely 
to any exact point ; and very foon after this, 
both thighs and legs lofe a good deal of 
their natural fenfibility, and become per- 
feétly ufelefs for all the purpofes of loco- 
motion. When an adult is the patient, 
the progrefs of the diftemper is much the 
fame; but rather quicker. 
' Until the curvature of the fpine has pied 
difcovered, it generally paffes for a nervous 
complaint; but when the: ftate of the back 
bone has been adverted to, recourfe is almoft 
always had to fome previous violence to 
account for it; fome pulling, lifting, car- 
rying, or drawing a heavy body, which is 
fuppofed to have hurt the back. In fome 
few inftances, this exertion may have been 
fuch, as might be allowed to have been 
equal to the effect; ‘but, in by much the 
majority, this is fo far from being the cafe, 
that if it be admitted to have had any fhare 
A a 3 at 
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at all in it, foie predifpofing caufe, at 
leaft, muft be looked for, in which, (in my 
opinion) confitts the. very effence of the 
difeafe, 

I crane in compliance with ernie called 
the difeafe a palfy; but it (fould be ob- 
ferved, that notwithftanding the lower 
limbs be rendercd almoft, or totally ufelefs, 
yet there are fome effential circumftances 
in which this affeGtion differs. from a com- 
mon nervous palfy: the legs and thighs 
are, I have juft faid, rendered unfit for all 
the purpofes of locomotion, and do. alfg 
lofe much of their natural fenfibility, but 
notwithftanding this, they have neither the 
flabby feel, which a truly paralytic limb 
has, nor haye they that feeming loofenefs _ 
at the joints, nor that total incapacity of 
tefiftance, which allows the latter to be 
twifted in almoft all diretions: on the 
contrary, the joints have frequently a con- 
fiderable degree of ftiffneds, particularly 
the ancles, by which ftiffnefs the feet of 
children are generally pointed downward, 
. and they are prevented from {etting them 
flat upon the ground, : 

(abet as ’ . ~The 
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- The curvature of the fpine, which, is fup- 
pofed to be the caufe of this complaint, 
varies in fituation, extent and degree, being 
either in the neck. or back, and fometimes 
(though very feldom) in the upper part of 
the loins; fometimes comprehending two 
vertebra only, fometimes three, or more, 
by which the extent of the curye becomes 
neceflarily more or lefs; but whatever may 
be the number of vertebrz concerned, or 
whatever may be the degree or extent of 
the curvature, the lower limbs only feel 
the effeét—at leaft I have never once feen 

the arms affected by it. | 
This effect is alfo different in different 
fubjeGts: fome are rendered totally and ab- 
folutely incapable of walking inany manner, 
or with any help, and that very early in the 
courfe of the diftemper; others can make 
a fhift to move about with the help of 
crutches, or by grafping their own thighs 
with their hands; fome can fit. in an erect 
pofture, or inachair, without much trouble 
or fatigue, which others are incapable of, 
at leaft for any length of time; fome have 
fuch a degree of motion in their legs and 
Aas thighs, 
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thighs, as to enable them to turn and move 
for their own convenience in bed, others 
have not that benefit, and are isc oa to 
oie till moved by another. ° 

When a naturally weak infantis the fub- 
jel and the curvatute is in the vertebra of 
the back, it is not infrequently productive 
of additional deformity, by gradually ren+ 
dering the whole back what is commonly 
called humped ; and by alterations which all 
the bones of the thorax fometimes undergo, 
in confequence of the flexure and weaknefs 
of- the fpine, by which fuch perfons are — 
juftly faid to be fhortened in their ftature: 
but in all cafes where this effeét has been _ 
gradually produced, to whatever degree the 
deformity may extend, or however the al- 
teration made in the difpofition of the ribs 
and fternum may contribute to fuch defor= 
mity, yet I think that it will always be 
found, that the curvature of the fpine ap- 
peared firft, and, if I may fo fay, fingly, 
and that all the reft was confequential. 

While the curvature of the {pine remains © 
-undifcovered or unattended to, the cafe is 
gepergily fuppofed to be nervous, and me- 

dicines 
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Sake, fo called are moft frequently pre- 
{cribed, together with warm liniments, em- 
_ brocations, and bifters; to the parts affected ; 
and when the true caufe is known, recourfé 
is always had to fteel ftays, the {wing, the 
{crew chair, and other pieces of machinery, 
in order to reftore the fpine to its true and 
natural figure; but all as far as I have ob= 
ferved, to no real or permanent good pur- 
pofe: the patient becomes unhealthy, and 
Janguifhing for fome time under a variety 
of complaints, dies in an exhaufted, ema=' 
ciated ftate; or, which is {till worfe, drags 
ona miferable exiftence, confined to a great 
chair, or bed, totally deprived of the power 
of locomotion, and ufelefs both to himfelf 

and others. | 
This in an infant is moft Soians ini to 
fee, in an adult moft miferable to endure. 
The general health of the patient does 
not feem at firft to be materially, if at all, 
affected; but when the difeafe has been 
fome time, and the curvature thereby i t= 
creafed, many inconveniences and com- 
plaints come on, fuch as difficulty i in re-— 
{piration, indigeftion, pain, and what they 
all 
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all call tightnefs at the ftomach, obftinate 
conftipations, purgings, involuntary flux. of 
urine and feces, &c. with the addition. of 
what are called nervous complaints; fome 
of which are caufed by the alterations made 
in the form of the cavity of the thorax, 
others feem to arife from impreffions made 
on the abdominal vifcera. Thefe are dif- 
ferent both in kind, and in degree, in dif- 
ferent fubje&ts, but feem to depend very 
much on the confequences of the curvature 
—that is, in naturally infirm children, al- 
though the curvature of the dorfal vertebra 
is always the frft mark of the diftemper, by 
preceding every other, yet it is frequently 
foon followed by fuch a degree of deformity 
of the bones of the trunk, as to be, in con- 
junction with the neceflary inactivity and 
confinement of the patient, productive of 
all the ills above-mentioned. 

An affecting inftance of this JiGacedee in 
the perfon of a very promifing youth of 
fourteen years old, with whofe family I 
was nearly connected, induced me to think 
amore of it than perhaps I otherwife fthould 
have done; and the reftoration of the ufe 
wah TS of 
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of his limbs, immediately after a feemingly 
accidental abfcefs near the part, engaged my 
attention ftill more, and became a matter of 
frequent, though not very fatisfactory con-_ 
templation;. Ifay unfatisfactory, becaufe it 
ferved only to increafe my doubts, without 
leading me toward a folution of them. The 
more I thought upon the fubje&, the more 
I was inclined to fufpeét that we had been 
mifled by appearances, and that a diftem- 
pered ftate of the parts forming, or in the 
neighbourhood of curvature, preceded, or 
accompanied it: in fhort, that there was 
fomething predifpofing, and that we had 
moft probably miftaken an fed for a 
Gales oa 

For thefe pieane, I had the following 
reafons, which appeared to me to have lame 
weight : 

1, That I had never feon this araaad 
effec on the legs from a mal-formation of 
the {pine, howeyer crooked fuch mal-for- 
mation might have rendered it, or whether 
fuch crookednefs had been from time of 
birth, or had come on at any time after 
wards during infancy. 

2. "That 
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2. That none of thofe ftrange twifts and — 
deviations, which the majority of European 
women gét in their fhapes, from the very 
abfurd cuftom of dreffing them in ftays 
during their infancy, and which put them 
into all directions but the right, ever caufed 
any thing of this kind, however Ma the 
deformity might be. 

3. That the curvature of the, fpine, 
which is accom panied by this affection of 
the limbs, whatever may be its degree, or 
extent, is at firft almoft always the fame, 
that is; it is always from within, outward, 
and feldom or never to either fide. © 

4. That fince I had been particularly 
attentive to the diforder, I had remarked, 
that neither the degree nor the extent of 
the curve made any alteration in the nature 
or degree of the fymptoms at firft, nor-for 
fome time after the appearance; or, in other 
words, that the fmalleft curvature, in which 
only two or three of the vertebre were 
concerned, was always, at firft, attended 
by the fame fymptoms as the largett. 

g. That although it fometimes happened 
that a | {mart blow, or a violent ftrain had 
a immediately 
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immediately preceded the appearance « of the 
curve, and might, be fuppofed to have given 
rife to it, yet in many more adults it hap- 
| pened , that no fuch caufe. was fairly af- 
fignable, and that they began to ftoop, and 
to faulter in their walking, . before they 
thought at all of their back, \or of any 
violence offered to it. 
6+ That exactly the fame fymptoms. are 
found in infants, and in young children, 
who have not exerted themfelves, nor have 
been injured, by others, as.in the adult, 
who has ftrained himfelf, or received a 
blow ; and that the cafe was ftill the fame 
in thofe grown people, who have neither 
done, nor fuffered any act of violence. 
1 ae That although it muft be allowed, 
that a diflocation of any of the vertebra, 
would moft probably be attended with the 
fame kind of fymptoms from the preffure | 
it muft make on the {pinal marrow, yet 
it is alfo moft probable that fuch fymptoms 
would be immediate, and attended with 
great pain in the part ; neither of which 
is in general the cafe here. | 
Thefe confiderations appeared to me to 
have 
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have much force ; but what confirmed me 
in my opinion was the ftate of the parts 
forming the curvature, and which I had 
feveral fair opportunities of examining after 
death. By thefe examinations I found, in 
infants, in young children, and in thofé 
who had been affli@ed with the diforder 
but a {mall {pace of time, that the ligaments 
connecting the vertebr2, which formed the 
curve, were ih fome degree altered from a 
natural ftate, by being fomewhat thickened 
and relaxed, and that what are called the 
bodies of thofe bones, were palpably fpread 
and enlarged in their texture, juft as the 
bones forming the articulations are in chil- 
dren who are called rickety. That in thofe 
who had long laboured under the diftemper, 
and in whom the fymptoms were aggra- 
vated, whatever might be their age, the 
ligaments were ftill more thickened, re- 
laxed, and altered, the bodies of the bones 
more fpread, more enlarged, and more in- 
clining to become carious, and the carti- 
lapés between the bodies of the vertebre 
much compreffed and leffened in fize; and 

that in all thofe who had fo long laboured 
under 
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under the’ difeafe, as to have been deftroyed 
by it, or by its ‘confequences, the corpora 
vertebrarum were compleatly catious, the 
intervening cartilages totally deftroyed, and 
a quantity of fanies lodged Between the 
rotten bones, and the membrane: ‘invefting: 
the fpinal marrow.* 

All thefe circumftances put together, in- 
duced me, as I havé already faid, ‘to fufpea, 
that when we attribute the whole of this 
mifchief to the mere accidéntal curvature 
of the {piné, in confequence ‘of violence, 
we miftake | an effect for a caufe; and that 
previous both to the paralytic ftate of the 
legs, and to the alteration of the figure of 
the back bone, there is a predifpofing caufe 
of both, confifting in a diftempered ftate of 
the ligaments and bones, where the curve 
foon after makes its appearance. 

While the fubje@t was frefh in my mind, 
I ‘happenéd to ‘be at Worcefter, and in a 


| ~ conver= 

_™ In the body obs a man tt died not feng fince, of this 
diforder, i in its lait and worft flate, the bodies of three of the 
vertebra Were not only quite ‘carious, but compleatly fepa- 
rated ‘from all connections with the other parts of the fame 
vertebre. ; 
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converfation. on it with the late Doctor 
Cameron of that place, I mentioned to him 
my opinion, and my doubts: the Doctor 
concurred with me, and at the fame time 
mentioned a circumftance, which made a 
firong impreffion on me. He faid, that he 
remembered fome-years ago, to have noted 
a paffage in Hippocrates, in which he {peaks 
of a paralyfis of the lower limbs being cured 
by an abfcefs in the back or loins; and that 
taking the hint from this, he, Dr. Ca- 
meron, had, in a cafe of a palfy of the 
legs and thighs, attended by : a curvature of 
the back bone, endeavoured to imitate this 
act of nature,» by exciting a difcharge near 
the part, and that it had proved very advan- 
tageous. He alfo referred me to.Mr. Jeffrys, 
a furgeon of eminence at .Worcefter, fora 
farther account of the fame kind of attempt: 
this gentleman confirmed what Dr. Cameron 
had told me, and affured me that he had 
found the method equally fuccefsful. 

It may eafily be fuppofed, that thefe ac- 
counts from gentlemen of veracity, and of - 
reputation in their profeffion, ftill added to 
my defire of wena more on this fabject, 

: and 
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and determined me to lofe no opportunity 
of getting information. 
~The firft that offered was in an infant, 
whofe curvature was in the tniddle of thé 
neck, and who had loft the ufe of its legs 
for about two or three months. I made an 
iffue by incifion on one fide of the projec- 
tion, and gave ftri&t charge to the mother 
to take care that the pea was kept in; the 
woman, who had no faith in the remedy, 
did not take the proper care, and confe- 7 
quently the difcharge was not equal to what 
it fhould, and might have been; but not- 
withftanding this negle@, at the end of 
about three weeks or a month the child was 
 manifeftly better, and began to make ufé 
of its legs; it was then feized with the 
fmall-pox ahd died. ‘The bodies of the 
vertebre concerned in the curve weré 
larger than they fhould be, and than thofe 
above and below were, ahd their texture 
much more open and fpongy ; which diffe- 
rence appeared immediately, before the 
parts covering them wére diflécted off. — 
' Some time paffed before I had another | 
opportunity, My next patient was a tall . 
Vout. III. Bb thin 
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thin man, about thirty-five years old, who 
thought that he had hurt himfelf by lifting 
a heavy weight: his legs and thighs were 
cold, and what he called nummy, but not 
abfolutely ufelefs: he could with difficulty 
go about the room with the help of a pair 
of crutches, but he could neither rife from | 
his chair, nor get on his crutches, without 
the affiftance of another perfon, nor could 
he without them walk at all. 

I made a feton on each fide of the curve 
which was in his back, about the middle ; 
and having given his wife dire@tions how to 
drefs them, I called on him once in three 
or four days. At the end of fix weeks he 
had recovered the due degree of fenfation in 
his limbs, and found much lefs neceflity 
for the ufe of his crutches; he could rife 
from his bed and from his chair without 
affiftance, and by means of one crutch, and — 
an underhand ftick, could walk for an hour, 
or more, without reftin Q, and without fatigue. 
The {etons had now, from not having been 
properly managed, worn their way out, and 
I would have converted each of them into an 
iffue, but as neither the patient nor his wife | 


had 
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had ever believed that the difcharge had had 
any fhare in his amendment, but on the con- 
trary that he would have been better with- 
out it, he would not fubmit to what I pro- 
pofed, and I left him. At the diftance of 
about three weeks from the time of my 
leaving him, I met him in the ftreet walking 
very ftoutly, with a common cane, of which 
he made little or no ufe. I afked him what 
he had done: he told me that the fores had _- 
continued to difcharge till within a few days, 
but that he had drank a great deal of com- 
frey-root tea, with ifinglafs, and he fup- 
pofed that had cured him. 
~ T believe that the cure of this man will, 
by all who know any thing of medicine, 
be thought to be fo unlikely to have been 
effected by the comfrey and ifinglafs, that 
my inference in favour of the feton will 
not be thought unreafonable, and that my 
determination to profecute the method, from 
what I had heard and feen, was well founded. 
Within the courfe of the laft ten or 
twelve months, I have had feveral fair Op- 
portunities of doing this, both in St. Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital, and out of it; and am 
Bba2 very 


374 On tHE PALSY | 
very happy to be able to fay, that it has 


not only always anfwered, but in fome in- 
ftances. greatly exceeded my moft fanguine 
expectations, by reftoring feveral moft mife- 
rable and totally helplefs people to the ufe 
of their limbs, and to a capacity of enjoying 
_ life themfelves, as well as of being ufeful te 
others. | . 
I. have now in the eine! a boy about 
twelve years old, whofe cafe was fo truly 
deplorable, that I made the experiment mere- 
ly to avoid the appearance of inhumanity, 
by difcharging him as incurable, without 
trying fomething. The curvature was in 
his back, and confifted of three or four ver-- 
tebre ; but by means of the weaknefs thereby 
induced, the whole fet of dorfal ones had fo 
univerfally and gradually given way, that he 
was exceedingly deformed both behind and 
before: he was fo abfolutely incapable of 
motion, that he could neither turn himfelf, 
nor fit up in his bed: his feet were pointed 
downwards, and his ancles fo ftiff, that 
when. he was held up under the arms, the 
extremities of his great toes touched the 
floor, nor could his feet be brought flat to 
the 
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the ground by any means, or force whatever. 
In thort, he was as perfectly and as totally 
- helplefs as can be fuppofed ; and at the fame 
time in an exceeding general bad ftate of 
health, from diforders of the thoracic and 
abdominal vifcera. In this ftate he had been 
more than a year: it is now about three 
months ince the cauftics were applied ; he 
is become healthy, and free from moft of his 
general complaints, has the moft perfect ufe 
of his legs while he is in bed, can walk with- 
out the afliftance of any body, or any thing 
to hold by ; and from his manner of executing 
this, will, I make no ‘doubt, in a very fhort 
fpace, recover perfeétly the ufe of his legs— 
To this I ought to add, that notwithftand- 
ing a confiderable degree of deformity does, 
and I fuppofe will, remain, yet the {pine 
in general is fo much ftrengthened, that be 
is fome inches taller than he was four months 
ago. Le oS 
The remedy for this moft dreadful difeafe 
confifts merely in procuring a large dif~ 
charge of matter, by fuppuration, from un- 
_ derneath the membrana adipofa on each fide 
of the curvature, and in maintaining fuch 
Bb3  ~—__difcharge 
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difcharge until the patient fhall have perfeally 
recovered the ufe of his legs. To accomplifh 
this purpofe, I have made ufe of different 
means, fuch as fetons, iffues made by. in- 
cifion, and iffues made by cauftic; and al- 
though there be no very material difference, 
I do upon the whole prefer the laft. A, 
feton is a painful and a natty thing ; befides 
which, it frequently wears through the fkin 
before the end for which it was made can 
be accomplithed : iffues made by incifion, 
if they be. large enough for the intended 
purpofe, are apt to become inflamed, and 
to be very troublefome before they come 
to fuppuration; but openings made by cauttic 
are not in general liable to any of thefe 
inconveniences, at leaft not fo frequently,). : 
nor in. the fame degree: they are neither 
fo troublefome to make or to maintain. I 


make the. efchars about this fize 
and f{hape on each fide the curve,. 
taking care to leave afufficient por- 
tion of fkin be- tween them : 
ina few days, when \ the efchar be- 
gins to-loofen and =———Ssfeparate, I cut 


out all the middle, and put into each a 
. large 
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large kidney-bean : when the bottoms of 
the fores are become clean by fuppuration, ° 
I fprinkle every third or fourth day, a fmall 
quantity of finely powdered cantharides on 
them, by which the fores are prevented 
from contracting, the difcharge increafed, 
and poffibly other benefit obtained. The 
iffues I keep open until the cure is compleat, 
that is, until the patient recovers perfectly: 
the ufe of his legs, or even for fome time 
longer; and I fhould think that it would be 
more prudent to heal only one of them firft,’ 
keeping the other open for fome time; that’. 
is, not only until the patient can walk, but 
until he can walk firmly, brifkly, and with- 
out the afliftance of a ftick; until he can’ 
ftand quite upright, and has recovered all 
the height, which the habit, or rather the 
neceflity. of ftooping occafioned by the dif-" 
temper, had made him lofe. : 
_ [have faid that the difcharge by meane- 
pe the iffue, is all that is requifite fora cure; 
which is true, as I have experimentally proved 
by not ufing any other, in cafes which have’ 
fucceeded perfectly:: but this fact being 
eftablifhed, there is no reafon why every 
Bb 4 affiftant 
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affiftant means fhould not be applied at the 
fame time, in order to expedite : fuch as. 
‘bark, cold-bathing, friétions, &c. 

That the patient becomes more upright 
as his legs become ftronger, is certain, and 
therefore appears taller, as well as ftraighter 
in proportion, as the whole {pine ftrengthens; 
but whether the curvature will always and 
totally difappear, I am not yet, able to fay 
with certainty. In two late inftances, both 
adults, it has; but the deformity which, in 
weak infants and children, is often the con- 
fequence of the curvature, and of the ftate 
of the {pine at that place, muft in fome 
degree, I fear, be expected to remain; but of 
this I am not yet able to {peak with abfolute 
certainty. ‘There are a few other circum- 
ftances, of no great moment perhaps, but: 
which will require more. time to. afcertain 
than I thought thould be fuffered to pafs, 
before mankind were made acquainted with 
the great means of relief, in fo diftrefling, 
fo melancholy, and fo. dreadful a malady ; 
for the reader will, be. pleafed, to. remember 
what I told him at the beginning of this. 
tract, which was, that my: motive for pub-. 

lifhing 
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lifhing this account fooner than might ap- 
pear in general to be right, or indeed than 
I otherwife fhould have done, was a defire 
that as little time as poffible might be loft, 
in. conveying. to the profeffion in particular, 
and to mankind in general, the means of 
relief under an affliGtion, which, till thefe 
were known, has not admitted of any: and 
_ this I was ftill more incited to do, becaufe 
the remedy is as harmlefs, and as void of 
hazard, as it is efficacious. 


IN the dette tract I have related the 
appearances which the parts conftituting the 
feat of the diftemper make upon examination 
after death ; or to {peak more properly, the. 
different ftates of thefe parts in different 
perfons, and at different periods of this 
difeafe. Thefe, though neceffarily fubje@ 
to confiderable variety, may, I think, be 
reduced to three general ones. 

1. A fmall degree of an increafe of fize 
in the bodies of the vertebra, forming the 
curve, with an apparent laxity in their tex- 
ture, and a relaxed ftate of the connecting 

ligaments, 
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ligaments, by which they feem to have lott 
part of their power of holding the bones 
together. | 4 

2. A more chiitidersisle ssa more ap-— 
parent enlargement of the fame parts of the. 
vertebre, whofe fpongy texture becomes: 
more vifibly fpread through their’ whole 
fubftance, and tending towards a caries, 
with an apparently diftempered ftate, both 
of the ligaments, -and of the achalasia 
cartilages. . : 

3. Atruly carious ftate of the ity of ? 
the bones; a diffolution, or déftruction of the 
cartilaginous fubftance between them; anda 
lodgement of fanies on the furface of the 
membrane enveloping the fpinal marrow. 

~Thefe are I think the moft particularly 
different {tates or ftages of the diforder, and. 
are {uch as, in my opinion, decifively mark 
the true nature of it. 

“Between thefe in different perfons, and 
under different circumftances, there mutt. 
be a confiderable variety, but the material 
difference will be only in degree. | 

From the whole, the few following prac- 


tical inferences feem fairly deducible. . 
, 1. That 
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i. That the difeafe does not originally 
confit in a difplacement of the vertebra, 
made by violence, the bones and ligaments 
being previoufly in a found and uninjured 
ftate; «but in fuch a morbid alteration of 
the texture of both, as will, if not timely 
prevented, produce curvature ‘and caries, 
with all their confequences. — 

2. That the proper remedies for shit 
difeal cannot be applied too foon.,. 

3.: That the reftoration of the fpine to 
its, natural figure, depends: much on the 
early adminiftration of the help propofed. 

4. That although the diftemper may be 
fo far cured, that the patient may perfectly, 
recover the ufe of his legs, yet fuch an. 
alteration may have taken place in the bodies 
of the vertebre, as to render it impoffible 
for the {pine to become ftraight again. 

5. That when three or four, or more. 
vertebre, are concerned in the curve, the 
trunk of the body will have fo little fupport | 
from that part of the {pine which is not 
diftempered, that no degree of deformity 
can be wondered at; nor can it be expected 
that fuch deformity fhould be removed, 

whatever — 
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whatever other benefit fuch patient ni! 
receive. . | 

“6. That if Fh inattention, from length 
of time, or from any other circumftances, 
it happens that the bodies of the vertebra. 
become compleatly- carious, and the inter- 
vening cartilages are deftroyed, no. affiftance 
is to be expected from the propofed remedy, 

To thefe I will take the liberty of adding, 
that it appears to me well worth while, to 
try what a large and free difcharge, made 
for a length of time from the vicinity of the 
diftempered part, might be capable of doing 
in the very beginning of what are commonly 
called fcrophulous joints ; which, when ar- 
rived to a certain point, baffle all our art, 
and render a painful and: hazardous mia 
abfolutely neceflary. 

Within thefe laft fix or eight Srehttien 
feveral cafes of curved fpine have been re- 
ceived into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, where 
they have been feen by great numbers of the 
_ profeffion. The novelty of the treatment, 
and the fuccefs which has-hitherto conftantly 
attended it, has neceflarily engaged the at- 
tention of many, and occafioned fome con~ 

verfations 
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verfations on the fubje@t. In fome of thefe 
it has been faid, that as it appears to be 
undeniably a difeafe of the bony texture of 
the bodies of ‘the vertebra, it may be ap- 
prehended, that the relief expected from 
~ the cauftics, may, in fome cafes, fail, and 
in others may not prove permanent; and, 
that the fame kind of conftitution remaining, 
a return of the malady may not unreafonably 
be feared. . 

To this I can only anfwer, that although 
I have called this an early publication, yet 
I have waited a fufficient length of time, and 
have treated a fufficient number of fubjects, 
to be clear in the truth of what I have affert- 
ed, as far as fuch time, and fuch individuals 
go. That the patients whom I have attend- 
ed in the early part of the diftemper, of 
whatever age, have all got well: that. is, 
have all not only regained the ufe of their 
legs, but have become healthy, and it for 
any exercife or labour, as numbers can tef- 
tify, who have feen them daily. Moft of 
them have become much ftraiter, fome quite 
{trait, and all of them perfectly free from 
all kind of inconvenience arifing from the 
curve. | 


T hat 
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That in all the infants whom I have feen, 
the general health of the patient has always 
been reftored in proportion to the re{toration 
of the ufe of the limbs. | 

That I muft fuppofe all this to have been 
done by the difcharge from the cauftics, be- 
caufe in many of them no other means ort any 
kind have been made ufe of. | 

That as far as my experience goes, I have 
not the leaft doubt, that if the means pro- 
pofed be made ufe of before the bones are 
become really carious and rotten, they will 
always be fuccefsful. When indeed a truly 
rotten ftate of the bones takes place, no 
good is to be expected from this or from any 
thing elfe: but it thould be obferved at the 
fame time, that this never happens but when 
the diftemper is of very old date, and that 
when this is the cafe, the whole machine is 
fo difordered, and the patient fo truly and fo 
generally diftempered, that there can be no 
reafonable apnea of faccefs from any 
thing. , 
To this I muft take the liberty of adding, 
that what I have affirmed, is what I have’ 
feen and proved, and that the objections are 

merely 
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merely fpeculative and theoretical: How- 
ever, fuppofing them to be not quite unrea- 
fonable, the moft ufeful inference to be 
drawn from them is, that the fame remedy 
by which fo great and fo evident relief is 
obtained, ought to be continued, while there 
may be any fear of return of the mifchief; 
and that every other means for the reftora- 
tion of health and ftrength fhould at the 
fame time. be made ufe of; both which 
coincide abfolutely with my own opinion 
and advice. 
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-TO man, however flightly acquainted 
with the hiftory of Surgery, can have 
the {malleft doubt of the fuperiority which — 
its prefent ftate juftly claims over that of our 
predeceffors, efpecially over that of our more 
remote ones. | : 
The furgery ‘of the laft century, and even 


¢ 


of fome part of this, was coarfe and cruel 
in its operative part, painful and tedious 
in what is generally called the curative. A 
multiplicity of heavy unmanageable inftru- 
ments characterifed the former, anda variety . 
of irritating applications the latter. By 
means of the one, many operations were 
rendered much more terrible to bear, as 
_ well as more hazardous in the event than 
they ought to have been; while long fuffer- 
ance, and tedious confinement, became the 
neceflary confequences of the ufe of the 
other. 3 
Ge Coe To 
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To fimplify the art has been the aim of all 
the beft practitioners of later times, and to 
this they owe both their fuccefs, “and their 
reputation; by this they have reduced our 
inftruments to a fmall number, and have 
rendered thofe which are now ufed much 
more manageable; upon the fame plan, 
they have difcharged a farrago “of external 
applications, the majority of which were 
either ufelefs, or mifchievous ; a profecution 
of the fame method will, I make no doubt, 
Produce greater improvements, but {till ope- 
‘rations will for ever remain unavoidable in 
particular circumftances, and fome difeafes 
will ftill fometimes require applications which 
muft produce uneafinefs : to render thefe as 
feldom neceflary, and as little painful as pof- 
fible, fhould be the bufinefs of every practi- 
tioner, and this is al] that art can do, or that 
fhould be expected from it. The boatt 
univerfal fpecifics, of remedies infallibly pre- 
ventative of difeafes, and of means whereby 
chirurgical operations may be rendered totally 
unneceffary, is the language of quackery, and 
not of {cience. 

The amputation of a gate is an operation 

I terrible 
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térrible to bear, horrid to fee, and mutt 
leave the perfon on whom it has been per- 
formed im a mutilated imperfect ftate; but 
(till it is one of thofe which becomes, in cer~ 
tain circumftances, abfolutely and in a 
fably neceflary. | 

To thofe who are well ceaivianien with 
furgery, it muft appear needlefs to have faid 
this; they well know the truth of it: but 
as they who have not had fufficient opportu- 
nity of obtaining practical information, may . 
be mifled by a contrary doctrine when boldly 
advanced ;, and as they who are really well 
informed may, under certain circumftances, 
be deterred from ating up their knowledge, 
1 have thought that I fhould not abfolutely 
mifpend my time, nor do mankind a differ- 
vice, if I took this opportunity of giving the 
fubject a little confideration,. 

Wy am the more inclined to do this fat vee 

fons : 

1ft. Becaufe I am fatisfied that iets pro= 
- priety of amputations in certain cafes, ftands 
upon as fixed and as rational principles as any 
part of furgery, 

2d. Becaufe a contrary doctrine has with- 

Ce 3 in, 
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in a few years been boldly, and induftrioufly 
propagated, not without fome very indecent, 
- as well as untrue reflections, on the profef- 
fion in general, and on thofe who have the © 
care of hofpitals in particular: and — » 
3dly. Becaufe I am convinced that fuch 
doctrine has been employed to the prejudice 
of mankind, by covering Ignorance and Ti- 
_ midity, and alfo for ferving the bafe ee 
of malevolence. 

“Ne occidiffe nifi fervattet,” is under 
certain limitations a very juft and prudent 
maxim, but taken at large may be productive 
of much mifchief. Mankind are rather too 
apt to form their opinion from events only ; _ 
fuccefs with many conftitutes propriety, and 
the failure of it is often very unjuftly fet to 
the account of mifcondud, or of want of 
knowledge. A young practitioner at a dif- 
tance from affiftance, and thereby cep 
of that fupporr, may be afraid to put 
character to hazard, by acting in fuch man- 
ner as although it might juftly entitle him ~ 
to fuccefs, yet cannot command it. He may 
underftand ‘his art, but art is not infallible. 
He may be a very excellent furgeon, and yet 
Q 18 si be 
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be afraid to encounter the prejudices of fome, 
or the malevolence of others. , 

A few years ago a book was publifhed 
profefiedly to oppote and condemn the prac- 
tice of amputation in all cafes whatever, and 
almoft without exception. The book was 
written by a Mr. Bilguer, a furgeon in the 
Pruffian fervice; Mr. Tiffot wrote fome 
Annotations on it, and a Preface, announcing © 
its great and wonderful merit and utility ; 
and the whole was tranflated into Englith, 
and dedicated to Sir John Pringle. Both 
the Book and the Annotations contain fome 
‘very extraordinary doétrines and affertions, 
neither of which it is my intention to criticife 
in this place. They who read the work, 
and underftand the fubje@, will, I verily 
believe, have but one opinion. The writer, | 
as well as the annotator, may have meant 
gratis but certain I am, if their opinions 

were generally follow red, mankind would be 
fatcat {ufferers. The particular cafes in which 
the operation of amputation is totally and 
abfolutely unneceflary, and therefore wrong 
are, in his own words,’ or at leaft in es : 
of his tranflator, as follows: 

Cc4 ‘¢ ft, 


394 REMARKS) on 


¢¢ rft. A mortification which aes until 
‘¢ it reaches the bone. 

‘* adly. Any limb fo greatly hurt, finde 
‘¢ by fracture or dilaceration, that there ‘is 
“ room to dread the moft fatal confequences. 

*¢ 2dly. A violent contufion of the foft 


‘¢ parts, which has at the fame time fhat- 


“< tered the bones. 
«* athly.. Wounds of the ema velit, 


‘«* which convey. blood into the limb, either 


‘© as the only way of ftopping the Hemor- 


‘‘ rhage, or through apprehenfion it thould a 


‘* perifh for want of nourifhment. . 
<¢ sthly. An incurable caries of the bone.” 
In the firft of thefe the art of furgery has 


very little to do, except the mere fawing the 


bones through ; nature, if the patient lives, 
will in general do all the reft, and.will re- 
move the limb whether the furgeon may 
choofe it or not... In the ad, 3d, and 4th, 
what the writer has afferted is fo repugnant 
to the univerfal opinion of all. the ableft and 
_ beft practitioners, to common fenfe, and to 
conftant experience, and his doctrine would, 
if followed, be productive of fo much mif- 
chief to mankind, that I cannot help bearing 

; my 
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my teftimony  againft it.. But/as. flat con-— 
tradictions have no more authority than 
- pofitive affertions, I take this opportunity 
f giving my reafons for a eet opinion, 
at large. | on. 

The cafes in biel under certain cir 
cumftances, amputation may become necef- 
fary for the prefervation of the patient’s life, 
are feveral, but I will confine myfelf to four. 

. Thefe are: Firft—A compound fra@ure. 

-20 Some kind of fcrophulous joints. 

3. Some kind of aneurifms. 

4. “A caries of the whole fubftance of the 
bone or bones compofing a limb. 

In all, and each of which, it may and 
does fometimes fo happen, that the patient’s 
life canbe only preferved by the lofs of his 
limb. This doérine is very oppofite to 
that of the book juft cited, but if it be con- 
fonant to truth and experience, -it matters 
~ not from whom it may differ. 

In compound fractures, there are three 
points of time, in’ which the operation of 
amputation may become neceffary. The 
firft of thefe is immediately, or as foon as) 
may be after the receipt of the injury. The 

| fecond 
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fecond is, when the bones continue for a 
- great length of time without any difpofition 
to unite, and the difcharge from the wound _ 
has been fo long and is fo large, that the 
patient’s. ftrength fails, and general fymp- 
toms foreboding diffolution come on; and 
the third is, when a mortification thall have 
taken fuch compleat poffeffion of the foft 
parts of the inferior part of the limb, quite 
down to the bone, that upon feparation of 
fuch parts, the bone or bones fhall be. left 
bare in the inter-{pace. | 

The firft and fecond of thefe are matters 
of very ferious confideration. The third 
hardly requires any. — 

When 4 compound fracture is cana by 
the paflage of a very heavy body over a 
limb, fuch, for inftance, as the broad wheel 
of a waggon, or a loaded cart, or by the fall 
of a very ponderous body on it, or by a 
cannon-fhot, or by any other means fo vio- 
lent as to break the bones into many frag- 
ments,, and fo to tear, bruife and wound the . 
foft parts, that there fhall be good reafon to 
fear that there will not be veffels fufficient 
to carry on the circulation with the parts 

below 
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below the fracture, it becomes a matter of 
the moft ferious confideration, whether an 
attempt to fave fuch perfon’s limb, will not 
be the occafion of the lofs of his life: this 
confideration muft be before any degree of 
inflammation has feized the part, and there- 
fore muft be immediately after the accident. 

When inflammation, irritation and tenfion. 
have taken place, and when the air admitted 
freely into the tela cellulofa has begun to 
exert its pernicious influence, it is too lates. 
an operation then, inftead of being beneficial, 
would prove deftructive. 

The neceflity of immediate, or very early 
decifion in this cafe, arifing from the cir- 
cumftances already. mentioned, make this a 
very delicate part of practice: for however 
prefling the cafe may feem to the furgeon to 
to be, it will not in general appear in the 
fatne light to the patient, to the relations, 
or to bye-ftanders ; they will be inclined to 
regard the propofition as arifing from igno- 
rance how to treat the cafe properly, or from 
an inclination to fave trouble; or perhaps © 
from a ftill worfe motive, a defire to operate ; 
and it will often require more firmnefs on 

the 
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the part of the practitioner, and more refig- 
nation and confidence on the part of the pa- 
tient, than is ‘generally met with, ‘to fubmit 
to fuch a fevere operation, in fucha feeming 
hurry,and upon (fo little apparent deliberation; 
and yet it often happens, that thefuffering this 
point of time to pafs, decides the patient’s 
fate. I muftrepeat, that this neceffity of ear- 
ly decifion, arifes from the. very juft dread of 
the ill effe€ts of a greatly obftructed circula- 


_ tion, owing to a large deftruction of veffels ; 


thefe added to thofe arifing from pain, irri- 
tation, and the admiffion of air, often pro- 
duce a high fever, and intenfe inflammation, 
ending, and that very fhortly, in gangrene, 
mortification, and death. That this is no 


exaggeration, melancholy and frequent ex- _ 


perience evinces, even’ in thofe whofe con- 
{titutions previous to the accident were in 


good order; but much more in thofe, who. 


had been heated by violent exercife, or labour, 
or liquor, who have led very. debauched 


and intemperate lives, or who have habits 


naturally inflammable and irritable. 
This may be, and often is the cafe, when 
the fracture happens to the middle part of 
| the 


a 
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the bones, at the greateft poftible diftance 
from the extremities; but is much more 
likely to happen, and indeed much more 
frequently is the cafe, when any of the large 
joints are concerned: the circumftances of 
broken bones in thefe parts, and of torn, 
bruifed, and wounded ligaments, to fay no- 
thing of the admiffion of air into joints, are 
dreadful additions to the hazard, and demand 
a fpeedy decifion, as they are productive of 
the wortt confequences in the fhorteft {pace 
of time; and therefore, that in many of 
thefe cafes, a determination for or againft 
amputation, is really a determination for 
‘or againft the patient’s exiftence, is a. truth 
of which I am as well fatisfied, as I am, 
or can be, of any truth whatever. | 

That it would have been impoffible to 
have faved fome limbs which have been cut 
off, no man, will pretend to fay; no man 
that knows any thing of the matter can fay 
it: but this does not at all alter the confide- 
ration, or render the, practice injudicious or 
blameable, the queftion really ftanding thus : 
Do not the majority of thofe whofe misfor- 
tune it is to get into the juft-mentioned » 

Saag hazardous 
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hazardous circumftances, and on whomni 
the operation of amputation is not per- 
formed, perifh, and that by means of their 
wounds? or, to put the fame queftion into 
other words, have not many lives been 
preferved. by means of amputation, which 
from the fame circumftances would other- 
wife moft probably have been loft ?—It is 
not for me, efpecially after what I have 
faid, to determine it: it is not indeed for 
any one man to do it; I therefore appeal 
to all the beft practitioners, to thofe who 
~ have feen the moft of thefe accidents, for 
the truth of the affertion. 

When a judicious man fays that a limb 
ought to be removed, it is not to be fup-— 
pofed that he means to fay, that it is 
abfolutely impoffible, at all events, that 
fuch limb can be faved, nor, that fuch 
patient muft infallibly die, if the operation 
be not performed; no, he only means, that — 
_ from repeated experience of himfelf, and 
others, in all times, it has been found, that 
the circumftances above-mentioned put the 
patient’s life much more to hazard in an 
attempt to fave the limb, than the operation 

does 
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does in removing it; and therefore that hu- 


manity as well as judgment determine for 


the latter. On the other hand it muft be 
allowed, that from fome of the worft of 
thefe cafes, fome have had the good fortune 
to efcape; but efcapes they fo truly are, that 
I make no fcruple to affirm, that in certain 
cafes and circumftances a determination not 
to amputate, is a determination much more 
unfavourable and hazardous to the patient, 
_ than that for amputation can be. 

It is, I think, impofiible for any perfon 


who has either fenfe or candour, fo to mif- 


conftrue what I have faid, as to imagine 


that I would recommend the amputation of 
the majority of limbs which have fuffered 
a compound fracture; fuch condu& would 
be as injudicious as it would be cruel: — 
My meaning is, that the operations thould 
be limited and confined to certain cafes and 
circumftances, already mentioned, and that 
under them it is not only ee ea but nece{~ 
fary. 

Prefling and urgent as the ftate of a com~ 
pound fraéture may be at this firft point of 
time, ftill it will be a matter of choice whe- 
ther the limb fhall be removed or not; very 


ferious 


~» 


402 REMARKS on 


ferious deliberation ‘may. be réquired, added 
to all the judgement and experignce of the 
moft able practitioner, to determine: what 
may be moft for the patient’s fafety: but at 
the fecond period which I have mentioned, 
the operation ceafes to be a matter of choice, 
it muft be fubmitted to, or the patient muft 
die. 9 

The moft unpromifing appearances at firtt 
do not neceflarily or conftantly end unfortu- 
nately. Every body converfant with bufinefs 
of this kind, knows, that fometimes, after 
the moft threatening firft fymptoms, after 
confiderable length of time, great difcharges 
of matter, and large exfoliation of bone; it 
_ happens, that notwithftanding all thefe dif- 
ficulties and difcouragements, fuccefs {hall 
ultimately be obtained, and the patient, 
fhall recover his health and the ufe of his 
limb. 

But it is alfo as well known, that after the 
moft judicious treatment through every flage 
of the difeafe ; after the united efforts of phy- 
fick and {urgery, it fometimes happens, that 
the fare; inftead of granulating kindly, and 


pean eae. daily to a fmaller fize, fhall re- 
main 
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main as large as at firft, with a'tawny, {pon 
gy furface, difcharging a large quantity of 
thin fanies, inftead of a {mall one of good 
matter: that the fractured énds of the bones, 
inftead of tending. to exfoliate, or to unite, 
will remain as perfectly loofe and difunited 
as at firft, while the patient fhall lofe his 
fleep, his appetite, and his ftrength, a fymp- 
tomatic fever of the he&ical kind, with a 
quick, f{mall, hard. pulfe, -profufe {weats, 
and colliquative purgings, contributing at the 
fame.time to bring him to the brink of the 
grave, notwithftanding every kind of affift- 
ance: In thefe circumftances, which are by 
no means uncommon, if amputation: be not 
| performed, I thould be glad to’ be informed, 
what elfe can refcue the paen from deftruc- 
tion? 

Let it not, by way uf heitvist be faid, 
that a more generous plan of diet fhould be 
prefcribed: that bark, cordials, anodynes, 
aftringents, &c. thould be taken, becaufe 
I fhould be very forry to have it fuppofed 
that I was either fo unknowing or fo brutal 
as to think of amputation, before every 
thing: of this kind had been fairly and fully 
Vor. Il. Dd tried, 
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tried, and found ineffeQual. I confefs that 
I know of nothing but the operation which 
can be attempted; and when, , inftead of this, 
I hear people talk of {pecific balfams, par- 
_ ticular fomentations, é&c. I can only be 
forry to find that they are fo weak, or fo 
wicked. 

I might in, this place mention a wea 
which I have twice feen, which i is, that in 
a compound fracture, which has got well 
through the firft or inflammatory ftate, the 
bones, inftead on the one hand of exfoli- 
ating, or uniting, or on the other, of re- 
maining intirely difunited, fhall (in parti- 
cular conftitutions) become thoroughly dif- 
tempered and enlarged through their whole 
fubftance, forming fuch a kind of caries as_ 
nothing but amputation can cure. 

The third and laft period which I men- 
tioned regarding compound fraétures, and 
requiring amputation, is indeed a matter 
which does not require much confideration., 
| Every practitioner knows that fometimes, 
too often indeed, it happens that the in- 
flammation confequent upon the injury, in- 
fiead of producing abicels and {uppuration, 

| tends 


AMPUTATION. 405 
tends to gangrene and mortification ; the 
progrefs of which is often fo rapid, as to 
deftroy the patient in a very fhort fpace of 
time, conftituting that very fort of cafe in 
which amputation fhould have been imme- 
diately performed. But it alfo fometimes 
happens, that even this dreadful and very © 
threatening malady is, by the help of art, 
put a ftop to, but not until it has totally. 
deftroyed all the furrounding mufcles, ten- 
dons, and membranes, quite down to the 
bone, which upon the feparation of the 
mortified parts, is left quite bare, and. allie. 
_ circulation between the parts above and 
thofe below is, by this, totally cut off. If 
it fhould be faid, that merely fawing the 
bare bones cannot be called amputating, I 
will not difpute about the propriety of the 
phrafe; but only beg leave to obferve, that 
call the operation by what name you pleats, 
the patient lofes his limb. | 

The cafe is exaétly the fame, when a 
mortification, from whatever caufe, has 
feized the lower part of a limb, and pro- 
duced the fame effet’— This is the very 


cafe which Mr. Bilguer has mentioned, of 
Ddz mortification 
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mortification feizing all the parts down to 
the bone: Jet the caufe' of the mortification 
be whatiit may, if the:effect be the de- 
‘ftru@tion ofall the foft parts down to the 
bone or’bones, either. the furgeon mutt 
faw them, or they muft be left to feparate ; 
in either cafe the patient lofes his limb. 
Scrophulous joints, with enlarged carious 
bones, and ‘diftempered ‘ligaments, makea 


fecond kind. of cafe, in which I have faid — 


that dhoshd'usl poste may become eee 
neceflaryo | ie 


There ts:one circumfarice resents dis 


kind of complaint, which often renders it 
particularly unpleafant, which is, that the 
fubjects are moft frequently young children, 
or.at leaft are at fo early an age, as to be 
incapable of determining for themfelves, 
which infliéts a very Se tae yah on pus 
neareft ‘relations. 

The common people all fue iste 
fwellings; a term not very unapt, becaufe 
it conveys an idea of one mark of the 


diftemper, which is, that notwithftanding — 


the increafe of fize in the joint, the fkin 1s 
not inflamed, but retains its natural colour. 


a — 
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An hiftory of this tind BF eee. is a, 
‘thing very much wanted, and'I much with: 
that {ome man who has leifure and capacity, 
and who has feen bufinefs, would undertake; 
it. If I was poffeffed of the requifite know=' 
lédge, it would carry me too far:from my 
prefent purpofe, which is only to prove that’ 
when.it affects the joints ina certain man= 

ner, and to a certain degree, that then the: 
 mifchief ‘which it caufes' is: fuch, that, 
nothing but: the: removal of the joint cam 
remedy. | 

Whoever has ae opportunity. of Tein 
eee of this difeafe, muft know, that all: 
the efforts of phyfic and furgery, | by inter-: 
nal as well as external means,.do often prove 
abfolutely ineffectual, not only tacure,. butt 
even to retard the preara: cae this Loess 
terrible malady: ; 

IT thould be forry to Ke inifoaderbood: 
I do not mean to fay that this is always, 
or even moft commonly the cafe, nor that _ 
fcrophulous joints are not fometimes re- 
lieved, and even cured by means ofart; I 
fincerely wifh that they were more fre- 
abc and that we were poffefled of more. 

Dd3 effectual 
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effeétual remedies for this purpofe than we 
are, or at leaft than I am acquainted with ; 
but to the great misfortune of {crophulous 
people, every man converfant with bufinefs: 
knows, that the difeafe often begins in the’ 
very inmott recefles of the cellular texture of: 
the heads of the bones forming the larger; 
articulations, fuch as the hip,. knee, ancle, 
and elbow; that the bones fo affected {pread: 
gradually,:and become enlarged to a very 
confiderable degree, andcarious throughout, 
fometimes with great pain and fymptomatie: 
fever, fometimes with very little of either, 
at leaft inthe beginning : ‘that the carti- 
lages covering the ends of thefe bones, and 
defigned for the mobility of the joints, ‘are. 
totally deftroyed: that the epiphyfes in 
many young fubjedts are either partially or — 
totally feparated from the faid bones: that 
the ligaments of the joints are fo thickened 
and {poiled by the diftemper, as to lofe all 
natural appearance, and become quite unfit 
for all the purpofes for which they were 
intended: that the parts appointed for the 
fecretion, of the. fynovia, become diftem- 
pered in like manner ; that all thefe to- 
: gether 
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gether furnifh a large quantity of ftinking 
fanious matter, which is difcharged either 
through artificial openings made for the 
purpofe, or by fmall ones made by erofions, 
and that thefe openings commonly lead to 
bones which are rotten through their whole 
texture; that bad as this is, it is not all, nor 
the worft: for when the difeafe is got into 
this ftate, the conftant pain, the irritation, . 
and the abforption of poifon from all thefe 
diftempered parts, bring on a fever of the 
truly heétical kind, attended with the moft 
deftructive general fymptoms, fuch as total 
lofs of appetite, reft, and ftrength, profufe 
night {weats, and as profufe purgings, which 
foil all the efforts of medicine, and bring 
the patient to the brink of deftruction. 

That this is no exaggeration is known 
to every body. 

Now, fuppofing that the art of furgery, 
or, what is by many fuppofed to be more 
capable, the art of quackery, could exfoliate 
all the bones of a large joint, and reftore 
the internal and medullary parts of it toa 
found ftate; fuppofing either of them ca~ 
pable of giving the ligamentous parts a new 

Dd4 and 
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and. healthy, ftru@ture, and of re- uniting 
the loofened épiphyfes; I fay, fuppofing, 
againft all fenfe and experience, all ‘this to 
be practicable, yet it muft.require a lengthy 
of time to accomplith, which fuch suet 
ftate will not admit. 
The flate which I hav udb foribedst is no 
uncommon one, »neither: are the ‘circum+ 
 ftances at all exaggerated; but it is the {tate 
of a perfon haftening rapidly to deftruion, 
who has no time ‘to lofe, and whofe life 
can be yt by the removal of the i 
only. LOWE: 92f 1D, 
That waleh te operation be ican tae 
fach patient will perith, is an-inconteftible 
truth; and.it is as inconteftibly true, that 
numbers in the fame circumftances have, 
by fubmitting to the operation, recovered 
firm and vigorous health, which they have 
enjoyed for many years, or even during a 
Jong life; arid therefore, bad as this ftate of 
things is, and?terrible as it muft be to lofe 
a limb, yet if it be thought preferable to 
parting with life, it is a. confolation to have 
the malady falbon a part where amputation 
can be performed, fuch as the knee, ancle, 
DLs ; or 
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or-wrift, rather than on the hip, where it 
cannot, or on the parts about the lumbal: 
vertebra, there caufing thofe moft dreadful 
_ andimoft deftructive diftempers, known * by 
the names of the Lumbal and Pfoas'Abfcefs.. 


* M. Bilguer, and M. Tiffot, are the only people whom 
I have, met with, or heard»of, in the profeflion; who {peak. 
of an amputation in the joint of the hip as an advifeable , 
thing, or as being preferable to the fame operation in the 
thigh; the doétrine is fo new, and fo uncommon, that | muft 
beg leave to cite the whole paflage in their own words, lett 
my reader fhould not.give me credit. 

. & The difficulty attending amputation,, in the upper paps 
“ of the thigh is fo.confiderable, that furgeons rather chufe, 
** to abandon to their fate thofé wounded men where it ap- 
S¢ pears neceflary, than to undertake it; and I own I am of 
‘¢ the. fame opinion with them : Ly. neverthelefs, a cafe oc- 
‘¢ curred, wherein the, death of the patient was certain, if 
‘* amputation was not performed, I would even prefer taking 
‘* off the limb at the articulation rather than at any other 
** place.”" 

The reafon which M. Bilguer gives for fae is as extraor- 
dinary : -€ for although it be extremely difficult, yet it pre- 
‘* vents the inconveniences and accidents which a ftump 
** might occafion.”? 

_ M. Bilguer’s annotator Gem sermineds not to be behind 
hand with his author, part of his note on the preceding 
paflage being as follows-——‘* I am ‘of opinion that if any 
«© one had the misfortune: iF being reduced to the neceflity of 
¢< choofing between amputation at the upper part of the thigh, 
‘‘or at the articulation itfelf, one reafon for preferring the: 

<* latter 
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The third kind of diforder which I men-= 
tioned as fometimes producing the ngeckiag 

of amputation, was the aneurifm. 

That kind. of dilatation of the arterial 
tube which is called a true aneurifm, is 
fometimes found in the middle, fometimes 

in 


< latter would be, the greater ants there is in flopping the 


‘¢ hemorrhage of the Craras artery.”’—- Very extraordinary 


doétrine this! 
That amputation in the joint of the hip i is not an imprac- 


ticable operation (although it be a dreadful one) 1 very well 
know: I cannot fay that-I have ever done it, but I have feen’ 


it done, and am now very fure I fhall never do it unlefs it be 


on a dead body.—The parallel which is drawn between this | 
operation, and that in the joint of the fhoulder, will not hold 
—In the latter it fometimes happens, that the caries is con— 
fined to the head of the os humeri, and that the fcapula is 
perfectly found and unaffeéted. In the cafe of a carious hip- 
joint, this never is the fact; the acetabulum ifchii, and parts’ 


about, are always more or lefs in the fame ftate, or at leaft 
in a diftempered one, and fo indeed moft frequently are the 
parts within the pelvis—A circumftance this of the greateft 


confequence ; for the power of performing the operation’ 
beyond the feat of the difeafe, and confequently of totally’ 
removing all the diftempered parts, is the very-decifive cir-’ 


cumftance in favour of amputation every where but in the 


hips, where (to fay nothing of the horridnefs of the operation 


itfelf) the hemorrhage from a multiplicity of veffels, fome of 
which are of confiderable fize, and the immenfe difcharge 
which a fore of fuch dimenfions muft furnifh, the diftempered 


ftate of the parts, which cannot by the operation be removed, ’ 


will render it ineffe€tual, bold and bloody as it muft be. 
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in the upper part of the thigh, and hie 


times in the ham. 
The general charaéteriftic’ marks of this 
diftemper are, a.circum{cribed tumor, {mall 
at its firft appearance, but gradually in~ 
creafing,. and’ for fome length of time 
having a pulfatory. motion and feel exactly 
correfpondent with the patient’s pulfe at the 
wrift ; this pulfation arifing from the mo- 
tion of the blood from the heart through 
the artery, is very eafily feen and felt for 
fome length of time, but as the tumor be- 
comes gradually larger, the pulfation in it 
becomes more and more obfcure to the 
touch, and in length of time, when either 
the artery is dilated to a very confiderable 
fize, or has burft, and has fhed part of its 
contents, the motion becomes in fome cafes 
fo obfcure as hardly to be felt at all, or at 
leaft not without very diligent ‘attention. 
When it has got into this ftate, whether it 
be femoral or poplitean, the lower part of 
the limb becomes, by the preffure of the 
extravafated blood, and by the obftruction 
to the circulation through the dilated 
artery, confiderably loaded, and {wollen, 
unfit. 
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unfit “for; .ufé. Of) motion, ». and eblettie 
very painful. 

_ This is the ftate, or very Ey the ftate, 
in: which we moft frequently. fee it, efpe- 
cially among the labouring poor, who ges 
nerally neglect it until it renders them lame 
and incapable of following their employ- 
ment; and when it is ‘got into this. ftate, 
it requires immediate attention, ©) 9° °* 

‘In whatimanner is this difeafe,. when got 
to:'this point, to be treated? or how is the 


cure of it'to be attempted’? ‘for if fome- - 


thing be not:done, the limb will become 
mortified, and the patient will perifh.. °~ 
»oIf'a man’was to’ anfwer from theory, he — 
would fay, that the {kin is'to be divided; the 
extravafated blood to be cleared away, and the 
artery to be tied above and below the dila-- 
tation—in fhort, that whatis called the ope~ 
ration for the aneurifm, is to be performed: 
Sorry I am to find myfelf obliged t6 fay; 
that as far as my obfervation and experience 
go, fuch operation, however judicioufly 
_ performed, will not be fuccefsful, that'is, 
will not fave the patient's life. 

In both thefe aneurifms, the femoral'and 

the 
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the poplitean; it moft frequently happens, 
that the artery is not’only dilated and burft, 
but it is alfo’ diftempered fome way above 
the dilatation, particularly in the poplitean. 
This may very probably be one reafon why 
the ligature is in general fo unfuccefsful. 
The want of collateral branches of fufficient 
fize to carry on the circulation, is another 
very powerful impediment. Whether thefe 
may be allowed fufficient to fruftrate the 
attempt by the operation, I will not take 
upon me to fay ; but'certain I am, that it 
does not fucceed: I have tried it myfelf 
‘more than once or twice; I have feen it 
tried by others; but the event has always 
been fatal: exceflive pain, a high degree of 
fymptomatic fever, great tenfion of the 
whole limb, rapidly tending to gangrene, 
and ending in mortification both upwards 
and downwards, have deftroyed all thofe 
whom I have feen on whom the operation 
of tying the artery has been practifed. 
Nor have I ever feen any other operation 
than that of amputation, which has Boa 
ferved the life of the patient. 
To this an objection has been made by 
; fome, 
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fome, which, if it was founded in fact, 
would be a very valid one. It has been 
faid, that the aneurifm in the thigh, or ham; 
is very feldom the only one which the patient 
labours under, and that he moft frequently 
has the fame kind of dilatation either of 
the aorta, or of fome of the larger veffels 
within the body. This is urged asa reafon 
againft amputation in this difeafe; they 
who maintain this opinion, very juftly ob- 
ferving, that it cannot be of any ufe to cut 
off a patient’s leg for a femoral, or a pop- _ 
litean aneurifm, who will, in all proba~ 
bility, be deftroyed very foon by the fame 
kind of difeafe in another part of him. 

If the datum was true, the inference 
would be juft; but it is not. When I fay 
that it is not true, I mean that it is not 
conftantly or neceffarily, or even generally 
fo, as I can from repeated experience 
affirm, having feveral times performed the 
operation of amputation for both thefe, on 
people who have lived feveral years after, 
without any fymptoms of the fame kind of 
difeafe in any other part of them. Indeed, 
the determination for an operation when a 

| poplitean 
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poplitean anéurifm is arrived to ithe ftate 
which I have juft defcribed, is hardly to be 
called a matter of choice: it is indeed a 
matter of abfolute neceffity. When the 


{welling from the extravafated blood is 


become fo large, that the pulfatory feel of 
the artery is rendered very obfcure, the 
whole limb below is eccoohdi nal loaded 
and {wollen, the return of the fluids, both 
by the veins and by the lymphatics, fo very 
difficultly executed, that the patient gets 
little or no reft from the conftant pain, and 
if fome relief be not obtained, and that 
fpeedily, from the art of furgery, gangrene 
and mortification are the inevitable confe- 
quences., 

The means of rele are spaianitd two 
only; the operation of amputation, and that 
of tying the artery above and below the 
difeafed part. | 

The operator undoubtedly may make his 
choice between them, and follow the dic- 
tates of his own judgment, and his own 
experience; but it muft be worth his while 
to obferve, that for the fuccefs of the latter, 
a free circulation through ali the inferior 

i part 
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part of the limb, feems to be a very ‘ne- 
ceflary circumiftance, and'that when the 


load, and preffure, and obftruction, are be- - 


come fo great as even to threaten gangrene 
and mortification, which is. frequently the 


cafe,. fuch free circulation is not much to 


be expected ; ; but, on the contrary, all the 
evils arifing from a very obftructed one, ‘and 
that through diftempered parts. 

There is another kind of complaint aflcee 
ing the leg, removable (as far as my expe- 


rience goes) by amputation only, which is-one — 


reafon why I mention it in this place, and to 
which I might add another reafon, which 
is, that it either derives its origin from a 
burften artery, or at leaft is always accom- 
panied by it. ? | 

I know no name to give it, or under 
what clafs to range it, but will defcribe it 
in the beft manner I can. 

It has its feat in the middle of the aig 
of the leg, or rather more toward its upper 
part, under the gaftrocnemius and foleus 
mu{cles: it begins by a fmall, hard, deep- 
feated fwelling, fometimes very painful, 
fometimes but little fo, and only hindering 
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the patient’s exercifes ; it does not alter the 
natural colour of the fkin, at leaft until it 
has attained a confiderable fize; it en- 
larges gradually, does not foften as it en- 
larges, but continues through the greateft 
part of it incompreflibly hard, and when it is 
got to a large fize, it feems to contain a fluid 
which may be felt towards the bottom, or 
refting, as it were, on the back part of the 
bones. If an opening be made for the 
difcharge of this fluid, it muft be made very 
deep, and through a ftrangely diftempered 
mafs. This fluid is generally {mall in quan- 
tity, and confilts of a fanies mixed with 
grumous blood: the difcharge of it produces 
very little diminution of the tumor, and in 
the few cafes which I have feen, very high 
fymptoms of irritation and inflammation 
come on, and advancing with great rapidity, 
and moft exquifite pain, very foon deftroy 
the patient, ‘either by the fever, which is 
high and unremitting, or by a mortification 
of the whole leg. arts 

If amputation has not been performed, 
and the patient dies, after the tumor has 
been freely opened, the mortified and putrid 
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ftate of the parts, prevents all fatisfactory 
examination; but if the limb was removed 
without any previous operation (and which, 
as far as my experience goes, is the only 
_ way of preferving the patient’s life,) the 
arteria tibialis poftica will be found to be 
enlarged, diftempered, and burft; the muf- 
‘cles of the calf of the leg to have been con 
verted into a ftrangely morbid mafs, and 
the pofterior part of both the tibia and the 
fibula more or lefs carious. 

The fourth kind of diftemper eran 1 
mentioned, as being fometimes productive of 
the neceflity of amputation, is a caries of 
the whole bone or bones forming a limb. 
By this I would be underftood to mean a 
caries poflefling not only the furface of fuch 
bones, but the whole internal fubftance, 
and that from end toend. This I take to 
be the very individual cafe, in which both 
M. Bilguer, and M. Tiffot, have reprobated 
amputation, and which the former has men- 
tioned in’ his fifth ‘article, under the title of 
Incurable Caries. 

The terms in which M. Bilguer has 
chofen to exprefs himfelf, are rather unfor- 
tunate. 


After 
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After having mentioned three or four 
different diftempers,. in which, in certain 
cafes, and under certain circum(ftances, am-. 
putation has in general been thought ne- 
ceffary and right, and in which he is of a 
totally different opinion, he adds—An zy- 
curable caries of the bones, which dncurable 
caries, he fays ought not to be amputated, 
becaufe there is a method of curing it. 

If this was merely a blunder in language 
and went no farther, it would be a matter 
of little importance; but it is a ferious piece 
of advice, delivered authoritatively, and by a 
writer who profefles to correét the errors 
both of his predeceflors and cotemporaries, 
therefore it fhould not be merely laughed 
at ; and as it is an advice which is not built 
on fact, and which is fraught with mifchief 
to mankind, it ought to be contradicted. 

‘That bones become carious from a variety 
of caufes, fuch as the ftruma, the lues ve- 
nerea, deep-feated impofthumation, — pref- 
fure, &c. is well known to every body; and 
that fuch carious bones properly treated will 
exfoliate, and caft off their rotten parts, 1s 
as well-known; but, when in fome parti- 
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cular habits, cakeines {crophulous, fcorbu~ 


tic, or cancerous, the whole fubftance of ~ 


the bone becomes difeafed, not only on its 
furface, but through its whole internal me- 
dullary texture, and that from end to end, 
the fame means, be they what they may, 


will not avail. The ufe of the {calper, the | 


rafpatory, and the rugine, for the removal 
of the difeafed furface of bones; of the 


trephine, for perforating into the internal — 
texture of carious ones, and of what are 


called exfoliating applications, are as well 


known, I prefume, to every practitioner, as_ 
to M. Bilguer; but giving to thefe all their — 


real or their fuppofed merit, fill I affirm, 


and that from repeated experience, that 


there are cafes of caries, in which none of 
thefe will fucceed, though. ever fo judici- 
oufly ufed; that neither by thefe, nor by 
any other means, can an exfoliation be ob- 
tained; and that, unlefs the whole bone be 
temoved by amputation, . the epi: will 
perith. 

The metaphor, or fimile, by which M, 
Bilguer endeavours to illuftrate his meaning, 
is fomewhat angular: he fays, “* The real 

«¢ method 
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*¢ method of doing fervice to bones con- 
«* fumed by caries, is like what happens to 
*¢ boards joined together by nails: if you 
*¢make them exceffively dry, the nails fall 
‘¢ out of themfelves, &c. 

Now admitting, what I think will not be 
admitted, that this fimile conveys a juit 
and true idea of the manner in which the 
rotten parts of bones are feparated from the 
found, yet it neceflarily implies, that in 
thefe very bones there are fome found part 
or parts, from which the rotten are to be 
dried off, in order to loofen the nails, and 
that the exiftence of fuch found parts : is 
the fine qua non of the cure. 

It may, perhaps, in anfwer to this be 
faid, that proper treatment, external and 
internal, may fo alter and correct even the 
carious part of a bone, as to render it ca- 
pable of parting with the reft, and thereby 
of becoming found. I fay, admitting this, 
which is not in general admiffible, yet it 
fometimes happens, that there is not time 
for fuch experiment, and that even in very 
young fubjects, the whole habit is, by the 
rotten bone, fo poifoned and fpoiled, that 

a hedtic 
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a hectic fever of the putrid kind, with all 
its horrid train of horrid fymptoms, will, 
in f{pite of all the efforts of phyfic and 
furgery, in fpite of bark and every other 
{pecific, in fpite of drying, burning, rafp- 
ing, and boring, come on, and in a very 
fhort {pace of time deftroy the patient, unlefs 
refcued by amputation, which alone can 
remove a whole bone. 

I have as high an opinion of, and as juft 
a reverence for, both branches of the me- 
dical art, as any man; but I alfo know, that 
they are both in many inftances exceedingly 
unequal to our expertations, and very mee 
limited. 

This is a difagreeable and an Roe ar 
truth, but ftill it is a truth, and fo much fo, 
that whoever profeffes a contrary opinion, 
is either much deceived himfelf, or inclined 
to deceive others. 
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IN the firft of the preceding tracts (that 
on the curved fpine) I have omitted a few 
circumftances which I ought to have men- 
tioned, and which are—that the palfy, or 
debility, or incapacity of motion, or by 
whatever name it may be thought proper to 
call the effect produced on the legs and 
thighs, not only never affects the arms, but 
always affects both the lower limbs, and 
both of them equally. 3 

That the firft fenfation of alteration in 
thofe who are capable of attending to, and 
of defcribing it, is always faid by them to 
begin in the thighs, by producing an unufu- 
al degree of fenfibility, and frequent irregu- 
lar twitchings in the mufcles. 

That although in many cafes it is, and 
mutt be a long time before the patient walks 
firmly and well, yet he ultimately does fo; 
and in all the time preceding this period, 
although fuch patient walks weakly and 
unfteadily, yet it is a very different kind of 
weaknefs and unfteadinefs from that which 


is feen in people who have had what is 
called 
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called a paralytic ftroke, and very diftin- 
-guifhable from it; and, that practitioners 
muft expect to meet with a confiderable de- 
gree of variety in different perfons, with re- 
gard to their recovery of the ufe of their legs 
at all, fome being fo happy at to attain it in 
a few weeks, while others are obliged te 
wait many months. 1 
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A. 

BSCESSES near the anus, how they all came to be 

uA efteemed fiftulas, III. 46. See Fiftula. 

Aigylops, that ftage of the fiftula lachrymalis defcrib- 
ed, I. 321. Serjeant Wifeman’s miftaken account of this 
difeafe, 328, wore. Dr. Turner’s, 329, zote. 

Amputation, circumftances in fraGtured limbs that indicate the 
neceflity of the operation, I. 449. Not to be deferred in 
defperate cafes on precarious expectations, 451. Some 
addrefs neceflary to fatisfy the patient of the neceffity of 
parting with the limb, 453. Is the only refource againft 

an approaching gangrene, 477. Never avails after a gan- 
grene is commenced, 478. ‘Three ftages in a bad com- 
pound fracture, in which it may be neceflary, 483. Ar- 
guments in favour of, when circumftances diétate the ope- 
ration, III. 391. Remarks on Mr, Bilguer’s tract written 
to difcountenance the operation, 393. Cafes in which 
amputation may become neceffary, 395. Compound frac- 
tures, z4id. A mortified limb, 405. Scrophulous joints, 
406. Mr. Bilguer’s recommendation of amputating at the 
Vou. Hf. Ff hip 


“ . 
« 
2. 
' = " 
- "ms > 


PON ie Gant ee, 


hip joint, rather than in the thigh, confidered, 411, note. 
General chara¢teriftics of an aneurifm, 412.. The common 
operation for, ineffectual, 414. Amputation the only 
known.method of cure, 415. Objection confidered, 416. 

_ A leg difordered by a burften artery, 418., The patient 
only to be faved by amputation, 420. Caries of the bones 
forming a limb, requires amputation, dzd, 

Anatomy, the knowledge of, a principal caufe of the i im prove- 
ments in furgery, LI. 7. 

4nel, M. account of the inftruments he Haein in i fiftu- 
la lachrymalis, I. 322. 7 


Aneurifm, general characteriftic: marks: of, Maids The 


common operation for, ineffectual, 414. Amputation the 
only known method of cure, 415. Objection confidered, 
416. See Leg. 

Anus, cafe from the Memoirs of the French Academy, 


where the whole was extirpated for afiftula, III. 117, xore. 
See Fiftula, 


od 


B. 


Bandages for a wounded head, remarks on, I. 230. Fora 
fractured limb, 398. For an segceicn a omental rupture, 
Tl B83 i/03 

Park, Peruvian, its great power of refifting gangrenes and 
mortifications, III. 331. .Excepting when beginning in 
the toes, 332, 335. Inftances of its proving fuccefsful 
combined with opium, 338. 


Belly, the external oblique mufcle of, the si one which has | 


any opening init, II, 18. 

Bertapal, his ire in favour of trepanning, for fradtures 
in the cranium, I. 153, zote. 

Bilguer, Mr. remarks on his tract apainit the Sai 66 am- 
putation, II. 393. 

Bladder, {paf{modic affections of, sscgailin abfceffes near the 
rectum, how to be treated, HI. 60. See Hernia Cyftica, 
and Hernia vefice urinari@. = 

Blood, 


— 


lw pe Be & 


Blood, extravafated, does not turn to pus, I. 36. 

Bone, rifing end of a broken one, the common notion of, and 
the means ufed to guard againft it, examined, I. 444. 

Bone fetting, the art of, profeffed by the: moft ignorant of 
‘men and women, I. 374. Examination of a judicial opi- 
nion in this cafe, 376. 

Brain, fymptoms of its being affected By: wounds that pierce, 

d.19. Signs of a commotion of, froma {mart blow on 
the head, 51. See Cafes. Wounds of, how to be treated 
228. Extravafation of the circulating fluid, and commo- 

_ tion of the fubftance, fymptoms of, 240. Lofs of fenfe by 
commotion, and by extravafation, diftinguifhed, . 244, 
General treatment of, 249. Circumftances which require a 
divifion of the dura mater, 260. Symptoms of a concuflion, 
266. Different degrees of, 268. The only method of 
treatment, 270. Stages of the cure, idid. hahha 
that deftroy the hope of cure, 272. 

Bubo, venereal, its diftinétion from a true hernia, If. 28. 

Bubonocele.. See Rupture. 
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Callus of the bones, the nature of, explained, I. 407. The 
caufes of its producing deformity, 408. 

Cancers, character of the folanum as a medicine for, II. 323. 
Are deemed incurable, IIT. 154. 

Cancer Scroti, a diforder peculiar to chimney fweepers, 1IT. 
225. Danger of treating it as a venereal complaint, 420. 
The diftempeted part to be removed, 228. 

Cancer quackery, the artifices of, expofed, II. 464. note. 

Cariés of the cranium, often produced ‘in old or’ neglected 
ftages of venereal diforders, I. 115. This fpecies of caries 
incurable, 117. Of the bones forming a limb, ir to be 
cured by amputation, III. 426. 

Caruncule of the eye, not the gah that feoretes sil tears, 
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Cafes, of contufions of tl the head, I. 68. Of the evan 
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of both tables of the cranium from external violence 120, 
Of fimple fractures, 186. Of depreffed fra€tures, 231. 
Of extravafations in the brain, 274. Of fractures of the 
inner table of the fkull only, 286, 289. Ofa gangrene 
of the omentum in an old rupture, IT. 70. Of hydro- 
celes, 223, 241. Of the hydrocele in the tunica commu- 
nis, 257: Of the encyfted hydrocele of the tunica com- 
munis, 282. Ofa hydracele of the tunica vaginalis teftis, 
tz, 328) 936. ORa heematocele, 393. Of a hydrocele 
- formed in the fac of a true hernia, 415. Of a cirfocele, 
425. Of fcirrhous tefticles, 495. Of omental ruptures, 

IH. 239. Ofinteftinal ruptures, 277. - Of congenial rup- 
tures, 292. Of inflammatory and other complaints attend- 
ing, but independent of the ruptures, 304. Of herniz 

—\ovefice urinariz, 323. Of an ovarian hernia, 379 Of 
the palfy in the lowerlimbs, 371. 

i Calica when performed in time on a proper fabjet, not 
a dangerous operation, II. 459. But no cere when a 
tefticle is become cancerous, 460. Cantion’ againft delays 

~ in fcirrhous cafes, 468. Circumftances which prohibit the 
attempt, 470. The ftate of the fpermatic chord, the prin- 
cipal object of confideration, 472. Method of iil 
the operation, 483. 

Cataplafms, why injurious to a ftrangulated herelas II. 80+ 
Recipe for a neat one, 369, ote. 

Catarad, the nature of this diforder not underftood big years 

ago, UI. 173. Is a diftemper of the corpus cryftallinum, 
x: What is generally underftood by its progrefs from 
immaturity to ripenefs, 175. Danger of attending to this 
opinion, 177. The confiftence of the chryftalline defcribed, 
178. From what the antient diftin€tions in this diforder 
arofe, 179, zote. ‘The meer colour of a cataract furnifhes 
no proof to judge of its confiftence, 184. Objeétions.to 

_ the operation of couching confidered, 187. The capfule 
of the cryftalline often found to have an unfufpeéted thare 
in. a cataract, 193, note. Casas cured by the needle 

without 
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without depreffion, 197. Will diffolve when detached from 


its natural nidus, 202. 

Cathartics, inquiry into the utility of in :Reangulated herni- 
asjill. 82. /THiveg1 

Cauftic, antient method of curing ruptures by, II. st: bb. 
jections to it as a radical cure forthe hydrocele of the tunica 
peep inal teftis, 360. III. 17.. improper for making open- 
ings for the fiftula in ano, 67. 

Cautery, antient mode of curing ruptures by, II. 177. 

Cellular membrane, capable of being rendered firm and com- 
pact by conftant preffure, II. 63. 

Celfus, his reafon againft trepanning a fractured cranium, I, 
153, zote, His account of the ufe of the ligature to unite 
the opening of an abfcefs to that of the rectum in the fiftula 
in ano, HI. 94, wore. 

Cerate, compofition of that oy at St. Bartholomew’ s. hospi. 
tal, I. 396. 

Chefelden, Mr. his -elaaci devia of the cautery bie perfo- 
rating the os unguis, examined, I. 362. His defcription 

of the mufcles of the belly erroneous, II. 18, xore.. His 
notion of the hernial fac ‘correéted, ‘24. His account of 

the hydrocele, and the cure of it, erroneous; 2055 note. 
Remarks on his method of treating: the fiftula in ano, 
III. 97. | | 

Chimney fweepers, peculiarly liable to a:cancer in the fcrotum, 
Ill. 225. The fingular hardfhips of this clafs of people, 
226. See Cancer Scroti. 

Cicuta, general opinion of its effects i in wetieNas and cance- 
rous cafes, II. 507. A 

Cirfocele, defcription of that diforder, Il. 423. Cafes of, 425. 

Clavicle, broken, an erroneous treatment of, pointed out, 
1. 447. 3 : 

Cacum, or the beginning of the colon, a portion of, being 
contained in the hernial fac, frequently prevents the reduc- 
tion of ruptures, II. 61. 

Concuffion of the brain. See Brain. | rey 
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Contra fifures of the cranium, the antient idea of, examined, 
Lag2. 

Contufions of the {calp, fymptoms of, I. 23. Danger of mif- 
taking the tumour produced, for a fracture, .24. On the 
dura mater, 27. Separation of the tables of the cranium 
by.) 215})? (Cafes, 68," 120821/% bo | Mm 

Cortefius, an advocate for perforating the iii of the head, 
when dictated by circumftances, 1. 226. 

Couching for the cataract, objections to the operation confider- 
ed, III. 187. Experiments, 192. | 
Cranium, the feparation of a portion of both’ tables ‘of, not 
unfrequent in old venereal diforders, I. 115. Cafes of 
exfoliation of both tables of the cranium, from external 
violence, 120. Fiffures and. fraétures of, without depref- 
fion, 130. The fymptoms of, defined, 132. Why tre- 
panning is needful in fradtures, 138. Antient made of 
treating fractures of, 154. Defects of the antient chirur- 
gical inftruments ufed in perforations, and removing por- 
tions of bone, 156. Diagnoftic figns of a fractured crani- 
‘um, fallacious, 167. ‘Conclufions from the circumftances 
of the injury equally uncertain, 168. Proper mode of dif- 
covery, #bid. Treatment, 172. Injuries in or’under the 
frontal bone, fuppofed to be eafier cured than in any other, 
+198. The futures of, no obftruction to the extenfion of 
a fracture from onebone to the other, 205. Fractares of, 
with depreffion, 213. How treated by the antients, 215. 

Modern method, 217. Ufaal confequences of fach a de- 
preflion, 219. Circumftances which dictate a saints of 
the depreffed portion, 222. 

Cryftalline of the eye, the confiftence of, -deferibed, III. Thos 

The opacity of, no proof of induration, 180. See Catarad. 


D. 


De la Faye, Mr. remarks! ott bis operation for the fiftula in 
ano, III. 100. And on his inftruétions for the blind in- 
ternal fiftula, 137, | 


Definitions, 
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Definitions, clear and ee the importance of, in. Career, 
HI. 43. 
Diaguofic figns of a fratured cranium, the fallacioufnefs of, I. 
132,167, 
Dionis, his definition of the true ‘Gftula i in ano, III. 141. 
Difenfes, the proper application of names to them, of great 
confequence in the art of furgery, Il. 43. 
Diflocations, the reduction of them by the antient furgeons 
principally attempted by violence, I. 486. Knowledge 
and dexterity more fuccefsful than force, 488. The re- 
fiftance of the mufcles the chief objects of attention, zbid. 
_ Leading principles relating to luxations in general, 491. 
Errors in the popular methods of reduction pointed out, 
496. ‘The neceffary force in reduction, to be applied gra- 
dually, 502. | 
Dura mater, its intimate attachment to Ne infide of the fkull, 
and free communication by veflels with other parts, I. 27. 
How affected by external injuries, 31. Complaints produ- 
ced by extravafation, 34. Symptoms attending an. infla- 
med ftate of the membranes, ibid. The matter found, on 
its furface not made from extravafated blood, 36. Opinion 
of French writers on contufions of the head controverted, 
37. Inflammatory effects of contufion, 33. Progrefs of 
the diforder, 43. Contufions with a wounded fealp, 45. 
Confequences of the blow being near a future, in a young 
{ubje&, 48. Contufions that claim an early regard, the 
leaft dangerous, 49. Erroneous opinions of its pulfatory 
motion, 55. Ill effects of this error in the treatment of 
contufions, 57. Importance of preventing the inflamma- 
tion of, 60. Difcharge of matter colleéted under the cra- 
nium, how to be effeGted, 63. How to be treated when 
laid bare by a perforation of the fkull, 66. Cafes, 68, 
How to forma judgment of the ftate of the dura mater 
before a perforation of the cranium, 179. Mutt be laid 
bare to the extent of the depreflion, 222. The detachment 
of the pericranium from the fkull, without, generally at- 
Ff, tended 


IND EX. 


tended by a detachment of the dura mater within, 207, A 
divifion of, fometimes neceffary, 260. Signs that indicate 
the neceflity of opening it, 264. 


Elfe, Mr, an advocate for cauftics in the cure of the hydro- 
cele; JIE 43... Reply; to;wgus 

Embrocations, why injurious to a ftrangulated hernia, II, 81. 

Enterocele. See Rupture. 

Epididynis, defcription and ufe of this body, Il. 454. How 
affected in venereal cafes, 455. Requires no manual ope- 
ration in any, ‘ibid. A {cirthus feldom commences in this 
part; 4506. 

Epiplocele, See Rupture. 

Eryfipelas, perfons affeted with, unable to bear much evacu- 
ation, III. 56. 

Exfoliation from a cranium laid bare: by external violence, as 
often produced Ry art as by nature, I. 15. Caufes of, 
58, note. ; 

Extravafation. See Brain, and Dura Mater. 

Hye, the origin of the lymph that moiftens it, explained, I. 
302. Its external organs defcribed, 303. Confiftence © 
of the cryftalline explained, III. 178. See Catarad?. 


B. 


Fabritius ab Aquapendente, account of the inftrument employ- 
ed by him in the fiftula lachrymalis, I. 334. His notion 
of perforating the os anguis, 356, zofe. His inftructions 
for bandaging a fractured limb, 405, ote. ‘True nature 
of the diforder called by him the hydro-farcocele, II. 440. 
His mode of cure, 443. Remarks on, IIL. zo. | 

Faget, Mr. cafe related by him where the whole extremity of 
the inteftine was extirpated for a fiftula in ano, III. 117, 
mote. ; 

Fallopius, his account of the indications of a contufed head, 


I. 40, zote. His account of the hydrocele in the tunica 
communis, 
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communis, and in the tunica vaginalis teftis, If. 294, 
note. 

Fibula, confequences of its fracture, I. 437. Difficulties of 
fetting it, with the limb in an extended pofition, 438. 
Eafy reduction of it when the mufcles are in a ftate of ree 
laxation,, 440. a, 

Fiffures in the cranium, how diftinguifhed from fratures, 
I, 130. Contra fifures, the antient idea of, 172. 

Fiftula, antient idea of, III. 44. Their rafh treatment of 
diforders included under this name, 45. In ano, its vari- 
ous fymptoms, 48. Often extends its influence to the 
neighbouring parts, 51. Sometimes proceeds from the 
lues venerea, or cancerous complaints, and therefore re- 
quires a treatment adapted to the cafe, 54. If from an 
eryfipelatous inflammation, large evacuations improper, 
56. Spafmodic affections of the neck of the bladder, how 
to be treated, 60. A tenefmus, how relieved, 63. Cof- 
tivenefs, 64. The due treatment of thefe acceffory com- 
plaints, of great importance to the original difeafe, 65. 
The circumftances of the diforder when the collected mat- 
ter is ripe for difcharge, reduced to two general heads, 66. 
Cauftics improper to make openings for a difcharge, 67. 
How to make the opening with a lancet, 69. The general 
method of drefling, wrong, 72. The procefs of nature in 
fuch a cafe confidered, 74. When the inteftine requires 
opening into the abfcefs, 77. Fanciful inftruments for this 
purpofe condemned, 78. Proper drefling, 82. State of 
the abfcefs when,the collected matter has burftits own way 
out, 88. Antient modes of cure in this cafe, gi. The 
proper method of uniting the opening of the abfcefs into 
the rectum, by incifion, 96. Remarks on Mr. Chefelden’s 
method, 97. Remarks on Mr. De la Fay’s operation, 100. 
Incifion fufficient without excifion of fubftance, 106. Re- 
marks on Mr. Le Dran’s method of operation, 107. The 
only drefling neceffary on incifion, 113, If the wound 
affumes an unfavourable appearance, the remedy muit be 

internal, 
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internal, 114.  Inconfiftency in Mr. Le Dran’s methods 
pointed out, 116. Inconveniences produced by excifion, 
126. State of the cafe when feveral natural openings have 
. been made, 129. Thefe feparate orifices generally all from 
one abfcefs, 130. Proper treatment of them, in31., Dif- 
tin@ finufes very uncommon,, 133. The blind internal 
fiftula defcribed, 135. An external opening to be made 
in this cafe, 136. Definition of the true fiftula in ano, 
141. Two claffes of, 142. The origin of the diforder to 
be firft attended to, 143.. The neceflary chirurgical opera- 
tion that fhould follow, 145.. Fungous flefh, how to be 
reduced, 146. Unfavourable circumftances from injudici- 
ous treatment how to be removed, 148. Abfceffes about 
the lumbal yertebre require medicinal care, 150. Cance- 
rous fores in the neighbourhood of the rectum deemed in- 
curable 153. 3 

Fiftula lachrymalis, the caufe and feat of this diforder errone- 
oufly reprefented by antient writers, I. 297...Theit me- 


thods of treating it, 300. Its true feat afcertained, and. 


the modern intentions of cure explained, 301, 307. On 
what circumftances its various appearances depend, 308. 
. Symptoms,’ 309. Not fo often attended with an ulcer or 
abfcefs in the duct, as is imagined, 311. The purulent 
colour of the mucus, no neéceffary fign of an ulcer, 312. 
' That ftage of the diforder termed the perfect zgylops, de- 
fcribed, 321., A carious ftate of the bones, 322. \The 
producing caufes of this diforder, 324. Different ftages 
of the diforder defcribed, 326. Confequences of endea- 
vauring a fuppuration of the fuppofed abfcefs, 329. Ac- 
count of the inftruments M. Anel employed in this dif- 
 eafe, 332. Account of that ufed by Fabritius ab Aqua- 
‘pendente, 334. Methods of treatment ufed by the French 
academy, 336. Proper treatment in the inflamed ftate, 
340. The deftru€tion of the cyft to be guarded againft, 
345. This being fometimes effe€ted without intention, 
346. Efcharotic dreflings therefore to be avoided, zhi. 

: Proper 
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Proper applications, 349. Great uncertainty in thefe cafes, 
350. When, and how an artificial paflage is to be made’ 
for the lachryimal fluid, 353. Ought not to be performed 
by cautery, 359. The beft inftrament for this purpofe, 
364. How to prevent the incarnation from clofing the 
orifice, 368. 
Fomentations, warm, why injurious to a Pbovelacda her- 
nia, II. 80. : 
_# radures, the general dodtrine of, how diftinguifhed, I. 377. 
The praétice capable of confiderable improvements, 378. 
Remarks on the extenfion of fra€tured limbs, 381. Why 
putting the mufcles in a ftate of tenfion is improper, 388. 
Why the os humeri is eafier fet than the os femoris, 390. 
The proper condué in the latter cafe, 393. The adhefive 
plaifter, why an improper application, 395. Compofition 
of the cerate ufed at St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, 396. The 
broken limb not to be moved until the fracture is united, 
397- Bandages, 398. Strong objections againit the ufe 
of rollers, 400. The eighteen tailed bandage, the beift 
for fimple fractures, 411. The difadvantages attending 
fplints, 417. Proper pofitions for a fractured limb, 423. 
Fratures of the tibia and fibula, 435. Two kinds of, 
which do net admit of being reduced with a bent joint, 
440. ‘4 
Fra&ure, compound, the term explained, I. 449. Circum- | 
ftances that indicate the neceflity of amputation, bid. 
Mode of proceeding in attempts to preferve the limb, 453. 
In protrufions of the bone, 454. Applying the faw to the 
protruded bone frequently a wrong conduct, 455. How 
to reduce the bone, 456. Detached bones to be removed, 
457. The great objects of apprehenfion in compound 
fra€tures, 458. Neceflary dreflings, 461. Cataplafms 
unneceflary without the limb is tumid and painful, 463. 
Antiplogiftic regimen to be rigidly adhered to at firft, 468. 
The three general events of a compound fracture, and pro- 
_ per treatment in each, 469, How to proceed on inordi- 
nate 
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nate difcharges of matter, 474. Gangrenes and mortifi- 

cations, how they originate, 476. If likely to take place, 
recourfe muft be had to immediate amputation, 477. But 
not after a gangrene has begun, 478. Three points of 
time at which the operation of SBC! may penne 
neceflary, III. 395. . 

FraGures of the cranium undepreffed, Sandal cea felines 
of, to the dura mater, I. 51, 130. ‘The fymptoms of, defi- 
ned, 132. Why. trepanning is requifite in fuch cafes, 

138. Antient method of treating, 154. Defeéts in the 
antient chirurgical inftruments for this purpofe, 156. Fal- 
Jacious experiments indicating fractures, 167. Conclufions 
from the circumftances of the injury, equally uncertain, 
168. Proper means of difcovery, ibid. Bett method of 
fcalping, 170. How to diftinguifh a fracture from a future, 

4371. The antient doé&rine of contra-fiffures, fallacious, 
172. Cafes of fimple fratures, 186. The courfe of, not 
interrupted by the futures of the cranium. 205. Fraétures 
of the cranium with depfeflion, 213. How treated by the 
antients, 215. Modern Method, 217. Circumitances 
which dictate a removal of the deprefled portion of bone, 

- 222. Cafes of fractures of the inner table of the fkull 
only, 286. 289. 

Freke, Mr. the inftrument he called his Lectnaetiake why a 
’ better inftrument in reducing luxations, than the common 
ambi, I. soo. His inftrument for dividing the rectum in | 
the fiftula in ano, condemned, III. 78, < 


G. 


Galen, his account of the ufe of the /a/pra in fractures of the 
cranium, I. 155. ‘ote. 

Gangrenes and Mortification, in compound fractures, how 
they originate, I. 476. If likely to take place, recourfe. 
muft be immediately had to amputation; 477. Amputati- 
on of no avail when once begun, 478. But nature may 


fometimes be aflifted in feparating the difeafed part from 
, the 
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the found, ibid. Proper remedies sabia a gangrene is 
forming, 479. Scarification of no fervice, 483, The un- 
certain time of apprehending gangrene in an incarcerated 
rupture, Il. 94+ The operator to anticipate a gangrene, 
not to wait for it, 99. How to treat the omentum if in 
an unfound ftate, 127. How to treat the inteftine if af- 
feted, 134. Spacelated {pots on the furface of an inte{- 
tine no abfolute prohibition againit returning it, ILI. 318. 
Efficacy of the Peruvian bark in Banerenst and mortificati- 

_, ons, 330. See Zoes. 

Glandula lachrymalis, its office explained, 1. 303. 

Ghyfers, ftimulating, their eflicacy in obftinate ruptures, IJ. 
83, Illy 274... 

Gouorrbea, the difcharge from, not pus, I. 316. 

Gun-fbot wounds, the notion of their being of a poifonous na- 
ture from the fire, erroneous, I, 481. Are to be treated 
as contufed and-lacerated wounds, ibid. 


Hi. 


Hematocele, the different kinds of that diforder, H. 382. 
Origin of, 383. Caftration not neceflary in this com- 
plaint, 388. T he-appearances if miftaken and treated as 
a fimple hydrocele, 390. Cafes of 393. 

Heifter, his account of the encyfted hydrocele of the tunica 
communis, II. 275, mote. Remarks on his directions for 
the cure of the fimple hydrocele by incifion, 304, zore. 
Remarks on his diredtions for treating the fitala in ano, 
IIT. 121, zote. | 

Hernia, congenial, how formed, If. 156. Commences in 
infancy, 159. The application of a trufs, improper in, 
160. Adhefion of the parts more frequent in this, than 
in the common rupture, 162. Cafes of, combined with 
a hydrocele, 415. Circumftances neceffary for the pratti- 
tioner’s confideration, III. 291. Cafes, 292. 

Hernia cyftica, defcribed, Il. 172. 

Hernia, female, defcribed, I. 146, The hernial fac to Be 

opened 
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“opened with more caution than in men, 147. Why it is 
fo often fatal, 148. Symptoms of a ftrangulated rupture, 
“149. ay 

Hernia, femoral, the ftru€ture of the parts where it is formed, 

‘deferibed, II. 151. Method of performing the chirurgi- 
cal operation for, 153. Neceffary cautions in the operati- 
on, 164. . | 

Hernia humoralis, its diftinétion from a fcrotal hernia, II. 28. 
Hernia, incarcerated, fymptoms of, II. 92. Difficulty of de- 
termining the precife time for ufing the knife, 94.° The 
- nature of the operation confidered, 96. Critical time for 
attempting it, 97. A gangrene is to be anticipated, not 
waited for, 99. - Method of performing the operation, 
100. Whether the diforder be originally in the inteftine 
or not, inquiry into, III]. 284. The fymptoms of, to’ be 
carefully diftinguifhed from thofe produced by himaiees ae 
on, or fpafmodic affections of the fame part, jor. 

Hernia, inteftinal, fymptoms of, III. 267. The tedu@ion 
of the inteftine, how to be attempted, 268. The proprie- 
ty of cathartic medicines inquired into, 271.’ Stimulating 
medicines given per ano more efficacious and lefs, danger- 
ous, 224. Cafes, 277. APA 

Hernia, ovarian, cafe of, LI. 329.- 
Hernia, {crotal, its origin, II. 21. Nature of the hernial 
fac explained, 23. Signs of this diforder, 27. Signs of 

_ the omental kind of hernia, 28. If both inteftinal and 
‘omental, id:d. How to be diftinguifhed from the venereal 
bubo, the hydrocele, and hernia humoralis, 28. ‘The 
‘tefticle not to be felt in old ruptures, 29, ote. The in- 
teftine moft ufually found in a fcrotal hernia, 31. Various 
appearances of the diforder under different circumitances, 
33. Not often attended with hazard in infants, zb:d. The 
principal danger to be apprehended in adult patients, zéd. 
General rules for the treatment of this diforder, 35. When 
a reduction had better be unattempted, 36. “Ufual confe- 
quences of a fadden hernia from effort or violence, 7did. 

An 
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An old omental hernia, how often rendered irreducible, | 

38. Strangulation of the gut in an inteftinal rupture,. 39. 

An inteftinal rupture more hazardous than an omental, ye: 

Origin and progrefs of the diforder, 49. 

- Hernia, {purious, diftinguifhed from the true rupture, IL. 
198. The feveral fpecies of, 199. 

Hernia, ventral, what, Il. 171. 

Hernia vefice urinarie, defcribed, Ut g2a. \Cafes.of, 
333° 

Hernial fac, ai nature of, explained, II. 23. ., Never re- 
turns into the belly of adult, patients, 25. The cecum, 
or the beginning of the colon being contained in it, renders 
ruptures difficult to be reduced, 61. How to apply the 
knife to it, in incarcerated ruptures, 100, 

Hildanus, his account of the hydrocele, II. 203, zove. 

Hydrocele, its diftinétion from a {crotal hernia, Il. 28. De- 
fcription of the diforder, 200. Erroneous opinions as to 
the collections formed in the veffels, 202. Bad effects of 
thefe miftakes on practice, 207. Defcription of the fper- 

- matic veffels, 209. Defcription of the teftes, 215. | Ori- 

gin of the diforder traced, 220. Cafes of, 223. Ana- 
farcous tumour of the fcrotum, 233. Of the hydrocele in 
the cells of the tunica communis, 252. Cafes of, 257. 
The encvfted hydrocele of the tunica communis, .274. 
Cafes of, 282. Of the tunica vaginalis teftis, 293. Pal- 
liative method of cure, 331. Means for a radical cure, 
347. The hematocele, 382, A hydrocele formed in the 
fac of a true kernia, 415. Method of diftinguifhing this 
diforder from the inteftinal hernia, or common rupture, 
Il. 10. Review of the feveral methods prattifed for its 
cure, 13. lntenments made ufe of in the ae of 
the feton, 30. 

Hydro fence, ‘pie of that diforder, If. 441. 


i 


Incarcerated hernia, the nature and fymptoms of, Poinieed. 


If. 76. See Hernia, 
Induration, 
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Induration, remarks on thofe applications termed diffolvers 

of, IL. 371. ote. 

Inflammation of membranous parts; the utility of phlebotomy 
in preventing, I. 60. 

Iaftruments, antienty for perforating: the bradaiatl their. im- 
perfections confidered,.I. 156. Reduction of the number 
of, great part of the merit of modern furgery, 165. Their 
handles to be made as light as poflible, 166, wote. 


migide 


Lachrymal gland, its office explained, I. “303. 

Le Dran, quotations from, concerning external injuries to 
the head, I. 33, 50, 53, 65, 134. His diftin@ion be- 
tween the lofs of fenfe by commotion of the brain, and by 

‘ extravafation of the fluid in, 244. His cafe of a returned 


rupture, which killed the patient by the ftriéture of ‘the 


ne of the fac, over a portion of the gut in the abdomen, 

. 140. His defcription of the hydrocele of the cells of 
ae tunica communis, 253, zofe. And of that in the tuni- 
ca vaginalis. teftis, 300, ote. Objections to his method 


of caftration, 486. Remarks on his operation for the 


fiftula in ano, ILI. 107. Abfurdity in, pointed out, 116. 
Leg, defcription of a dangerous diforder produced by, or at- 
tended with, a burften artery, III. 418. Amputation the 
only known method of faving the patient, 420. 
Ligaments of the joints, their nature and ufe, I. 489. Lace- 
ration of, in diflocations not dangerous, 492. bi 
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Ligature, abfurdity of ufing it to open the inteftins into the : 


_ abfcefs, in a fiftula in ano, HI. 93. 
Lues venerea. See Cranium. 
Luxation. See Diflocation. 


M. 


Mapp, Mrs. her extraordinary reputation and character, I. 
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Meckven, his correction of Fabritius ab Aquapendente in his 
defcription of the hydrocele, I. 4.47, ote. 

Mercury, deftructive to the human conititution, I, 118. 

Monro, Dr. of Edinburgh, account of his metheds of redu- 
cing ftrangulated hernias, {I. 82, zote. His hints for a 

. radical cure of the hydrocele in the tunica vaginalis. teftis, 
353, uote. Remarks on III. 22. 

Morgagni, his idea of what are called contra-fiffures in the 
cranium, I. 174, ote. His objeétions to perforation on 
_extravafation of fluids within, examined, 254. 

Mucus of the eye and other glandulous parts often of a puru- 
tent colour without proceeding from slit Wish I. 312. 
Diftinguifhed from pus, 314. 

Mu/fcles, ought not to be put in a ftate of tenfion to feta frac 
tured limb, I. 388. Nor in diflocations, 485. Of the 
belly defcribed, II. 16. 


O. 


Obliquus defeendens, the dire€tion of the tendon of this mufcle 
-defcribed, II 105. The operation on it in incarcerated her- 
nias, 106. The ftriture made by this tendon, the gene- 
ral canfe of ftrangulated ruptures, 108. An attention to 
this circumftance of importance to the operator, ‘tio. The 
ftructure of the mufcle defcribed, 151. 
Ointment, charaéter of an operofe one, recommended for re- 
ducing ftrangulated inteftines in a hernia, Il, 81, xore. 
Omental ruptures, caution againft the neglect of, IL. 86. 
How to treat irreducible cafes, 87, Proper bandage for, 
88. The chirurgical operation ought not to be performed 
on, 119. The general dodtrine of them examined, III. 
231. The primary and fecondary evils attending them, 
234. ‘The ufe of truffes and bandages to young fubjetts, 
237. Cafes which difcourage the ufe of the ligature pre- 
vious to extirpation, 259. 
Omentum, that part of it abprediea in the neck of a hernial 
fac, formed into a hard carnous body, taking the figure 
Vou. Ill. Gg of 
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of the paffage, Il. 63. Cafe of a gangrene of, 70. How 
to be treated in the operation if found to be in a gangre- 
nous ftate, 127. Obje€tions to taking it away by ligature, 
130. The fafeft method of taking it away, 134, 

Opium, its efficacy in retenfions of urine of a fpafmodic na- _ 
ture, III. 61, ote, When joined with purgatives, is fuc- 
cefsful in inteftinal ruptures, 273, ote. Succefsful inftan- 
ces of its ftopping’a mortification in the toes, 337, 356. 

Oribafius, his account of the antient method of taking away 
portions of a fraétured cranium by terebre, I. .158, mote. 
His remarks on bandages for the head, 231, mote. \His. 
figns of recovery, or death in wounds of the: brain, 273. 
His obfervations on fplints for fraétured limbs, 415, 
note. ry 

Os femoris, fractured, a capital error in the mode of fetting it, 
pointed out, I. 381. The proper conduét.on fuch an occa- 
fion, 393. Due pofition of the limb, 423. 

Os humeri, fraCtured, why eafier fet than: other bones, I. 390. 

Os unguis, when a perforation of this bone is neceflary in the 
fiftula lachrymalis, I. 353. Ought not to be performed by 
cautery, 359. Examination of Mr, Chefelden’s opinion 
in this point, 362. The’ beft inftrument for the operation, 
364. 

Ofcheocele. See Rupture. 


P. 


Palfy of the lower limbs, defcription of the diforder, III.’ 
: 357- Symptoms of it in infants, 358. In adults, 359- 

Diftin&ion in this diforder from a common nervous palfy, 
360. ‘The curvature of the fpine that accompanies it  de- 
fcribed, 361. Progrefs of the diforder, 362. Confidera- 
tions drawn from obfervation, 365. Circumftances obfer- 
ved by examination after death, 368, 379. Hint derived 
_. from Hippocrates, of its cure by an abfcefs in the loins, 
_ 370. Cafes of its cure by procuring fimilar difcharges, 
37%- 
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(371. - Method of ‘operation; 375." ete as to the 
» nature of the diforder, 381.— 

Patella, the fracture of, requires a ferait igs of the leg, 
on the fame principle that other fractures require a bent 
‘‘pofition of the limb, I. 440.» Inquiry into the caufe of the 
“Figidity of the joint that fometimes enfues, 442. 

Pericranium, the fpontaneous detachment of from the fkull, in 
confequence of a blow, a pofitive indication for the opera- 
tion of trepanning, I. 257. 

Peritoneum, that membrane uf the belly defcribed, UH. 19. 
The hernial fac, what, 23. 

Phlebotomy, its importance in preventing | inflammations in 
membranous parts, I. 60, 191. Its utility in the reduc- 
tion of ruptures, Il. 79. 

Phlegmon, in the antient furgery, the term explained, III. 49. 

Phyma in the antient furgery, what, HI, 49. 

Plaifter, achefive, why prone for a fraGtured limb, I. 


D5 
Pueumatocele, or mindy rupture, no fuch diforder in a living 


body, Il. 199, 423. 

Polypus of the nofe, the nature of that diforder confidered, 
If. 210. Not always an object of chirurgical treatment, 
212. Marks of thofe which ought to be left unattempted, 
213. Marks of thofe fit for extraction, 215, Two 
kinds of thofe fit for extraction diftinguifhed, 216. 
Praétical inferences refpe€ting them, 217. Hzmorrhages 
feldom to be apprehended from the operation, 218. At- 

tempts for deftroying them by efcharotics and medicated 

_ fetons condemned, 220. Objections to introducing the 
inftrument through the mouth for polypi falling sin cg 
222. Cautions to young practitioners, 223. — 

_Punéa lachrymalia, their office explained, E305 '. 

PunGum aureum, account of the antient method Fé ine tup- 

tures by, If. 183. 

Punéure, wounds of am head by, ‘their different degrees and 
“methods of cure, I. 17. In chirurgical operations fafer 
than incifions in membranous parts, If. 239. 

G g2 Pus 
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Pus and mucus, too often confounded with each ae I, 313. 
Binerihes, 314. 


iti 


Quackery in fargery, the prevalence of, expofed, I. 373, Il. 
464, note. The general policy of the profeffors, III. 86. 
Their faccefs, the work of nature, 87. 


ay: 


Read, Sir William, his remarks on the operation of couch- 
ing for the cataract, I1l. 196, xore. | 
Regimen, anti ento itt to be rigidly adhered to at firft, in - 
compound fractures, I. 468. | 
Richter, his account of the operation of extraéting the chryf- 

‘talline humour for a catara@t, HI. 197, ote. 

Rollers, arguments againft the application of them to frac- 
tured limbs, I. 400, 466. 

Royal fitch, account of the antient method of caritie ruptures 
by, If. 184. 

Rupture, fometimes a dangerous diforder, but generally the 
caufe of groundlefs apprehenfions, If. 3. And hence ex- 
pofe the patients to the depredations of quacks, 4. If 

taken in time not a profitable diforder to the furgeon, zb7d. 
"The term defined, 13. The different fpecies of the diforder 
diftinguifhed, 14. The fcrotal hernia, how occafioned, 
15. The external oblique mufcle of the belly, the only 
one which has any opening in it, 18. The peritoneum 
defcribed, 19. The tunica vaginalis teftis defcribed, ‘20. 
Origin of the fcrotal hernia, 21. The hernialfac deferi- 
bed, 23. See Hernia. The cure of ruptures either pallia- 
tive or perfect, 43. Difingenuity of patients, 44. The 
perfect cure depends on nature, 46. The futility of pre- 
tended fpecific remedies expofed, 48. General) conclufi- 
ons, 51. Four claffes of circamiftances diftinguithed, 153. 
The neglect of in proper time, the foundation of future | 


mifchief, 54. Steel truffles bi da of being worn by all 
ages, 
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ages, 55. Cautions refpecting the ufe of them, 56. The: 
little inconvenience fometimes attending old ruptures, oc- 
cafions a dangerous careleffnefs in the patient, 57. Irre- 
ducible ruptures, 61. A portion of the cecum or colon 
being contained in the fac prevents reduftion, ibid. In- 
duration of the fac, or of its contents, 62. — Adhefion of 
the parts, 64. Cautions to the patients, 66. The e-tiet 
ftate of a hernia, no fecurity for its fafety, zbid. Exami- 
nation ofan old irreducible hernia after death, 67, wote. 
Reafons why the reduction: of a rupture deemed incurable, 
ought to be judiciouily attemped, 68. Ruptures of dif- 
ficult and hazardous reduction, 74. Symptoms of, 75. 
How to take off the ftri@ture of the paflage, ibid. ‘The re- 
duétion how to be attempted, 77. Evficacy of bleeding 
in, 79. Fomentations and cataplafms rather hurtful than 
advantageous, 80. Inquiry into the merit of cathartics, 
81. Tobacco glyfters, 83. Punétures of the gut through 
_ the tumid ferotum condemned, 84. Circumflances attend. 
ing ftri€tures, ibid, Caution againft the neglect of omen- 
tall ruptures, 86. Ruptures that call for chirurgical ope- 
ration, 89. Dangers of firangulation, gi. Symptoms 
of an incarcerated hernia, gz. Difficulty of determining 
the precife time for ufing the knife, 94. The nature of 
the operation confidered, 96. ‘The critical time for per- 
forming it, 97... A gangrene is to be anticipated, not 
. waited for, 99. Method’of performing the operation, 100, 
11g. The ftrangulated hernia not an original diforder in 
the gut, 108. but from the ftriéture of the tendon, 110. 
Symptoms of a fudden rupture that confirm this opinion, 
ibid. Appearance of the parts after opening, 120.  Cau- 
- tions in the redution, 121. Crural rupture, what, 150. 
Nature of the congenial hernia, 156. Exomphalos, 164. 
Attempts toward a radical cure, 175. The: feveral »me- 
thods recommended: by the old furgeons, 177. ‘True and 
falfe hernia diftinguifhed, 198. | Ler a 
we Ge3 For 
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For the feveral {pecies of ruptures, fee under Hernia, Omentum, 
_and the following article, 
Rupture, umbilical, what, II, 164, Its peculiar inconve- 
-nience, to women, 165. . Methods of cure by ligature, 
168. Cure by bandage in young. fubjects, 169. _The 
» operation by the knife.very hazardous, 170. 
Rupiyre doctors, their proper reward fometimes miftaken, 
“Hl, 6s, note. 
Ruyfch, a follower of Fabritius ab Aquapendente in Eis me- 
_ thod of treating the hydrocele, II. 21. 


S. 


Sacculus, lachrymalis, its office explained, I.. 305. , Is the 
feat of the diforder termed fiftula reece which. fee, 
30720") . 

Sarcocele, the venereal, how tobe treated, II. ayaa ~Dif- 
tinctions in this diforder among the antient furgeons, 429. 
Defcription of, 430. | Various. appearances of, 432. Er- 
rors in the theory of the diforder pointed out, 435. Signs 

- of a feirrhous tefticle, 439. Diftin@ions between a {cirr- 
hous tefticle and afimple hydrocele, 440. The hydro-far- 
cocele, 441) ‘Methods of cure, 457. ~ Caftration when 
performed in time upon a aia fubject, not.a ioc 
- Operation, 459. 

Scalp, its various parts fpecified, I. 4. The injuries to 
which it is liable, 5.: Lacerated wounds in, 6., Detached 
portions of the fcalp, whether to be removed or preferved, 
ibid. Reafons for,endeavouring their, prefervation, g. 
Circumftances to be confidered.in this cafe, 10. ..When a 
future may be properly ufed, iéid. Caution, refpefting the 
attempt of reuniting the feparated parts, 12., Confequen- 
ces when a perfect union does not take place, 13... Proper 
treatment in fuch cafes,.14. Exfoliation as. often produced 
by art as by nature, \15.,. When the reunion of detached 
parts of the fcalp is not to be attempted, 16. Wounds by 
puncture, 17. Symptoms of the cellular membrane only, 

being 
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_ being affected, ibid. Method of cure, 18. Symptoms of 
the brain and its membranes being affected, 19. Method 

of cure, 22. Contufions, 23. Danger of miftaking the 
tumour produced for a fracture, 24. Four kinds of tu- 

_ mour incident to the fcalp from wounds or bruifes, 25. 
See Ca/es. 

Scalping in fra@tures, the proper method of performing, I. 
LOR 3 

Scarification, of no fervice in topping a tendency to mortifi- 
cation, I. 483. Is an indefinite term, Il. 237- 

Schenkius, his account of the hydrocele, If. 202, ote, Elis ac- 
count of a miftaken farcocele cured by caltration, 441+ 

; n0te.» 

" Sciffars, general objection to the ule of, in chirurgical opera- 

~ tions, ILL. 79. " | 

Scrophulous joints, hint propofed for the treatment of III. 
382. Defcription and progrefs of the diforder, 408, Am- 
putation when neceflary, 410. 

Scrotal hernia. See Hernia. : 

Scrotum and its parts defcribed, Il. 233. -Anafarcous tu- | 
mour of, zbid. The watry {welling of, not derived from 
the cavity of the belly, 234+ Short account, of this difor- 

» der, 235. ‘Two methods of difcharge in ufe;. 238. Cafes 
in which the whole fcrotum was cait off by gangrene, 241. 

The watry fwelling in, confidered under three diftinctions, 

250. See Cancer ferott.)) <+ | | 

Seton, the beft method of producing that degree of inflam- 
mation required to caufe an adhefion between the tunica 
vaginalis teftis, and the tunica albuginea, fora radical cure 
of the hydrocele, Il. 355, we. 381, IL. 26. Infiruments 
ufed-in the application of, 30. Effect of the operation, 
92. The method juftified -againit the objections of Mr. 
Elfe, 34. | : oF 

Solanum, general effects of this medicine defcribed, Il, .323- 


* 


Spermatic chord, the difeafed ftate of, an abfolute prohibition 
, Gg4 againft 
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againft the operation of caftration in fcirrhous cafes, II. 


472. How to form a judgment of it, 474. | 
Spermatic veffels, defcription of, in reference to. the bydocele 
UT 209. 

Spine, defcription of that curvature of, accompanying a palfy 
in the lower limbs, III. 361. Is the firft obvious. fymp- 
tom of the diforder, 362. 

Splints, remarks on the ufe of them for Gagan limbs, I, 


414, 466. 


Strangury, attending abfceffes near the rectum, how to be. 


treated, III. 509. : 

Suppuration, the a& of nature, nd Sivas beft executed when 
the is leaft difturbed, I. 348. 

Surgery, common or praétical, deferving of more attention 
than is ufually paid to it, 294. Hafte in operations cen- 
fured, 295. Danger of paying too great deference to an- 
tient opinions, 379. Difference between the antient and 
modern, ftated, II. 7. Bad effects of erroneous notions 
of diforders on practice, 206. Brutality of the antient fat 
geons, 374, zote, Lil. 389. 

Suture, when proper to be ufed ina lacerated wound of the 
{calp, I. 11. 

Sutures of the cranium, no obftruétion to the extenfion of 
fractures from one bone to the other, I. 205. ‘The tre- 
phine not to be fet upon a future if it can be avoided, 207. 


Circumftances in which fuch reftri€tions are to be difre- | 


garded, 225. 7 
Swellings, white. See Scrophulous Foints. 


T, 


Tears, not fecreted by the caruncule of the eye, I. 301. 
Their origia explained, 303. | 

Tene/mus, attending inflammatory defluxions on the parts 
about the rectum, how to be relieved, III. 63. 

Tefticles, uncertain time of their defcent from the belly, If. 
158. Defcription of, 215. Origin of the diforder called 


the 
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“ithe hydrocele, 220. Cafes of a hydrocele, where one of 
the tefticles had never defcended into the fcrotum, 223. 
An indurated fcirrhous tefticle diftinguifhed from a hydro- 
cele in the tunica vaginalis teftis, 302. State of the tefti- 
‘cle in the latter cafe, 308. The true venereal farcocele, 
and the fcirrhous tefticle, require different treatment, 310. 
Operation on the tunica vaginalis, to obtain a difcharge 
of the water, defcribed, 332. Remarks on Serjeant Wife- 
man’s caution againft the puncture in adults, 336. Re- 
marks on thofe applications termed diffolvers of induration, 
and removers of obftructions, 371, zore. A {cirrhous tefti- 
cle not produced by a fimple hydrocele, 458. Signs of a 
{cirrhous tefticle, 439. Diftin€tions between this cafe, and 
a fimple hydrocele,’440. Defcription of the hydro-farco- 
cele, 441. Miftakes of antient .writers on this fubject, 
pointed out, 449. Defcription of the epididymis, 454. 
Caftration not a dangerous operation when performed in 
time upon a proper fubject; 459. But is no cure when a 
tefticle is become cancerous, 460. Caution againit delays 
in fcirrhous cafes, 468.: Circumftances which prohibit the 
‘attempt, 470. The ftate of the fpermatic chord the prin- 
cipal object of confideration, 472. Caftration how per- 
formed, 483. Cafes of fcirrhous tefticles, 495. ‘Their 
natural fituation in the fcrotum defcribed, TI. 6. The 
diforders of, ill underftood by the antient furgeons, 18. 
Theodoric, his account of the effects of a contufed head, I. 41, 
note. 
Tibia, the nature and important ufe of that bone, I. 433. 
Circumftances attending it’s fracture, 435. 
Tin@ures, {pirituous, the application of to a bare bone, tends 
to produce exfoliation, I. 15. , 
Tobacco glyfters, the fmoke or infufion, efficacy of, in rup- 
tured cafes, II, 275. ‘The infufion how made, 276, note, 
Toes, that kind of mortification beginning. in, generally in- 
curable, III. 332. Firft appearance and fymptoms of, zbid. 
Progrefs of, 333. Common method of treatment, 334. 
ati zi The 
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\The bark unfaccefsful in fopping it, 335+ «9 Efficacy,.of 
“opium in this cafe, 337. »Propofed alterations in, the.chi- 
rurgic treatment of the:diforder, 342.| The removal of the 
mortified toes, an ufelefs and painful operation, 347. :. 
Trepbhine, the propriety of applying it in certain doubtful cafes 
inquired into, I. 64. Efpecially neceffary in gunsfhot 
wounds, even though the fkull fhould not be broken, 
6s. See Cafes, Why neceflary to be ufed in fimple frac- 
tures of the cranium, 138. Ought not to be too long de- 


ferred, 141. Reafons why the antient furgeons were un- | 


‘willing to perforate the bone, 158. Argument againftiiron 
handles to thefe inflruments, 166, zote. Why preferable 
to the trepan, 169, ote. Ought to be fixed immediately 
over the fra&ture, 175. The crown or faw fhould not be 
too fmall, 176. Circumftances to determine the number 
of perforations, 177. Ought not to be fet upon a future 
if it can be conveniently avoided, 207. Application of to 
a fractured cranium accompanied with depreffion, 217. 
Antient reftrictions as to parts to which it ought to be 
applied, when to be difregarded, 225% bit 
Trochar, curved, method of perforating the os unguis ne 
I. 364. ene 
Trufes, their operation in ruptures explained, If. 51. Steel, 
may be worn at all ages, 55. Cautions refpecting the ufe 
. of them, 56. Danger attending their not fitting truly, 


53. The neceflity of ufing a trufs not often taken away. 


by the chirurgical operation, 118. Are improper in the 
congenial rupture, 160. 

Tumors produced by contufions of the fcalp, danger of ba 
taking them for fractures, I. 24.. Four kinds of, | from 
injuries to'the {calp, diftinguifhed, 25. See Ca/es.. 

Tumorsycfcirrhous and cancerous, from external violence, 

' their nature confidered, IL. 461, zote, »\Extirpation pro- 

‘oper;) but not always effeGtual, 463, uote. Why cauftics 
are generally preferred to the knife, Hie motes Shee mY 
are Te woile, 465, note. 
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 Funica communis, defcription of this membrane, Il..252. A 
—hydroeele in the cells of, how produced, 253... The true 
nature of this diforder, not generally underflood, 254. 

Symptoms of, 255. Cafes of, 257. The encyfted hydro- 
cele of, 274. Modes of cure in infants and in adults, 
281. Cafes of 282. ‘ 

Tunica vaginalis teftis, that sien Beas defcribed, If. 20. 
‘Origin of the fcrotal hernia, 21.  Hydrocele of, 293. 
Symptoms, 296. Cafes of, 312. Cafes of the. difperfion 
of a confirmed hydrocele, 328. The palliative and radical 
methods of cure, 331. Operation for difcharging the 
water defcribed, 332. Means for a radical cure, 347. 
The feton the beft method, 355. wote. Cure by cauftic, 
and by incifion, 359. Objections to the cauftic,, 360. 
The preference due to incifion, 363. Method of operati- 
on, 366. Should be an.objec of choice rather than of 
neceflity, 378 Objections to the tent, 380. And to the 
cannula, 381. Advantages of the feton, ibid. Ufes of 
the lymph between this membrane and the tunica albugi- 
nea, III, 8. Confequences of a failure or redundancy of 
this fecretion, ibid. 

Turner, Dr. Daniel, his miftaken account of the egylops, I, 
329, note. His method of treating the fiftula in ano, III, 
Q2, note. i 


V. 


Van Sewieten, baron, his advice to defer amputation in defpe- 
rate cafes, unadvifed and dangerous, I. 451. 

Varicocele, feldom an original diforder, Hl. 200, 423. 

Venereal difeafe, in old or neglected ftages, often produces a 
feparation of a portion of both tables of the cranium, I, 
115. This kind of caries incurable, 117... The continu- 
ed ufe of mercury after the lues has cured, fatal to the’ 
conftitution, 119. Sometimes produces a fiftula lachryma- 
s,¥32 33 | 

Umbilical rupture, Sec Ruptare. . 

Urethra 
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Urethra, caution to be bhicivedt in the cure of friGures of, 
I. 343, uote. 

Urine, a retention of, when attending ableettes near the rec- 
tum, how to be treated, Ill. 5g. Efficacy of opium in, 
61, note. . . 


Ww. 


Wifeman, Mr. Serjeant, his miftaken account of the zegylops, 
I. 328, note. Remarks on his account of inftruments for 

~ extenfion in fractured limbs, 382, xote. 

Words, bad confequence of annexing falfe ideas to them, I. 
444: 

Wounds, lacerated, of the fcalp, how to be treated, I. 6. 
By puncture, 17. Contufions, 23. Of the brain, 228. 
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Anatomy, Surgery, Medicine, Midwifery, Chemiftry, 
and Experimental Philofophy. 


Printed for J. Jounson, No. 72, St. Paul’s Church-Yard, 
Lonopon. 


a HE Natural Hiftory of the Human Teeth, explaining 

their Stru@ture, Ufe, Formation, and Growth. By 
Fobu Hunter, Surgeon extraordinary to the King, and F.R.S. 
Lluftrated with Sixteen elegant and accurate Copper Plates, from 
. the Drawings of Riemf{dyk, taken under the Author's Infpecticn, 
and engraved by the bef Mafters.. Price 138 in Boards. 

2. A praétical Treatife on the Difeafes of the Teeth ; with 
the Method of treating them, intended as a fupplement to the 
above. , By the fame. 5s. in boards. 

N.B. he two Parts bound together, price 11. 1s. 

3. Experimental Inquiries, in two Parts. Part I. Contain- 
ing an Inquiry into the Properties of the Blood: With Remarks 
on fome of its morbid Appearances: And an Appendix relating 
to the Difcovery of the Lymphatic Syftem in Birds, Fith, and 
the Animals called Amphibious. 


Part If. Containing a Defcription of the Lymphatic Syftem ~ 
in the Human Subje&t, and in other Animals. I/luftrated with — 


Copper Plates. ‘Together with Obfervations on the Lymph, and 
the Changes which it undergoes in fome Difeafes, By W. 
Hew/fon, FeR.S. Price 8s. fewed. 

N.B..Part 2. may be had alone, Price 5s. fewed. 

4.,Elements of the Pratice of Phyfic, in Two Parts. Part 
I. Containing the Natural Hiitory of the Human Body. Part 
ll. The Hiftory and Method of treating Fevers and internal In- 
flammations. By George Fordyce, M.D. of the Royal College 
of Phyficians, Phyfician to St. Tomas’s Hofpital, and Reader 
on the Practice of Phyfic in London, third Edition with Additions, 
Price 5s. fewed. 

5. Elements of Agriculture and Vegetation ; being a Syllabus 
of the Author’s Chemical Le&tures. To which is added an 
Appendix for the Ufe of Practical Farmers. By the fame. 
Second Edition, Price 2s, 6d. fewed. 


6, Effays 
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- 6. Effays Medical and Experimental. 1. The Empiric. 
2. The Dogmatic...3. On Aftringents and Bitters. .4. On the 
Ufe and Operation of Bliflers. 5. On Water.-6. On Inocula- — 
tion. 7. On the Columbo Root. 8. On the Orchis Root. 
g. On the Waters of Buxton and Matlock in Derbyfhire. 10, | 
On the Medicinal Ufes of Fixed Air. 11. On the antifeptic 
and fweetening Powers, and on the Varieties of fattitious Air, 
12) On the Noxious Vapours of Charcoal. 13. On the Atra- 
bilis.. 14. On Sea Salt. 15. On Coffee.. 16. On the pro- 
portional Mortality of the Small Pox and Meafles, in the feveral 
periods of Life, and different Seafons of the Year; together 
with its comparative Fatality to Males and Females.’ 17. On 
the different Quantities of Rain which fall at different Heights 
over the fame Spot of Ground, 18. On the Solution of Stones . 
of the Urinary, and of the Gall-Bladder, by Water impregna- 
ted with fixed Air. 19. On the Nature and Compofition of 
Urinary Calculi. 20, On the internal Regulation of Hofpi- 
tals. 21. On the Influence of fixed Air, on the Colours and 
Vegetation of Plants. 22. On the Adtion of different Manures. 
23. On the Properties of different Abforbents. 24. On the 
State of Population in Manchelter, and other adjacent Places. 
To which are added, Seleét Hiftories of Difeafes, with Re- 
marks; Mifcellaneous Obfervations, Cafes, and Enquiries. By 
F. Percival, M.D. F.R. and A.S.S. with a Letter from Dr: 
Saunders, on the Solution of Human Calculi, and other Papers. 
3 Vols. 8vo. Price 148. /ewed. | . 
"4, Obfervations and Experiments on the Poifon of Lead. By 
the fame. Price 28. fewed, OY 

8. Obfervations and Experiments on the Poifon of Copper. 
By W. Falconer, M.D. F.R.S. Price 23. fewed. } 

. Obfervations on the external Ufe of Preparations of 
Lead; with Stri@tures on M. Goulard’s Treatife. By ohn 
Atkin, Surgeon. . Second Edition, Price 1s. 6d. 

10. Thoughts on Hofpitals. By the fame. With a Letter to 
the Author from Dr. Percival. Price 1s. 6d. pant 
a1. A Manual of Chemiftry, or a brief Account’of the Ope- 
rations of Chemiftry, and their produéts. ‘Tranflated from the 

- French of M. Beaumé, Demonftrator in Chemiftry at Paris, and 
Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences, By the fame, 12m0. 
38. Od. fewed, 4s. bound, | 

12. A Familiar Introduction to the Study of Electricity. By 

‘Fofeph Priefiley, UL. D..F.R.S. Second Edition, Price 2s. 6d. 
sewed, | an: sah 
13. The Hiftory and Prefent State of Electricity, with ort- 
ginal Experiments. By the fame. Third Edition, gto, Price 

il. 1s. bound, or in 2 Vols. Svo. Price 128. ound, . 
x may’ H he 
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44, The Hiftory and Prefent State.of Difcoveries relating to 
Viton, Light and Colours. By the fame. 2 Vols. gto. Lilu/- 
trated with a great Number of Copper Plates. Price 11. 118. 6d. 
in Boards. ‘a 

15. A Familiar IntroduGtion to the Theory and Practice of 
PeripeCtive. By the fame. With Copper Plates. Price 5s. in 
Boards. , } ig 

16. Experiments and Obfervations on different Kinds of Air, 
By the fame. With Copper Platess, 4 Vols. 8vo. Price 11. 4s. 
 fewed. | ? 
17. Directions for Impregnating Water with Fixed Air, in 
Order to communicate to it the peculiar Spirit and Virtues of 
Pyrmont and other Mineral Waters... By the fame. Price 1s, 
N. B. This Article is included in the preceding. ‘ 

18. Experiments and Obfervations on, 1. The Preparation; _ 
Calcination, and Medical Ufes of Magnefia Alba. 2. On the 
folvent Qualities of Calcined Magnefta. 3. On the Variety in 
the fofvent Powers of Quicklime when ufed in different. Quan: 
tities. 4.On various Abforbents, as promoting or retarding 
Putrefaction. 5. On the comparative Antifeptic Powers of Ve- 
getable Infufions, prepared with Lime, &c. 6. On the Sweeten- 
ing Properties of Fixed Air. By Thomas Henrys Apothecary, 
F.R.S. Price as. 6d. feed. % a ’ 

19s A Letter to Mr. Giaf, containing a Reply to his Exa- 
mination of Mr. Henry’s Stri€tures on the Magnefia, fold under 
the Name of the late Mr. Glas. By the fame. Price 6d. 

zo. An Account of the Medicinal Virtues of Magnefia Alba, 
more particularly of Calcined Magnefia; with plain Directions 
for the Ufe of them. T'o which is prefixed, a concife Detail of 
the Invention and gradual Improvement of thefe Medicines. By 
the faime, Price 6d. : ' : 
. 21. Effays° Phyfical and Chemical, containing an Hiftorical 
Account of Difcoveries relating to Fixed Air, frem Paracelfus 
to the prefent Time. .With original Experiments. By M4. ~ 
Lavoifiere. Tranflated from the French, with Notes, By rhe 
Jame. Price 7s. bound. 
- 22, A Treatife on the Gout. By M. Liger, 8vo. 5s. bound. 

23. Cafes in the Acute Rheumatifm and the Gout; with 

curfory Remarks on the Method of Treatment. By Yhomas 
Daw/fou, M.D. late Phyfician to the Middle/ex and the Lindon 
Hoefpitals. Third Edition, Price 33. 6d. 
_ 24. Obfervations on the prevailing Difeafes in Great Britain. 
Together with a2 Review of the Hiltory of thofe of former Periods, 
and in other Countries. By Fobu Millar, M.D. gto. — Price 
128. 2” Boards. 16a Gh, 

25. Obfervations on Antimony, with Remarks on Dry Fames’s 
Fever Powder. By the fame. Price 2s. 
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